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‘Merry Christmas Everyone’
I
Head of Holistic Education, Mr Trevaskiss writes:
t has been a very busy end to the
term for our musical pupils. Our
Christmas Concert was once again
held in All Saints’ Church, Pocklington and proved to be an enormous
success. The range and quality of
music made for an eclectic experience for a very appreciative audience of over 150.
The concert opened with our large
String Orchestra playing three pieces
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including the Allegretto by Diabelli.
This was then followed by the Brass
Group that has matured into a warm
and wonderfully balanced sound.
Special mention should go to those
Brass players who received highly
successful results for their exams
earlier in the day, including Lorna
Blackmore in Year 13 who has passed
her Grade 8.

with the Woodwind Group playing
versions of Silent Night and ‘Let it
Snow’. Congratulations are due to
Jessica Forman and Sophie Burn for
all their organisation and running of
rehearsals as well as producing such
a great sound! To supplement the
Woodwind group we also had two
pieces by a Flute Choir.
Continued on page 7...

A pupil-led Ensemble was next
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Headteacher’s Welcome

s we approach the end of term, I believe our pupils and my colleagues are looking forward to
the festivities and a well-earned holiday. This term, we’ve seen the introduction of the new
Reward system and our new Houses. It has, therefore, being wonderful to see the number of
rewards pupils are achieving, as highlighted last week, and also the number of House Points they are
collecting.

M r J B ritton
Headteacher

Our first House Enrichment Day will take place next term and then we’ll allocate a day every term to
bring our Year Groups together, so they can participate in activities and competitions, whilst working
with fellow pupils and students from other Year groups.

Our leader board is constantly changing but, as of last week, Warrendale was once again in the lead and Millington
Dale had moved to second place. Only 10 points separated the two great Houses. I know our House Captains, led by
Mr Trevaskiss, are looking forward to the House days to redress this balance, as they lead our pupils in the various
challenges that await them.
As well as bringing our community together with different Year groups supporting each other, on our House Days
we will also be focusing on the development of ‘Soft Skills’. These skills are frequently identified by employers and
universities as critical to the success of our children and our House Days will, I’m sure, provide our pupils with an
opportunities to specifically develop each of these skills.
The skills we will be focusing on are as follows (as identified by national employers and Russell Group Universities):• Creativity
•

Teamwork

•

Communications

•

Resilience

•

Problem Solving

•

Time Management and Organisation

In addition, our Year 7 pupils have already started the ‘Skills for
Life’ led by Mr Barrett and are already receiving recognition as
part of their Citizenship programme.
With over 86,000 points already awarded in a matter of months, we are making great progress and seeing our
children receiving recognition for participating, leading or winning.
‘Playing’ - Attend a club or activity (can be given each occasion), enter a competition etc.
‘Leading’ - Taking responsibility, Captain, leading a rehearsal, coaching others, form rep over a period of time
‘Winning’ - Winning a competition, passing a music exam, special awards etc.
I would like to wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Key Dates
2016 - 2017

Autumn Term

Headteacher’s
Award

House Ranking

Year 7
Joseph Wallis
Marie Gowthorpe

31st October - 16th December

Spring Term
3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

Summer Term
24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Parents’ Evenings
Year 12
8th December 2016
Year 11
7th February 2017
Year 10
25th May 2017

Year 8
Chloe Afford
Holly Lonsdale

Year 9
Jacob L ane
Hannah Narey

Year 10
Libbie Rothwell-Inch
Emily Ellison
Will Ella

Year 11

1

Millington
Dale

2

Warrendale

3

Underdale

4

Great
Givendale

5

Thixendale

Kirby

Charlotte Gregory
Owen Jones

Year 9
13th February 2017
Year 8
5th July 2017
Year 7
11th July 2017

Staff
Training Days
17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

Holistic Eductaion Programme Survey
We are currently reviewing our Holistic Education Programme and would
be very grateful if you could take a few moments with your child to help
provide some valuable feedback on our current provision and to the school
in its planning for next year. We are particularly interested in your views with
regard to the provision of lunchtime and after-school clubs. We would like
to hear your thoughts and ideas on the type of new activities you’d like to
see and which current clubs are particularly good.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WG-Holistic

