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Silver Duke of Edinburgh Success
A group of seven Year 13 students recently completed their assessed
expedition for their Silver D of E award. Mrs Painter writes:

T

he group included Katie Cicirko,
Tom Cusick, George Guyll, Amy
Ramsden, Ellie Ramsden, Ella
Spanton and Lucy Wood. The group
had spent weeks planning and
preparing for their expedition which
took place over 3 days and 2 nights
out in the Yorkshire Dales. The
group started out in Grassington and
Friday 30th September 2016

finished day 1 taking in the sights
at Malham cove before setting up
camp in the rain. Day 2 brought
with it clear skies and saw the group
heading up for their next camp in
Kettlewell. With the end in sight
the group were up bright and early
on the Sunday and stormed the last
14km to enjoy the sunshine and a
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well-deserved ice cream in Burnsall.
The group performed excellently
throughout the expedition, demonstrating not only great navigational
skills but fantastic teamwork and
strength of character. I am
extremely proud of them
all, well done!
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Headteacher’s Welcome

ecently, we welcomed our Year 7 parents into Woldgate School for our Welcome Evening. It was
wonderful to meet parents and this was an opportunity for those joining the school to meet our
tutor team, staff and our Head of Lower School, Mr Sloman, and the Head of Care and Achievement for Year 7, Mr Chapman. The start of term is an important time for any pupil or Sixth Form
student, but particularly when they are starting at a new school. I have also seen our new Sixth Form
students settling in well, with students who have remained to study A-Level and BTEC qualifications
and new students making a great start to their studies.

Headteacher

On the 28th September we held our ‘Welcome to KS5 Evening’. This was an opportunity for parents
and students in the Sixth Form to meet the Woldgate Sixth Form College team and to hear about the programmes
of study, progression routes and key strategies and techniques needed for further study. The demands of A-Level
and BTEC study are such that students do need to develop the skills early in their course that will enable them to
build on strong foundations at GCSE.
For our existing and new parents, as briefly mentioned last week, our first Friends of Woldgate event is on Friday
14th October 2016 at 7:00pm. The Friends of Woldgate is run by parent and staff volunteers who give their time to
build links between home and school – to provide our pupils and students with new opportunities outside of the
formal classroom setting. The Parent Teacher Association helps to support expeditions, visits, clubs and teams,
whilst also helping the School Council to raise funds in order to bring about the change they would like to see in
school. From this year, departments, colleagues and pupils will be able to submit bids for the money raised. The
event is, of course, also an evening to relax with other parents and staff, and for your children to have an enjoyable
evening with friends. On Friday 14th October our Friends of Woldgate event will be the ‘Big Quiz’ – an opportunity
to assemble a top team of general knowledge experts, to socialise, and win the Woldgate Big Quiz trophy for 2016.
If you would like to help with the evening, then please do contact klawson@woldgate.net, who has kindly offered
to help organise the evening, or alternatively, please do join us on the night.
Our newsletter last week provided an opportunity to share with parents pictures and stories from our Sixth Form
College visit to Malawi. I know the huge commitment involved for pupils, staff and parents, when participating in
such an expedition, and especially for colleagues leading such an adventure, with our external partners. Opportunities such as this, though, alongside our other expeditions and visits, really do provide our young people with a
unique insight into the world around them, whilst also affording the time and space for the reflection which our
young people need in order to learn about different cultures and to gain insight into the lives of others.
It is also pleasing when our young people actively seek to give something back and make a positive change for the
good of others. I know the work with the Enukweni Library will, for many years to come, make a difference to the
young people and families in the community it serves. I am also sure that the experience of four days trekking, the
people our students met along the way, the culture and the fabulous country they explored, will stay with them
for a long time to come. Our Year 12 students who are currently planning their expedition, will be looking forward
to visiting Tanzania in Africa and I’m sure will, like our students who visited Malawi, be great ambassadors for our
school.
Do have a good weekend

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
2
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Key Dates
2016 - 2017

Autumn Term
7th September - 21st October
31st October - 16th December

Spring Term
3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

Summer Term
24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Parents’ Evenings

Headteacher’s
Award
Year 7
Sophie Bruen
Holly Johnson

Year 8
Molly Menneer
Henry Atkinson

Year 11
7th February 2017
Year 10
25th May 2017
Year 9
13th February 2017
Year 8
5th July 2017
Year 7
11th July 2017

Staff
Training Days
17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

Tempest Photography came into
school at the start of term to take
individual pupil photographs.
By now your child will have been
given their school photograph by
their Form Tutor. If you would like
to place an order please be aware
that these need to be returned
to school, with completed order
form and payment, by Monday
3rd October at the latest. Orders
placed after this date will incur a
late charge.

