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‘Other Tongue’ Poetry Winner

W

e were delighted to receive
notification that one of
our former students, Ellie
Tippett-Wilson, was chosen as the
Other Tongue winner for Key Stage
5 in the Mother Tongue Other
Tongue Poetry Competition, which
celebrates the cultural diversity and
languages spoken across our region.
Mother Tongue Other Tongue is
a poetry competition for young
language learners across the
Friday 13th January 2017

Yorkshire and Humber region.
There are two categories: one for
mother tongue speakers and one for
foreign language learners. Both are
divided into age categories. In the
Other Tongue category, which Ellie
entered, young people are invited
to write their own original poem in
a language they are learning. Entries
must be from non-native speakers
and Ellie chose to write her poem
in Spanish. Clearly the judges were
impressed by her efforts and as
Issue 78

well as being deemed the top of
her category, Ellie will also receive a
Kindle Fire Tablet as the prize for her
achievement.
Ellie is now studying Modern
Languages and Cultures at Durham
University and we could not be
prouder of her many and varied
achievements.
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Headteacher’s Welcome

e’ve had a good start to our new term. Our Year 11 pupils have come well prepared for their
mock examinations and have demonstrated great maturity in their approach prior to and during
the examination period. Very few people look forward to examinations and it has, therefore,
been wonderful to see our pupils trying their very best and, when speaking to them both before and
after the tests, hearing their honest appraisal of how they’ve done so far and what they feel they need
to focus on in the future. We are very fortunate to have such wonderful young people in our community.

M r J B ritton

Last week, the school has introduced the Lower and Upper School play areas, which was requested
by pupils and previously mentioned in our December Newsletter. The successful bid has also, with the
support of the Friends of Woldgate, seen the purchase of new equipment. With the football goals, basketball, netball
hoops and picnic tables now starting to appear around site, lunchtime had a wonderful feel, with children now playing
games. In the Lower School area, several football matches were underway and at one point nearly all of Year 7 were
actively playing with the new equipment. As someone who visits other schools on a regular basis, it was a joy to see
children playing and having fun and really enjoying the activities – oddly, this is not something you witness at most
other secondary schools. The Upper School area had a similar feel, although clearly the football games tend to be
more competitive and pacey, as you would expect from older children and young adults. All year groups also continue
to use our Independent Learning Centre, the new Library, Learning Support Centre, computer rooms and the canteen
area.
Headteacher

I’m looking forward to the House Enrichment Days, led by Mr Trevaskiss and our Heads of House, which start this term,
as they will provide new activities and community projects to provide further opportunities, alongside other school
events such as the ‘9 to 5’ production, for pupils to work together across the different year groups and to achieve a
common purpose. As you will know from our December Newsletter, the number of House points given to individual
pupils for participating in cross year, whole school, House activities will, I expect, pass the 100,000 mark over the next
few weeks which is an incredible achievement.
In addition, I know Mr Trevaskiss is actively recruiting Sixth Form Subject Ambassadors to represent a subject that they
enjoy and have a real passion for, who are enthusiastic about their subject and want to share this with others and give
something back to their community. The role will provide Sixth Form students with an opportunity to organise or help
others to organise subject events, charity events, sporting events, school performances, concerts, clubs and learning
activities as appropriate to the subject for all year groups. They will also provide a regular blog about the department
and what they have done in their role as ambassador (a paragraph which will be uploaded onto the website or included
in the weekly newsletter). So if your son or daughter is currently in our Sixth Form then please do encourage them to
apply if you feel they would enjoy the experience and it would beneficial in building their curriculum vitae.
Finally, just a reminder that we are currently reviewing our Holistic Education Programme and would be very grateful
if you could take a few moments with your child to help provide some valuable feedback on our current provision; this
will assist the school in its planning for next year. We are particularly interested in your views with regard to the provision of lunchtime and after-school clubs. We would like to hear your thoughts and ideas on the type of new activities
you’d like to see and which current clubs are particularly good. The link to our survey is: https://www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/WG-Holistic
Do have a good weekend.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
2
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Key Dates
2017

House Ranking
Advice on accessing term dates:
Term dates can be found on our

Spring Term
3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

school website and in our weekly

Newsletter, they are updated at
the start of the calendar year.
The East Riding Term Dates
website and other third

Summer Term
24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Parents’ Evenings

party websites should not be
used, as the dates published
can be inaccurate .

