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Year
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As we celebrate the
end of an excellent
year at Woldgate
School, it is a
good opportunity
to
reflect
upon
everything our pupils
have achieved this year and to
look forward to what next year
holds for our pupils and the school
community.

WoldgateSchool

Cont. Over

Issue 289 July 2022

Page 1

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Newsletter
This year has heralded the beginning of a return to ‘normal’ in
our school life. Our pupils have returned to moving around
the school site for their lessons, mixing with other year
groups and friends, and enjoying holistic activities and House
Enrichment Days. We have returned to a single lunchtime,
whereby all pupils can spend time with friends from all year
groups in the Main Hall and Café, and colleagues can spend
time together at lunch. This has already had a huge impact
on the wellbeing of our pupils and colleagues.
Our Enrichment programme has become a feature of our
school life, and I am looking forward to all the activities
and opportunities we will be offering our pupils next year.
Our musical and drama opportunities have also bloomed,
with orchestra and the Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
musical theatre production being just some examples of the
creativity and talent present in our school.
Our Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students are the first since
2019 to sit their exams. They were well prepared, with
effective revision sessions and techniques honed over the
past two years. They were also able to celebrate the end
of their exams with proms, and it was a pleasure to see
our pupils enjoying their evenings with friends, family and
staff. We are looking forward to celebrating our pupils’ and
students’ results in the summer, welcoming our Year 11
pupils back into Sixth Form in September, and wishing all
our other pupils and students well in their future studies.
We have been able to re-introduce sports fixtures and visits,
and our sports teams have relished the opportunity to play
competitively against other schools. We have been able to
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run our History visits to Beamish Living Museum, and the
battlefields of the First World War in Belgium and France.
Our PE department organised a residential for GCSE pupils,
which was a great success and enjoyed by everyone. We
are looking forward to building upon these experiences for
pupils next year.
As we look towards the future, I am excited by all the
opportunities that lie ahead. We have a new school building
currently being planned, with building due to commence
in the next academic year. Meanwhile, we have the
opportunity to embed and build upon all the fantastic work
my colleagues have completed on the curriculums for each
subject and year group, and I am looking forward to sharing
this with you soon. As our school community puts the
global challenges of the past two years behind us, I have no
doubt that we will continue to grow, develop and enrich the
opportunities we give to our pupils of all ages.
Finally, thank you so much for the support you have given
us throughout the year. Our school is successful because
of the strong partnership between our pupils, families and
school. We work together to support our pupils, working in
their best interests. Thank you for your support in attending
Parents’ Evenings and events; checking ClassCharts daily
and talking to your child about their learning. All of these
things contribute to your child’s wellbeing and education,
and I am looking forward to building upon this strong
partnership next year.
Mr L Sloman
Headteacher

The Woldgate Musical Returns!
PRESENTING

BUGSY MALONE
www.woldgate.net
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Accelerated Reader… The results are in!
Total words read and quizzed on this year:

51,053,722
Year group leader boards (words read since September)

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

1. 7RPA – 3,299,399

1. 8DLN – 8,010,729

1. 9JMR – 3,782,550

2. 7BER – 2,799,364

2. 8BSC – 4,593,963

2. 9HTA – 2,392,959

3. 7NTE – 2,721,697

3. 8SJW – 4,392,122

3. 9LCH – 1,395,874

Millionaire’s Club
Pupils who have read, and quizzed accurately on, more than 1 million words.

www.woldgate.net

Katie G (DLN)

Nelly (NTE)

Hannah O (DLN)

Imogen P (SJW)

Astrid (SJW)

Oliver P (BSC)

Will P (BTH)

Fin W (BSC)

Iona (JMR)

Eve B (DLN)
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Winners of the latest 50/50 Club Draws
Congratulations go to J and G Timmis and
Miss Walmsley the winners of May and June’s
50/50 Club Draw.
Friends of Woldgate School would like to thank all who have joined the 50/50 Club.
To join costs from £2 per month payable by standing order to the club for one ticket
(each additional ticket is £2.00, you can buy as many as you wish).
50% of the money raised is given in prize money to the winner and the remaining
50% benefits the whole school.
Anyone over the age of 18 years, connected with the school is eligible to join, if
interested please contact finance@woldgate.net for a standing order form and
further information.

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 289 July 2022

Page 4

FREE
SNACKS!
'The History

For Ages
11-18

of YOU' will
be focused
on telling ou
r stories
and celebra
ting where
we come
from! Explo
ring;
DRAMA
MUSIC
RAP
AND MORE!
There is som
ething for e
veryone!