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 16th December 2016
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

C
M r L S loman

Head of Lower School

hristmas is a special time of year, when different people join together as a community to celebrate what we share in common. This has been particularly true at Woldgate School over the
last few weeks, and on Tuesday evening I joined other teachers, pupils and their families and
friends at our annual Christmas Concert at All Saints Church. Our pupils’ performances were superb,
and everyone had a great time. Heads of Care & Achievement have been holding assemblies, in which
pupils’ achievements and contributions to school life have been recognised and celebrated, and prizes
awarded. Finally, our church service on Wednesday morning was a great opportunity for our pupils to
join together in celebrating Christmas.

As we head towards the holidays and the new year, I would like to say a big well done to all our pupils for the effort,
determination, team work, resilience and character they have shown over the past year. All of them have met and
overcome challenges, achieved ambitions and set their sights high and, for our Year 9 pupils, 2017 will be a pivotal
year in their lives as they begin their GCSE studies. I wish all our pupils a Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year and a
good rest. See you in 2017!

Chocolate Box Challenge

O

n Friday 9th December, Woldgate School Sixth Form pupils joined Year 5 and Year 6 pupils from local primary
schools for the Woldgate School Chocolate Box Challenge Day. Our pupils worked Sixth Form students in
supporting primary school pupils to design, cost and market a box of Christmas chocolates to raise money
for a charity of their choice. Pupils worked in teams, supported by the older students, with each pupil taking on the
role of Managing Director, Finance Director, Marketing Executives and Graphic Designer. Primary school pupils had
to use a range of skills, including creativity, team work, problem solving and marketing strategies to win.
Before lunch, each team presented their business plan and designs to our Sixth Form pupils and Sixth Form
students. The best five business plans went through to the final round, when the primary school pupils presented
their business plans to the panel of expert judges. During the prize giving ceremony, the winning team from St
Martin’s School, Fangfoss received a trophy and all primary pupils received a certificate for taking part. The judges
commented upon how impressed they were with all the business plans and the professionalism shown by the pupils.
The Chocolate Box Challenge day was a great success, and I would like to thank our Sixth Form pupils for supporting
the younger pupils so well.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

A
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

s we reach the end of the Autumn Term, it has been an extremely enjoyable, if not busy week.
One of the highlights of the school year was on Wednesday when our school community came
together to attend our Christmas services which had been arranged by some of our Year 10
pupils. This year they have chosen to support the charity MIND who provide advice and support for
people experiencing mental health problems. This can be a difficult time of year for many people with
a great number of families affected by mental health issues of some kind, however big or small, many
often unspoken about. It has been lovely to hear many of our pupils openly discussing good mental
health, a topic we will be building on in future months.

This week has also seen both Year 10 and Year 11 pupils celebrate their most recent achievements with their respective prize draw assemblies. Both year groups have made excellent progress this term and Year 11 pupils should now
have brought home their second progress report of the year. They start the New Year with their Mock GCSE exams
and it has been fantastic to see many of them planning their revision tasks so they can take some time out over the
festive season.
All that remains is to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year and to wish our Year 11 pupils
good luck with their exams.

The Chocolate Box Challenge

Friday 16th December 2016
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‘Pop and Soul Group’ then gave us
a rousing rendition of the Shakin’
Stevens’ hit ‘Merry Christmas Everyone’ before the first half was brought
to a close with the fantastically aspirational and uplifting ‘I Just Might’
revived from our recent production
of ‘9 to 5: The Musical’ that featured
the hugely talented Hannah Child,
Gracie Edwards and Megan Waite.
We were treated to some Carols

from the Woldgate School Orchestra
during the interval before their two
concert pieces ‘It’s Beginning to Look
Like Christmas’ and ‘White Christmas’ in the ‘Strictly Come Dancing ‘
style of a Bossa Nova! Our Orchestra
has grown into a rich, balanced sound
now with over 40 players! Our Friday
rehearsals are always well attended
and fun and this sense of enjoyment
was well communicated to our audience in some style.