Please always access our website
(www.woldgate.net) or check
the newsletter. Thank you.

Year 11
7th February 2017
Year 10
25th May 2017
Year 9
13th February 2017
Year 8
5th July 2017

17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

Warrendale

2

Millington
Dale

3

Givendale

4

Kirby
Underdale

5

Thixendale

Great

Ellie Tippet-Wilson’s winning poem:

Year 7
11th July 2017

Staff
Training Days

1

Bailarina vieja
Está ahora sentada en una mecedora,
Balaceándose a los ritmos plácidos
Que continúan repitiendo en su cabeza,
Mientras sus pies zapatean el suelo.
Pero en su mente está junto al mar danzado
Y sus pelos dorados revolotean en el viento,
Siente la brisa que corre por sus dedos,
Siente como la electricidad cruza por su cuerpo.
Estira sus pies, traza unas formas en el cielo,
Crea una obra maestra con sus movimientos,
Sus brazos se deslizan por el aire con elegancia
Y sus acciones se convierten en algo de magia,
Una sonrisa preciosa brilla en su rostro,
Pues danzar es lo que le encanta más en el mundo.
Del susurro de las olas el aplauso emerge,
Como el público de la naturaleza aplaude su arte.
Pero es una memoria de un pasado distante.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 13th January 2017
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

C
M r L S loman

onfidence and self-belief are vital ingredients for success and, at Woldgate School, we encourage our pupils to value their learning, achievements and successes. We encourage pupils to
share their achievements, both inside and outside school with their teachers. Form tutors and
the Heads of Care & Achievement celebrate pupils successes and share these with the wider school
community. Many of our pupils’ achievements have featured in the weekly school newsletter, and this
is in turn shared with parents.

Head of Lower School

Each week, Heads of Care & Achievement in Lower School award certificates to those pupils in their
year group who have received the highest number of rewards in the previous week. In addition, the form with the
highest number of rewards in each year group receives an award, fostering a fun and healthy competition within
each year. Pupils who have received a high number of merits within a particular subject are also recognised and
awarded with certificates each week to recognise and celebrate their achievements, and to encourage other pupils.
Rewards and celebration are an important part of life in Lower School. I know that a large number of our Lower
School pupils have already received awards for their excellent work, effort and determination, and I have no doubt
that many more pupils will receive awards over the next few months.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

T

his week it was fantastic to be invited to see the Year 10 ‘Bake Off’ competition. Pupils were
asked to make something with a winter theme and it was great to see their finished products
which were of a very high standard. The Form Representatives were on hand to assist with the
judging which proved to be a tricky task. A big well done to everyone who took part; the winners will
be announced in a future newsletter along with pictures of the winning entries.

With Year 11 Mock exams now completed, pupils are starting to get back into their normal routine of
lessons. However, on Monday 16th January they will be sitting their first ‘real’ exam in order to gain a
qualification in Functional Mathematics. This allows pupils to demonstrate their knowledge against
a range of real life problems and is a useful addition to the rest of their GCSEs that they will obtain in the summer
exams. All pupils have completed some pre-exam work and should have their pre-release information to look at
over the weekend ahead of their exam. We wish them the very best of luck!
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge

CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate
https://twitter.com/woldgate/

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

Friday 13th January 2017
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Do you want to apply to become a Woldgate Subject Ambassador?
Subject Ambassadors represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are enthusiastic about
their subject and want to share this with others and give something back to their community.
Subject Ambassadors enhance their leadership, communication and organisational skills as well as boosting their
confidence.
In your role as ambassador you will be required to:
•

Organise, or help others to organise, subject events, charity events, sporting events, school
performances, concerts and teaching and learning activities as appropriate to the subject

•

Lead and support in the running of extra-curricular activities in the department

•

Attend Open Evenings

•

Be able to lead/work in a team

•

Have a creative and enthusiastic approach to your role

•

Be responsible for the promotion of your subject

•

Spend time helping represent subject departments

•

Be confident and clear when speaking about your subject and your enthusiasm must be evident.