Pocklington: 2n
d - 5th August
Stamford Bridg
e: 9th - 12th A
ugust

TO BOOK A SPOT OR FOR
MORE INFO PLEASE EMAIL:
HELLO@THUNKITTHEATRE.CO.UK
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September saw us return for
a ‘normal’ school year, we
welcomed Year 7 into our
school and we loved seeing
their Woldgate Bake Off
efforts, Izzy shows her effort
off here.

We also celebrated
Ella’s Triathlon triumph
representing Yorkshire and
England in the British Schools
Games in Loughborough.
Izzy - Our Bake Off Winner
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Jayzee Goes
the Extra Mile

In an astonishing
feat of
perseverance,
Jayzee in Year
10 cycled an
incredible 200
miles to raise
money for Cancer
Research UK.

October saw Miss Wilkinson and Mr Rees take over 40 of our Woldgate
pupils to Cottingham High School to take part in the first round of the East
Riding Cross Country Competition. The races ranged between 2,000m
to 5,750m and were differentiated for each age group and gender. A
phenomenal 17 Woldgate pupils qualified for the next round!

Cross Country Champions
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Our pupils worked incredibly hard in Design Technology during
their after school enrichment sessions to complete this moving
Remembrance Day Art installation.
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Mr Pringle Mouse
In Mrs Geary’s English class, pupils have
been enthralled by the extravagant
adventures of ‘Mr Pringle Mouse’. This
small wooden and carved creature has
become somewhat of an iconic member
of the class over recent weeks, turning
up in the most elaborate of places!
Although, he originally made his debut as a learning tool
used to help pupils think more carefully about narrative and
character. In a bid to engage pupils in the significance of
plot, character and setting, Mrs Geary has been engineering
situations in which the class character has become

quite the intrepid explorer and has sent his classmates
correspondence and pictures from a variety of locations.
In doing so, our pupils have been able to develop their
writing in more depth and detail. Indeed, so popular has the
narrative of Mr Pringle Mouse become that one Year 7 pupil
chose to independently write an imaginative newspaper
article investigating the character’s expeditions.
It’s wonderful to see pupils so engaged with the conscious
crafting of writing for purpose that they chose to do so
in their own time. Here is Sophie’s excellent imagined
journalism interview. We think she may have an excellent
career ahead of her and hope you agree.

BELOVED
MOUSE HOME
SAFE
AFTER
E L A B O R AT E
ADVENTURES!
A report by Sophie D in Year 7

C

lass M8 are pleased to announce
that, a beloved friend and class
member, Mr. Pringle Mouse has
arrived home after a series of wild adventures
away from school. But this mouse isn’t just
famous for his exciting escapades, he is also
known in the mouse world for his forever
growing hotel business… Pringle Towers!
After many days away from school, pupils
began to worry about Pringle when a
postcard arrived at Woldgate. It was from
Mr. Pringle himself and stated that he had
succeeded in his journey to conquer the
quest of the Golden Pringle and would be
on his way back to M8 very soon.

www.woldgate.net

Between writing his book and managing
Pringle Towers, we managed to [with great
difficulty] get an exclusive interview with
this well-known super mouse! I asked him
how he had been since his return from his
adventures:
“Well, there have been many instances
on my adventures where it has been life
or death, like when Lewis the cat almost
swallowed me and the Golden Pringle
whole,” Mr. Pringle Mouse exclaimed, “but
I am doing great now and I’m safely back
home in M8. Though, I have already been
piecing together ideas for my next trip away!

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

I’m planning on travelling to a faraway
land called Primrose Woods and although I
shouldn’t be gone for too long… just in case
I decide to spend more time travelling, I am
planning on sending weekly updates to the
pupils of Woldgate so we can keep in touch;
I also have my army of trusty warrior mice to
keep my safe from any dangers in the wild!”
Mr. Pringle Mouse stated.
As you can see, Mr. Pringle Mouse is an
eager explorer and a budding adventurer at
the start of his career. We expect that this
mighty mouse will do BIG things in this
wide world!
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Tree Topper
Competition
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The Christmas photo
competition winners were
announced and showcased in
January. Here are a few of the
images sent to us.

Evie – Stamford Bridge

Tilli – Barmby Moor

George – St Martins Primary School, Fangfoss
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Holocaust
Memorial
Day 2022
27th January marked the
anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest
Nazi death camp. Each year we
remember the six million Jews
murdered during the Holocaust,
the millions of people killed under
Nazi Persecution and in subsequent
genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda,
Bosnia and Darfur.
This year’s Holocaust Memorial Day theme was “One Day”. This can be
interpreted in different ways: many survivors tell of how one day changed
their lives forever, but also there is the hope that one day fear of prejudice and
hatred will be gone.
In school, Mr. Barratt’s Stars assembly focussed on this theme and the lives
still affected by prejudice and hatred.
We also welcomed YoYo, (York Schools and Youth Trust) into some Year 9
Religious Studies lessons on Monday 24th January to help pupils consider in
more depth the feelings of those affected by the Holocaust. The first group
learnt about the Weisse Rosen Resistance Group who refused to give in to the
Nazis. The pupils used the story of Sophie Scholl to write poems and thoughts
about a young person faced with a very difficult decision.
The second group found out about Dietrich Bonhoeffer and again created a
response in poetry to his stand against Fascism. Finally, the third group heard
the story of Corrie Ten Boom, who despite losing friends and family in the
Concentration Camps, felt that she had to shake the hand of a guard when she
met him later in life, because he asked her for forgiveness.
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The image shows a creation from the Woldgate School Art Department
some years ago as their response to Holocaust Memorial Day .