Year 9
K arolina Stonicute
C ameron Wilcox

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge

Year 11
Eddie Finch
A mber Lewis

Year 13
17th October 2016
Year 12
8th December 2016

School
Photographs
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New Governors
We are always seeking to involve our Parents and our wider Community in
the good governance of Woldgate.
As a part of this process we would be very happy to hear from anyone who
feels that they can contribute to the wide and varied tasks that we undertake in governing at Woldgate.
Governing today involves many skills that you will use in your daily life from
caring to cash flows. Please don't be put off coming forward because you
don't think you are qualified or experienced enough, some our best Governors start as simply interested parties!
So if you (or someone you know of) want to come and contribute to our super
School and to its wellbeing and good running, please contact the school.
If you can email an expression of interest with your contact details to
hwalker@woldgate.net in the first instance, then we can contact you for a
chat over a coffee.
John Sinclair Chair of Governors

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 30th September 2016
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LOWER SCHOOL

O

Mr Sloman Writes:

ur school is a community and, as we begin the new academic year, it is wonderful to see our
pupils return to school, meet with friends and focus on their work together. We have had a
fantastic start to the year and I know that pupils in all year groups will do their best.

Our Year 7 pupils are settling in well to life at Woldgate School; they are now finding their way around
the school with confidence, making new friends and managing their homework well. They are polite,
H
L
S
courteous and are eager to do well and I have no doubt they will achieve great things during the next
few years. Many of our Year 7 pupils will be acting as ambassadors during our upcoming Open Evening
and are eager to show our visitors around the school and tell them about all the opportunities on offer.
M r L S loman

ead of ower chool

As our Year 8 pupils move into their second year at Woldgate School, it is an opportunity for them to reflect on their
first year of secondary school and develop their interests, skills and understanding. It is also an opportunity for
pupils to make the most of extra-curricular opportunities, such as trying out for the school sports teams, or taking
part in our annual musical production. Furthermore, this year is an opportunity for our Year 8 pupils to help and
mentor our Year 7 pupils.
For our Year 9 pupils, this year is very important as they begin the process of researching and choosing their GCSE
option subjects for Years 10 and 11. They will be guided through this important process by their subject teachers,
form tutors and Head of Care & Achievement. Over the next few months, our Year 9 pupils will begin to consider
their future plans and ambitions during their careers lessons as part of this process.
I know that this year, our Lower School pupils will make the most of all the opportunities our school has to offer and
achieve their potential.

Uniform Years 8 and 9
Following requests from parents it has now been decided that the new uniform can be worn by pupils in Years 8 and
9 from January 2017 therefore we will be opening the Uniform Shop from 3.30pm to 6pm on Monday 3rd, 10th and
17th October for parents to come into school and order/buy any uniform that may be required.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

I

t has been a fantastic start to the new academic year with both the introduction of our new rewards
system together with our houses. I am excited to see that our Upper School pupils have accumulated almost 4000 merits between them so far, an incredible amount for such a short time.

M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

It has already been a very busy time for our Year 11 pupils who, on the one hand, have been working
hard towards their ISA assessments in Science and on the other, exploring different options for their
post-16 choices. This comes ahead of our Careers Evening which is being held on 13th October.

Meanwhile our Year 10 pupils have been enjoying success with a good win from our football team
earlier this week. The year group have also taken part in Football and Dodgeball competitions during their enrichment time where their competitive spirit shone through, particularly with house points on offer. It has been lovely
to see them settle so well into Upper School and I’m looking forward to working with both the pupils, Mrs Geary and
their tutors over the coming months.

Care & Achievement
Co-Ordinators

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
Lower School

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
Upper School

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
S ixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

Friday 30th September 2016
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Out of Catchment B1 and H1 Bus Service

I

f your child travels on the H1 and B1 buses and purchases single use daily passes at reception, please note that
the pass is only to be used on the day of purchase, and/or the following morning. It is for this reason that we limit
purchase of these passes to two per pupil at any time. Both buses are now nearly at capacity, and it is essential
that we do not exceed loading limits.
Please be reminded, if you pay for your child’s bus pass by instalment, that your next payment for the H1 and B1
buses is now due. Payment can be made by online payment, or by cheque/cash (clearly marked with your child’s
name and the number of the bus they travel on).
We are pleased to again publish the revised bus times for the B1 and H1 out of catchment bus services. Baldrys
Coaches have requested that pupils please make sure they are at the bus stop 5-10 minutes ahead of their published
stop times so that pupils can safely board the bus ahead of the time allocated to drivers for leaving each stop.
If you require further information please contact Sharon Hogg, Head of Operations and Administration
(shogg@woldgate.net).
Service B1 - Bubwith Start
Bubwith
Stop adjacent to the White Swan
Public House
And at Vine Gardens

07:45

Woldgate School

15:50

Harlthorpe

07:55

Holme upon Spalding Moore

16:15

Laytham

07:56

Foggathorpe

16:20

Foggathorpe

08.04

Laytham

16:30

Holme upon Spalding Moor
Stop adjacent to the
Primary School
And adjacent to
“Nita’s Fruit and Veg”

08:15

Harlthorpe

16:31

Woldgate School

08:40

Bubwith

16:33

Service H1 - Holme upon Spalding Moor Start via Market Weighton

6

Holme upon Spalding Moor
Stop adjacent to the Primary
School and
Stop adjacent to
“Nita’s Fruit and Veg”

08:00

Woldgate School

15:50

Market Weighton
Stop near MW side of the “Cat
Protection League” site

08:13

Shiptonthorpe

16:05

- And Bradley Memorial

08:15

- And Tesco Supermarket

08:17

- And RC Infants School

08:20

Shiptonthorpe
Stop near “George F. White”
estate agents.