Megan Preece in Year 13 gave us a
fine solo performance in her seventh
Christmas Concert. Megan has aspirations of attending the Liverpool
Institute for Performing Arts and it’s
not difficult to understand why she
should be aiming high.
She also featured in the A Capella
group ‘Harmonics’ alongside Megan
Waite and Sophie Burn, giving
highly accomplished performances

of close-harmony singing made all
the more impressive as they were
entirely their own arrangements.
In between our large choir gave an
impressive performance in several
parts of ‘Winter Wonderland’
Our Chamber Orchestra played their
favourite piece from this term’s
rehearsals with ‘Folk Songs from
Somerset’ by Vaughan Williams. It’s
a great piece that gives everyone
a chance to shine, and shone they
did! They also played two clever
arrangements of well known carols
before being joined by the Choir for
the massive challenge of taking on
Handel’s famous ‘Hallelujah Chorus’
from ‘Messiah’. This brought a
fantastic conclusion to the concert
items before everyone joined in for a
community singalong.

It’s always a great experience to
perform concerts but even more so
when we are privileged to make use
of such a lovely setting. Of course the
next day we were back in All Saint’s
Church for our Christmas Services.
This again proved to be another
fantastic experience for everyone
involved-this time it was the whole
school of course! Well done to all the
Readers and Musicians who took part
and especially well done to the Year
10 pupils who organised the whole
thing. We were also able to donate
nearly £500 to their chosen charity
‘Mind’ so thank you to everyone for
their generosity.

Winter Warmer

I

t was wonderful to invite some older members of our community to a “Winter Warmer” on Wednesday afternoon.
Mrs Clark and her Sixth Form Health and Social class, helped to host the tea party and chat with the guests, along
with Maisie Bolt 10DEE and Caitlin McAreavey 10DEE both of whom visit elderly neighbours as part of their Duke
of Edinburgh volunteering.
The afternoon began with a concert from the Woodwind Group and Flute Choir, led and organised by Jess Forman
in 11JMR and culminated with Carol Singing with the guests joining in.
The event was very well received and the guests said how much they appreciated being invited; the pupils enjoyed
talking to the guests too, some of whom had links with Woldgate School including the names on the boards in the
Hall.
We would like to thank Mr Helbrow, Catering Manager, without whom the event would not have been possible.
It is hoped that we can repeat the occasion in the future.

Friday 16th December 2016
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‘A Christmas Carol’
Mrs Wellock writes:
Last week, all of Year 8 were invited
to a performance of ‘A Christmas
Carol’ in the school hall. The pupils are
coming to the end of studying a playscript adaptation of the classic 19th
Century novel by Charles Dickens.
The story remains a powerful one
almost two centuries after its first
appearance. For some readers it is a
ghost story, for others a time travel
narrative and for others still, it is an
exposé of social inequality in 1840s
Britain. The story revolves around the
miser Ebenezer Scrooge, a ruthless
businessman who cares for nobody
and who exploits his impoverished
clerk, Bob Cratchit. Known only for
his penny pinching, Scrooge is visited by the ghost of his late business partner, Jacob Marley, who walks the earth
as a spirit forced to carry a chain representing the sins of his life. Marley warns Scrooge that he will share this fate
unless he mends his ways and tells him that he will be visited by three ghosts.
The performance was dramatic, fast-paced and engaging for the audience. Three actors played multiple roles, using
costume, accent and movement to show each character; one pupil commenting that it helped her “understand the
key ideas about each character.” At times, the audience were in fits of giggles and at others at a loss for words; one
student commenting that the actors were “eccentric”. It was a fully immersive performance, utilising incredible
“perfectly-timed” sound effects and interaction between the actors and the audience which one pupil felt “added
to the overall experience”.
At the end of the performance, pupils were invited to ask questions about the novel, characters and dramatic staging. The pupils all asked insightful questions and received answers which should help them understand the text
more thoroughly, especially Dickens’ ideas.
The English department hopes very much that pupils found this performance interesting and useful. The Year 8
pupils conducted themselves very well during the performance and were a credit to Woldgate School.

