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NEWSLETTER
‘Ev ery thing you do shou ld be worth y, of gr eat m erit, ch a r acter a n d va lu e.’
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Welcome to Woldgate: Open Evening

O

ur school Open Evening on Thursday was attended by over 1000
children and parents from both
within and outside of our catchment area.
Our pupils were absolutely fantastic,
welcoming our visitors with huge smiles
as they talked with real pride about their
school. The evening had a wonderful feel
and a real buzz, as prospective parents
and pupils explored the many departments and classrooms. Every department
was full of wonderful displays, excited
pupils and colleagues who were passionate about their individual subjects.
Friday 7th October 2016

This year we also asked our Year 7 pupils
to act as tour guides after only a few
weeks at the school. They were so excited
about the role and talked to parents at
length about their subjects and how the
enjoyed their new school. It was also
especially nice to receive feedback from
parents following the evening. One
parent commented “We were particularly
impressed with our tour guide, Gaby, who
after only three weeks of being at your
school, was very knowledgeable and
confident and seemed to already have a
good rapport with a lot of the teachers.
Issue 67

Many thanks again for the hard work that
staff and pupils put in to the evening”.
We would also like to thank parents for
your support, in asking your son or daughter to attend the evening to help our
community and for your many positive
comments to prospective parents about
the work we do. It is very much appreciated and we’re very grateful for your
support.
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Headteacher’s Welcome

ast week we invited our colleagues from the Local Authority (LA) to inspect the school on
Monday, with an emphasis on Safeguarding, and then again on Thursday, with a focus on whole
school performance. The Inspection Team comprised of specialists in each area of our provision,
with a particular emphasis on achievement, behaviour and safeguarding. The Local Authority Lead
Adviser, LA Specialist Advisers and Ofsted Inspectors formed the team, and over the two days they
visited classrooms, talked to pupils and interviewed colleagues as they formed a judgement about
the school.

Headteacher

I thought it would be appropriate to share with you the initial findings from our inspection
and, when the full report is published, I will provide further detail.
The inspection team believes the school is swiftly moving to ‘Outstanding’ in all categories. The team
also believed that the ‘school can be the best school in the East Riding, one of the very best in the region
and in the country’.
In our first category the inspectors graded the Achievement of pupils in school as ‘Outstanding’.

Achievement of pupils: Outstanding.
The outstanding judgement was reached due to outcomes pupils achieve in Lower and Upper School.
It was also especially pleasing to see that the inspectors recognised that school has ensured all of its
pupils achieve – especially those who could face potential barriers to learning.

KS3: Outstanding.
KS4: Outstanding and Pupil Premium is a significant strength.
In our second category we also achieved an ‘Outstanding’ judgement.

Behaviour and Safeguarding: Outstanding.
Here the inspectors felt the school had high expectations of its pupils. Inspectors commented on the
effective Behaviour for Learning, relationships, satisfaction by pupils, orderly movement around the
school and the high levels of full engagement.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
2
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Key Dates
2016 - 2017

Autumn Term

With regard to Safeguarding and Child Protection, our procedures
and care of vulnerable and Looked after Children (those pupils in
care) were identified as ‘exemplary’. The inspectors believed the
whole ethos of ‘Safeguarding’ was apparent throughout the school.
The most positive part of the two days, though, in my opinion, was
the ‘Pupil Voice’. I know for me personally, and for my colleagues, it is
a desire to do the very best for our children that drives us forward. It
was, therefore, wonderful to hear our pupils’ feedback to inspectors.

24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Pupils’ impression was that they love coming to this school, and
being part of this community and have quickly settled into life here
because of the great support they are giver by staff and their fellow
pupils. Several commented that when they talk to their friends at
other schools, they say it’s not the same. Our pupils feel that the
community spirit is going to get better in the future too as our new
Houses are developed. Additionally, pupils told of how much they
value the opportunities they get to do a wide range of activities.
They also talked about how much they appreciate and value the staff
for their care and support and were able to give many examples of
staff going the extra mile to help them. Finally, they also said they
love the new changes: the uniform, improvements to buildings, the
Houses and the new reward system.

Parents’ Evenings

The Local Authority also described the whole school ethos is ‘exceptionally positive’, as well as ‘really caring and welcoming’.

Year 13
17th October 2016

I would, therefore, like to express my gratitude to our pupils and my
colleagues, who gave of their time and underwent a rather intensive
two days to ensure, as a school community, we are doing the very
best for our children. I would also like to thank parents, who continue to offer their overwhelming support and continue to ensure both
pupils and colleagues are encouraged and supported in their work.