08:25

Market Weighton

16:13

Woldgate School

08:45

Holme upon Spalding Moor

16:35

Issue 66

www.woldgate.net

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

I
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

t has been a fantastic three weeks in the Sixth Form as students settle in to the new term and,
for our Year 12s, their new courses. Students have begun the term with a positive attitude, high
levels of motivation and an excellent work ethic. I have been very impressed by how many of our
students have taken up the additional opportunities we have offered since the start of term. We have
over twenty Year 12 students working with our SEN department to provide support to younger pupils
in lessons and through mentoring. We also have around half of the year group offering their time
to departments by supporting Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 lessons in specific subject areas. These
students are an asset to the College and excellent role models to younger pupils.

At Woldgate Sixth Form College, we know that universities and employers are not just looking at a set of grades.
The personal statement or application form is key for students in setting themselves aside from other applicants.
This is one of the reasons why we feel it is so important to provide a wide range of enrichment opportunities for
our students. Every student is given 2 hours of enrichment time per week and here are just some of the examples
of the Enrichment activities taking place this year: in-class support work with younger students; work experience
in primary schools, nurseries and care homes; sports coaching; volunteering with local charities such as riding for
the disabled; sporting activities such as our Sixth Form football team; Gold Arts Award; mentoring younger pupils;
we also offer the opportunity for students to complete online training, for example courses in counselling. These
enrichment opportunities help students to develop an enormous range of skills, but also provide crucial experience
for any student contemplating a certain career, for example in medicine, teaching or social work.

European Commonwealth Shooting Championships

L

uke Young, Year 13 has just
returned from Wales where
he was competing in the European Commonwealth Shooting
Championships, Shooting Olympic Skeet. Luke was chosen by the
CPSA which are the governing
body of the sport in England, for
a development place. These are
aimed at young up and coming
shooters who show potential to
medal in future large events, and
he returned top of the development category and 11th overall
in the main competition against
World Cup and Commonwealth
Games medalists.
Luke has only been shooting
Olympic Skeet competitively for 3
years, having only picked up a gun
4 years ago. He chose Olympic
Skeet, known as the most difficult of all clay shooting disciplines

Friday 30th September 2016
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and was told it would take 5 - 6 years
to make an international team. 2016
has brought many successes including making all 4 junior finals at selection shoots winning 2 slivers in the
process. Then again in Wales Luke won
the Welsh Grand Prix beating seniors
and Juniors to win the Gold medal and
overall champion.
Olympic Skeet is one of only 3 clay
shooting disciplines at the Olympic
games and Luke will be a junior until
he is 21. So there is plenty of time to
aim for a senior place. Luke has been
offered a place on the Great Britain
Talent Academy for 2017 and will be
travelling abroad to shoot Grand Prix
championships to gain experience,
and hopefully fulfill his ambition of
shooting for his country at
the Commonwealth and
Olympic games.
7

Located on the edge of the beautiful Yorkshire Wolds, our school has a long tradition of being at the heart of the community, and we are
proud to serve the market town of Pocklington, the City of York and the surrounding villages, providing excellent education
and opportunities for each and every pupil.
We are a school with a positive, welcoming, warm atmosphere, in which pupils take pride in their achievements and where each individual
pupil achieves academically through consistently good teaching, in an environment that seeks to nurture their love of
learning and challenges them to excel.
Woldgate is a school with a distinct vision for education. Our view of an outstanding school is based on shared values,
where every child is known and cared for as an individual. To cultivate this, we build a supportive and caring community,
where a child’s talents can grow through academic study and the opportunity to participate in the many activities,
productions, expeditions and visits that make Woldgate School unique.
Last summer 70% of pupils gained the ‘Gold Standard’ of 5 or more A*-C grades including English and Maths. This summer 74% of pupils
gained 5 or more A*-C grades including English and Mathematics. Indeed, 83% of our pupils achieved an A*-C grade in
Mathematics and 79% in English Literature. 50% of pupils achieved an A*-A grade.

GCSE Results

It gives me great pleasure, therefore, to invite you and your child to our Open Evening on Thursday 6th October.
Please arrive at 6:45pm for a 7:00pm start.

50%

74%

Achieved 5 GCSE
A* to C grades including
English and Maths.

74%

80%

Jonathan Britton Headteacher

GCSE Results
Achieved an A* or A
grade

50%

of pupils achieved 5
GCSE grades
or more at A* to C.

80%

OPEN EVENING | THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER, 7PM

Achieved 5 GCSE
A* to C grades
including
Achieved
an A* or A
email: office@woldgate.net
www.woldgate.net
English and Maths.
grade

of pupils achieved 5

GCSE
telephone:
01759grades
302395

or more at A* to C.

OPEN EVENING | THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER, 7PM
email: office@woldgate.net

www.woldgate.net

telephone: 01759 302395