In Religious Studies lessons throughout the week, pupils considered the Kindertransport and those children who lost
everything, but were saved by generous citizens round the world who took them in as refugees in order to save them from
the gas chambers. Pupils coloured in flames, the symbol of the Holocaust Memorial Day with thoughts about who and why
we remember.
The Holocaust threatened the fabric of civilisation, and genocide must still be resisted every day. Holocaust Memorial Day
is an opportunity to learn more about the past and take action to create a safer future, whilst honouring those whose lives
were changed beyond recognition.
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We are us
I can see the faith,
I can see hope,
I can see everything that I want to complete,
I can see a blank piece of paper,
I can see a pen adjacent to the piece,
I can hear the persuasion of life or death,
I can hear the creak as persuasion is given
I’m doing the right choice,
I am choosing life or death,
Am I doing the wrong thing,
Should I give up,

Over many years, a number of pupils in Year 9 have had the
opportunity to visit Beth Shalom Holocaust Centre and Museum
as part of their Religious Studies’ lessons. Through exhibitions,
artefacts and guided visits they have learnt first-hand the horrors
of those who can no longer speak for themselves.
At Woldgate School, however, we have had the enormous
privilege of hosting a visit each year from Mr Arek Hersh. At age 11,
Mr Hersh was taken by Nazis to a small church in his hometown
of Sieradz along with his family and members of the Jewish
community. There, he was separated from his family and would
never see them again. Mr Hersch survived his time in two ghettos
and several Concentration Camps, before being liberated at age
16. Almost all of his family were murdered. Mr Hersch now shares
his testimony with pupils and does everything he can to counter
assertions that the Holocaust was just a ‘detail of history.’ Despite
his age, we hope that he will be able to visit us again soon.

Should I live my life and stop,
Or should I prove them wrong,
What should I do,
We should have rights,
We should have a say in things,
We should prove them wrong,
We should have freedom,
We shouldn’t have a choice to pick life or death,
We shouldn’t be treated like animals in a zoo,
This is not right,
This should be changed
This needs to be solved,
This needs to end,
This is not how we are supposed to be treated,
We are human,
We are not animals,
We are us.
Michelle Chi 9HSM
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House
Enrichment
Day

James’ Charity Run
When you are already an amazing
young person, and you do something
extraordinary- that is special! We are very
proud of you, James.

Year 10 pupils took
part in one of our
innovative House
Enrichment days.
Pupils learnt about
the significance of
Rangoli patterns
and the festival
of Diwali and
then were able to
produce their own
patterns.

On the 13th of February I went on a charitable run in Scunthorpe. Around 1016
people entered the 10km run. As I was the youngest attending (15) I came under
the Under 20s category in terms of positions overall and timings. I came fourth in
the under 20’s and 66th overall. My time was 39 minutes and 5 seconds which was
exceptional considering the harsh conditions - there were hills, heavy rains and
strong winds! This was the very first time I have ran 10km for charity. I did this in
honour of the work done by the British Heart Foundation and Cancer Research. It was
lovely to have 3 generations of my family participating in this event. I hope to run for
more charities in the nearby future and join in triathlons in the summer.
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Year 8 pupils created their
interpretation of Johns’ ‘0
through 9’ exploring layering
numbers and oil pastel
techniques.

Jasper Johns is an American painter and sculptor.
He is well known for his depictions of the American flag
and his work 0 through 9
Jasper John’s works sell for millions of dollars at sale
and auction, including a reported $110 million sale in
2010. John’s work has held the title of most paid for a
work by a living artist.
Johns has received many honours and in 2018 The
New York Times called him the United States’ “foremost
living artist.
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On the
beach!