7th September - 21st October
31st October - 16th December

Spring Term
3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

Summer Term

Year 12
8th December 2016
Year 11
7th February 2017
Year 10
25th May 2017

Thank you and do have a good weekend.

Year 9
13th February 2017
Year 8
5th July 2017
Year 7
11th July 2017

Staff
Training Days
17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

Headteacher’s
Award
Year 7
Isla McDaid
Max Brown

Year 8
Abi Rennison
Ben Deadman

Year 9
Daisy Mapplebeck
Alistair Jennings

Year 10
Oakley Harrison
Tilly Mitchell
Ben Hodder

Year 11
Adam Smith
Linda Bottomer

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 7th October 2016
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

T

he best measure of a school is its pupils, and visitors are always impressed with how polite, calm
and friendly our pupils are. This was particularly evident on Thursday during our Open Evening
for Year 5 and Year 6 pupils. During the evening, parents and children were welcomed into our
school and shown around by our impressive Year 7 pupils, who acted a tour guides and answered
questions. A huge number of pupils from every year group also helped out in subject departments,
welcoming our visitors and talking about their learning and opportunities in school. Our visitors
M r L S loman
H
L
S
commented on how smart, polite, enthusiastic and happy our pupils are, and how proud they are of
their school. I am immensely proud of all our pupils and I know that they will continue to make Woldgate School the positive, warm and welcoming school it is.
ead of ower chool

The KP Woldgate Challenge:
Maths
On Wednesday 5th October, pupils from
local primary schools met at the KP to take
part in one of our KP Woldgate Challenge afternoons. The KP Woldgate Challenges are
a series of events focussing on subjects like
Literacy, Science, Technology and the first
event of the year was focussed on Maths.
Pupils worked in teams with pupils from other primary schools to solve a series of Maths
and numeracy-based problems and puzzles,
led by our experienced Maths teachers. The
event is a great way for primary school pupils to make new friends, develop their numeracy and problem-solving skills whilst having fun.
At the end of the afternoon, the winning team was presented with their prizes, and all participating pupils received a certificate and gift for taking part. The winning team this year was the Pink team, helped
by our Sixth Form student Nikki Ridsdale.
Thank you very much to everyone who took part and helped to make the event successful. It was a very
enjoyable afternoon for all involved.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

Y

esterday our Year 11 pupils received their first progress report of the year which gives them
an early indication of how well they are performing in each of their subjects and will no doubt
prompt lots of discussion about how they can prepare themselves for the months ahead.

For parents, Year 11 can also be a stressful time as you want to support your child but are often unsure
about how to help. With this in mind Mrs Atkinson and myself will be running two Study Support
M s A L ongstaff
evenings after half term where we will be giving you and your child information about additional
H
U
S
help that will be available for them throughout the year together with some hints and tips about how
you can get involved. The information about this evening, together with some details about revision
material available, was included in the envelope with your child’s report; please let Mrs Wright know if you haven’t
yet received the envelope.
ead of

pper

chool

Looking ahead to next week we have our Beyond 16 event for Year 11 pupils on Thursday 13th October where there
will be representatives from a wide range of local educators and careers, including Woldgate Sixth Form. A range
of post-16 qualifications will be represented, from Apprenticeships to A Levels and our Careers Advisor, Jill Gates,
will also be on hand to answer any questions you may have.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

Friday 7th October 2016

Year 11 Careers Fair
Final reminder that next Thursday, 13th October, Woldgate is hosting its annual 'beyond 16' event again. Pupils
were given a letter to take home 3 weeks ago which
outlined the companies/organisations that had been
invited to host stalls at the careers fair. All parents/
carers of Year 11 pupils are invited to attend with their
pupils. The event runs from 4:30-7:00 in the main hall.
Please contact Mr Barrett if you have any questions
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House Ranking

1

Warren
Dale

2

Kirby
Underdale

3

Millington
Dale

4

Great
Givendale

5

Thixendale

The Great
Woldgate Family
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Thixendale 10 points
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Millington Dale - 35 points

E

•

D

Warrendale - 40 points

S OF WOL

•

Organised by
ND

Great Givendale - 80 points

IE

•

R

Kirby Underdale - 90 points

TICKETS £3

Live musical entertainment
Raffle prizes to be won
Refreshments available

European Week of
Languages Results
•

friday 14th October 2016
7:00pm start
Woldgate School

Form a team of up to eight and have
a fun family night raising funds
for the friends of woldgate.