•

Provide a regular blog about the department and what you have done in your role as ambassador (a
paragraph which will be uploaded onto the website or may be included in the School Newsletter).

Interested?
Ask your tutor for an application form and return it to them as soon as possible.
Closing Date for applications Friday 20th January
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

W

ith the New Year comes new possibilities, and this is certainly the case for our Sixth Form
students. You may remember that last year, three of our Year 12 students were successfully
selected to take part in the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards. The Rotary Youth Leadership
Award is an experiential learning course and awardees undertake a series of indoor and outdoor problem solving tasks with other young people from across the country and a Rotarian mentor. All of
the activities are geared towards developing leadership skills, enabling the young people involved
to grow in confidence and their ability to lead a team. Participants also complete a ‘Service above
M rs K L awson
H
S
F
Self’ challenge where the young people put something back into society by way of helping others.
A representative of Pocklington Rotary Club visited the Sixth Form last term to offer this chance to
current Year 12 students, who now have the opportunity to put themselves forward for this fantastic opportunity.
Any interested students should see Mrs Bourne as soon as possible.
ead of

ixth

orm

Last week, Sixth Form students were also presented with the opportunity to apply to become Subject Ambassadors. Subject Ambassadors will represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are enthusiastic
about their subject and want to share this with others and give something back to their community. Becoming a
Subject Ambassador will enhance students’ leadership, communication and organisational skills as well as boosting
their confidence. These personal qualities are increasingly vital for successful university and job applications. The
closing date for applications for this role is Friday 20th January.
Finally, we have recently expanded our Lunchtime Prefect team, providing additional Prefect roles for our Year
12 students, who have joined our existing Year 13 team. Paige Atkin-Hodgson, who has recently started work as a
Lunchtime Prefect, writes about her experience of the role:

I enjoy lunchtime prefecting because it allows me to interact with Lower School pupil, this is
rewarding to be because it makes me feel like I’ve helped somebody and it is always enjoyable to
listen to what they have to talk about. Lunchtime prefecting is also a good way of working with
the school, holding a role of responsibility and giving me a sense of achievement.
Working with the school and with Lower School pupils is also a perfect way of learning how to
deal with new situations and to develop as a person, which is why I enjoy the role so much.
Despite spending my lunchtimes socialising with my friends (and the cold and wet winter weather
isn’t the most pleasant thing...) prefecting is an interesting and fulfilling job that fits well around
my school work, it is also a fantastic way of making friends with people outside your own year
group.

Friday 13th January 2017
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Holistic Education Programme Survey
We are currently reviewing our Holistic Education Programme and would be very grateful if you could take a few
moments with your child to help provide some valuable feedback on our current provision and to the school in its
planning for next year. We are particularly interested in your views with regard to the provision of lunchtime and
after-school clubs. We would like to hear your thoughts and ideas on the type of new activities you’d like to see and
which current clubs are particularly good.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WG-Holistic

Follow @WoldgatePE

PE Extra-Curricular Timetable

https://twitter.com/woldgatepe
For regular updates from the PE Department.

Lunchtime 12:35 - 1:20

Yr9 & Above

Thursday

Closed

Friday

Yr9 & Above

J17

Badminton

Basketball

Cricket

Badminton

Netball
(Year 7 &8)
Tennis

GCSE & A-Level
PE Catch-Up
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Follow @Woldgate

Table Tennis

RT

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Netball
(Year 9, 10 & 11)
Rugby
(Girls & Boys)

S LE
A

Wednesday

GCSE & A-Level
PE Catch-Up

Gym

LD

Closed

Sports Hall
Benchball &
Dodgeball

O

Tuesday

E6

W

Yr9 & Above

IP

Fitness Suite
Monday

After School
3:35 - 4:45

A family of schools
with shared values

Find us on Facebook Badge
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Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535
Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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