WOLDGATE SCHOOL UNIFORM
Please note that our Uniform Shop is available at school during term-time:
• Tuesdays (10.00am-12Noon)
•

Thursdays (2.00pm-4.00pm)

Current Year 8 and 9 pupils who will be moving into the new uniform from September 2017 should note that an
event will take place during the school day on 21st March 2017 to enable our uniform suppliers to take pupil measurements. These measurements will be sent home so that orders can be made ahead of the new school year.
Evening uniform events will take place so that parents can confirm their orders (dates to be advised).
If pupils in Years 7, 10 or 11 require more uniform, please do not hesitate to come into the uniform shop, or contact
reception to place an order.
Please find below our 2017 price list, giving details of all available sizes. Sample sizes are available to try on in the
Uniform Shop.

http://www.woldgate.net/uniform-and-equipment.html
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

O

ne of my favourite parts of Christmas is the traditions that we take part in year after year, and
the blending of old and new traditions. This week I very proudly accompanied our Sixth Form
students to church for the Christmas service, a tradition that has been part of Woldgate for
many years. As I stood outside the church with a group of Year 13 students, they began to reflect on
the fact that this would be their last Christmas service as a Woldgate student and their conversation
brought home to me again that it is these traditions, these memories and experiences that stay with
us, that shape our own traditions as we move through life. It has been a term full of achievements and
M rs K L awson
H
S
F
our merit assembly this week was an opportunity to celebrate those successes and the outstanding
contribution that Sixth Form students make to their college, the school and the wider community.
It has also been an incredibly busy term, and I have been impressed by how well our students have navigated the
challenges of this stage in their education, whether that has been the transition into Year 12, the completion of
their UCAS application, or their research into apprenticeships and employment-based training. Despite the fact
that they are evidently tired as we approach a much needed break, they have been busy digging out their Christmas
jumpers to support Save the Children and entering into the festive spirit with enthusiasm; always with a smile and
a kind word to share. And so I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our students and families a very happy
Christmas; I hope it brings rest, peace and joy.
ead of

ixth

orm
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Additional Funding Bids

T

he school is currently bidding, on behalf of the School Council, for additional funding for new sports equipment to be used at lunchtime. The equipment, requested by our School Council, following a consultation with
over 80 pupils from across the Year groups, will provide football goals, basketball hoops, netball, quick cricket
and numerous other sporting equipment for pupils to use over the lunchtime period. For pupils who do not wish to
take part in sports, we will be purchasing, again at the request of pupils, additional picnic tables so they are able to
eat lunch outside in the summer or just sit and socialise.
We will also be creating areas for each Year group to help ensure children playing sports are with other children
of the same age and size, to minimise sporting injuries and ensure they can have fun with pupils in their own age
group. Year 7, will be given their own area, whilst two year groups in Lower and two in Upper School will continue
to play and relax together. All year groups will continue to use our Independent Learning Centre, the new Library,
Learning Support Centre, computer rooms and the canteen area. The House Enrichment Days that will start after
Christmas, will continue through various activities and community projects to provide further opportunities, alongside other school events such as the '9 to 5' production, for pupils to work together across the different year groups,
to achieve a common purpose.
We are excited for our pupils and look forward to them enjoying the new sports equipment and facilities the school
will provide in January. A £20,000 bid is also being submitted to provide new PE equipment, at the same time as
providing new sporting facilities over lunchtime.
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Finally, we would welcome your feedback on the new and existing clubs, your child would like to attend or see in
school. We would, therefore, be very grateful if you could take a few minutes to complete the online survey and
share your views on the activities you would like promoted. Mr Trevaskiss, as Head of Holistic Education, is looking
forward to seeing the new equipment in place and will use the feedback from pupils and parents about the additional opportunities you would like to see the school providing, to help him plan school events, clubs and visits, for
the New Year.
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