SCHO OL &

Tickets from Woldgate Reception
Call 01759 302395 (press 8)

Are you up to the challenge?

Of great merit, character and value

Designed by freepik.com

Untitled-1 2

Year 10 Enrichment Sports
•

Great Givendale- 25 points (Football)
30 points (Dodgeball) - Total 55 points

•

Kirby Underdale- 5 points (Football) 10
points (girls Football) - Total 15 points

•

Millington Dale- 30 points (Football)
60 points (Dodgeball) 15 points
(girls Football) - Total 105 points

•

Warrendale- 25 points (Football)
15 (Dodgeball) - Total 40 points

•

Thixendale- 5 points (Football) 30
points (Dodgeball) - Total 35 points

04/10/2016 10:24

House

Competition
This is your opportunity to make history!
Design a mascot for your House.
How do you want your house to be identified?
What do you want your house to be about?
Your House, your design, your rules!
Entires to House Captains by
Friday 21st October.
Winning designs will be decided by Houses and will be
made into promotional material for each House.
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

I

t was a pleasure to welcome so many of our Year 12 and Year 11 students and parents to our Key
Stage 5 evening on Wednesday last week. The transition from GCSE to A Level and BTEC study can
be challenging, and establishing good study skills from the start of the year makes an enormous
difference in managing this transition. Sixth Form students have around 6-8 study periods built into
their timetable. These study periods exist because they need them. We know that successful A level
students complete at least an hour of study outside the classroom for every hour they spend inside
the classroom. That means that students ought to be studying for at least 16 hours per week and will
M rs K L awson
H
S
F
need to use their study periods wisely, as well as balancing their time on an evening and weekend. We
recommend creating a weekly schedule, with time allocated for each subject to ensure that there is
enough time set aside for each subject, whilst also balancing part-time work, hobbies and relaxation time. Studying
in the Sixth Form is full-time job in itself: we know that there is huge value in part-time work, particularly in gaining
valuable skills and experience, but we also know that students who work more than 9 hours per week in a part-time
job will do on average half a grade worse than a student who works less than 9 hours per week. On top of all that we
do highly recommend that our students also have some time off to relax and have fun!
ead of

ixth

orm

We also know that the difference for many students in achieving their goals is the care, support and knowledge of
them as an individual that our experienced tutor and Sixth Form staff team are able to provide. It is this care that
forms the centre of all of the work we do with our Sixth Form students. Our knowledge of your child as a unique individual, where every member of staff knows them by name and can build on the success that your child has achieved
at GCSE, means that we can provide personalised support to our young people. Students have a network of support
around them at Woldgate, through daily contact with their Form Tutor and through Mrs Bourne, the Attendance,
Achievement & Care Co-ordinator, who is based in the Sixth Form study room, ensuring that students and parents
have a member of staff on hand at all times of the school day. Mr Martin, our Senior Tutor, and myself as Head of
Sixth Form, are also available to provide advice, guidance and support to students and parents. We are very proud
of this care and investment in the young people in our Sixth Form, and the opportunity it gives them to thrive. This
care and investment in the young people in our Sixth Form ensures that they thrive in this environment.

Friday 7th October 2016
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Woldgate is

Sports Fixture
Results:

awarded the Silver
School Games
Mark!

Year 10 Netball beat Howden
and Market Weighton.
Player of the matches:
Charlotte Barlow.

The School Games Mark is a
Government led awards scheme
launched in 2012 to reward
schools for their commitment to
the development of competition
across their school and into the
community.

Year 7 Boys Football beat Hornsea.
Player of the match:
Sam Lazenby.

Woldgate School has been recognised as a school that tracks
young people’s participation,
provides opportunities for young
people to become active in physical activity and provide opportunities for young people to lead
and manage sporting activities.

Year 9 & 10 Boys Football lost to
Hornsea.
Players of the match:
Kai Burch (Year 10) and
Jack Wright (Year 9)
Year 8 boys Rugby participated
in a friendly Rugby tournament
organised by the
RFU at Pocklington Rugby club.

We have seen a rise in extra
curricular involvement this year
and we are currently running
teams in girls and boys Cross
Country, Football and Rugby
and Netball. Next half term we
will be offering different activities for our pupils to participate
in. Remember to speak to your
Form Reps if you would like to
see a club on the extra-curricular
programme.
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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A family of schools
with shared values
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Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535
Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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