Ellie was hard at work on Bridlington Beach carrying out a litter
pick. This is such a valuable contribution to our community as I
know a number of us travel to enjoy this stretch of coastline. What
a great way to look after our wildlife too. Well done, Ellie!
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A-Level Showcase
Dom Motiejunas’ Personal
Investigation on Portraits &
Emotions (Grade A) inspired
by the work of Mark Powell
and Davide Cambria
Dom was fascinated with portraits
and expression and used his family as
his subject matter for his A Level. He
started by taking photographs, then
digitally manipulated them and then
developed his painted portraits. He
mixed different and unusual materials
together as well as incorporating text
in to the backgrounds. The words were
carefully chosen to reflect his heritage
and he explored font design as well as
interesting layering techniques.
Dom is currently completing an Art
Foundation course at York before going
on to study Digital Art and Design at
university.
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Miss Hull, Assistant Headteacher writes:
Geography is so relevant to our lives and it is fantastic to be able to go out on
fieldwork to show pupils how the processes and concepts we learn about in the
classroom translate to the real world.
We had the opportunity to take our Year 10 and Year 12 Geographers to the Holderness Coast to explore how Coastal
Management is impacting both Hornsea and Mappleton. Armed with our clinometers, quadrats and ranging poles, we
completed beach profiles, groyne height measurements and sediment size and shape tests which pupils will then go
on to write about in their examinations (GCSE) or to develop the techniques further to complete their NEA independent
investigations (A-Level).
For many, this was their first school visit in several years due to COVID restrictions and we were incredibly fortunate to have
several days of sunshine to enhance the experience (a real rarity when it comes to Geography fieldwork!). Whilst the pupils
worked hard, we ensured they had the opportunity to have an ice cream whilst there, if they wished, to reward them for
their efforts!
Whilst on the coast, I was stopped by several members of the public who commented on how well behaved and polite our
pupils were. We are incredibly proud of our Woldgate pupils and this was so lovely to hear!
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‘I liked it because it was easier
to understand than doing it in
the classroom’
—Maisie, GCSE Geography Pupil

The Seder Plate
The Seder Plate in Year 8 Religious Studies lessons, pupils have
been looking at the theme of “Wise Words” with a focus on
Judaism. The pupils have learnt that even though they have the
Torah and other scriptures to read, Jews
remember their past by re-telling stories
and often this involves eating together,
too. There are many holy days in Judaism,
with the most important being Rosh
Hashanah, which is the Jewish New Year,
and Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement
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SPORTS DAY
IS BACK!

Woldgate Sports Day returned!
What an amazing event!

Spread across two days due to
a downpour on the first day,
the whole school engaged in
what can only be described as
a festival of sporting endeavour
and excellence the likes of
which Woldgate has never
seen
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Transition Update
Ms Minton visited a
number of Primary
schools. It was a
pleasure to meet with
pupils from:
»

Pocklington Junior School

»

St Mary and St Joseph
Catholic Primary School

»

Warter Primary School

»

Mount Pleasant Primary
School

»

Barmby Moor Primary
School
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Last week, we celebrated
with the Year 11s at the
Prom. Mrs Atkinson, their
Head of School said:
“I could not have asked
for a better evening to say
goodbye and thank you,
to them and their families!
It filled us with great pride
and joy, to watch them
arriving in their beautiful
outfits, surrounded by their
families and friends.
The evening was lovely—
the beautiful countryside
setting and the indoor
decorations by Mrs Wright
and her team, were just
stunning!
The smiles on their
faces, as they enjoyed
the swings, the rides, the
sunshine and each other’s
company, was just lovely.”
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Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit,
character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and
achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils
understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and
a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

319,429

CHARACTER

27,244

VALUE

39,627

TOTAL
REWARD
POINTS:

656,841

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute
to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

142,821

139,611
147,803

122,736

www.woldgate.net
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Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week
are:

Year 7:		

Ruby Rushmor Broome

Year 7:		

Alexia Marshall

Year 8:		

Cameron Ferry

Year 8:		

Jack Dower

Year 9:		

Emma Beevers

Year 9:		

Finn Harland

Year 10:

Samuel Preston

Year 10:

Max Clayton

Year 12:

Rosie Kennedy

Year 12:

Abbie Beadman

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this
week are:
Year 7:		

Alex Stewart

Year 8:		

Connor Sellars

Year 9:		

Karina Findley

Year 10:

Lilia Smith

Year 12:

Thomas Chantry

www.woldgate.net
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Please discuss these values with
your child, and do regularly look
at your child’s rewards on the
ClassCharts Parents’ App.
Every week, our Newsletter
and weekly pupil briefing
highlights examples of our pupils
demonstrating each of these
values, and we encourage all of
our pupils to embody each of
these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs L Cavanagh

Mrs A Carlill

Miss G Parkin

07790 987139

07980 702715

07790 987137

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

acarlill@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Mr M Elwers

Mrs H Cross

Mrs S Clark

07790 987131

07790 987142

07790 987009

melwers@woldgate.net

hcross@woldgate.net

sclark@woldgate.net

Deputy Designated Safeguarding
Lead and Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright
07790 987007
cwright@woldgate.net
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