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Woodwind make Waves
Mr Schofield writes:
n Wednesday afternoon, last
week, the Music department,
accompanied by the Woodwind group, visited a Science lesson
at Melbourne Primary School. The
lesson was based on the topic of
how sound works and why different instruments produce different
sounds and have different tone
qualities. The Year 3 and 4 pupils
were in awe of our pupils who really
did Woldgate proud. The Woodwind group consists of pupils and
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students from all year groups and
we also had some solos from one or
two key instrumentalists.
The primary school also learned
about the other families of the
orchestra, and seemed to particularly enjoy percussion the most, as
they had the opportunity to join in
and have a go themselves. This was
an exciting collaborative opportunity for our pupils to interact with
younger primary school children in
Issue 83

our area and to share their musical
talents and interests. I think they
may well have also inspired one
or two to take up an instrument
themselves.
Year 11 pupil, Jess Forman, who leads
Woodwind Groups writes:
Woodwind
group
contains a wide range of
Continued on page 8...
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Headteacher’s Welcome

his half-term I have thoroughly enjoyed visiting classrooms. It is always a privilege to walk into a
room and see excellent practice, with pupils actively engaged in learning and thoroughly enjoying lessons. Nothing quite compares to the experience of walking around a secondary school,
as you go on a tour of Mathematics, Philosophy, Geography or History, to experience our cumulative
knowledge and wisdom as a society being shared with a new generation. It is the equivalent of opening a book, an encyclopaedia of knowledge; flicking through its many pages to reveal the wisdom
within.

Headteacher

As someone who loves to read, I find the joy of a good book is in exploring that knowledge and wisdom.
I love reading about many topics and tend only to read non-fiction, as I take great joy in exploring different cultures,
world history, science and many other areas of personal interest. In opening a book we can free ourselves of the ties
that bind our minds to the current every day and, in doing so, can find time to reflect, relax and learn.

“... a mind needs books as a sword needs a whetstone, if it is to keep its edge.”
(George R.R. Martin ‘ A Game of Thrones’)
Research suggests that reading for thirty minutes a week increases health and wellbeing. Reading for pleasure has
been found to improve our confidence and self-esteem, providing the grounding we need to pursue our goals and
make life decisions. It can also aid our sleep and reduce feelings of loneliness. To the onlooker, reading can appear
to be a solitary and passive activity. But the simple act of picking up a book can do us a world of good.

“There is no friend as loyal as a book.” (Ernest Hemingway)
Intriguing characters can often hook us into a story, but reading helps us to develop our own ideas and personalities
as we compare our reactions and beliefs to those in the story. It is this emotional involvement and time for self-reflection that can help us learn about ourselves, develop empathy and understanding. By default it can, therefore,
help to share and form our own personality from a young age.

“I find television very educating. Every time somebody turns on the set, I go into the other
room and read a book.” (Groucho Marx)
In a modern world, with the distractions of mobile phones, tablet computers and the trend to live our lives through
social media, the joys of reading can struggle to compete or be completely forgotten. I believe that setting that
time aside is, therefore, important and especially so for our children. Our Literacy Week after half-term is a great
opportunity to celebrate the written word and to explore great characters from famous novels.

“You can never get a cup of tea large enough or a book long enough to suit me.”
(C.S. Lewis)

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
2
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Key Dates

Headteacher’s
Award

2017

Year 7

Spring Term

Lucy Hare
Edgar Thompson
Jamie Bolton
Evie Wise

3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

Summer Term
24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Parents’ Evenings
Year 10
25th May 2017
Year 8
5th July 2017
Year 7
11th July 2017

Staff
Training Days
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

LATE BUSES
The Monday & Wednesday Late Bus Service will
be reinstated after HalfTerm until Easter.
Leaving Woldgate at
5:30pm

House Ranking

Year 8
Matilda Moorse
Ethan Martin

Year 9
Sasha Elliott-White
Emma Waudby
Lilli Burgess

Year 10
Louis Sutton
Emily Gray

1

Millington
Dale

2

Warrendale

3

Underdale

4

Great
Givendale

5

Thixendale

Kirby

Year 11
Hannah Stubley
Linda Bottomer

With our Literacy Week rapidly approaching, I will be encouraging our pupils
to find a good book and to join myself and my colleagues in celebrating all
that is great about reading, as although our primary motivation for turning
the pages might be escapism and relaxation, we are actually learning and
broadening our knowledge, even if we don’t realise that’s happening.
I would, therefore, like to wish you and your family a relaxing half-term. I
will be, once again, reading ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and ‘That’s Not
My Kitten’ to my nine month old daughter and, although I might no longer
take as much pleasure from the story, I will take great joy in watching my
daughter smile and laugh as we turn the pages.
Do have a good half term.

See page 7 for routes.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 17th February 2017
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

A
M r L S loman

s we approach the half term holidays, it is a good time to stop and reflect upon our Lower
School pupils’ achievements so far this year. In particular, this term has seen our Year 9 pupils
take their first steps towards choosing their GCSE options for the next two years, culminating
in our Upper School Information Evening. Our Year 9 Parents’ Evening on Monday was a great success,
and our Year 9 pupils now know what they need to do to ensure they meet the challenges of GCSE
study in the coming months.

Head of Lower School

Our Year 7 pupils continue to settle in well to life at secondary school. They have come a long way in a
short space of time and it is great to watch them walk around the school with confidence, with new and old friends
alike. I know Mr Chapman and all the Year 7 Form Tutors are very proud of how well our Year 7 pupils have settled
in, and the valuable contributions they make to school life everyday.
On Thursday morning, pupils from across Lower School with the highest number of Rewards were treated to our
half-termly ‘Breakfast of Champions’ in the Cafe, where they were offered a free breakfast of their choice as a
reward for their excellent work and attitude throughout the term. In total, sixty pupils were treated to a breakfast
and they should all be very proud of their achievements.
On behalf of all our Lower School Heads of Care and Achievement and Form Tutors, I would like to say well done to
all our Lower School pupils for a great half term. Enjoy your holiday and I look forward to seeing you next half term.

Woldgate Literacy Challenge

O

n Wednesday 15th February, sixty four Year 5 and
Year 6 pupils from local primary schools met at the
KP Club outside Pocklington for the KP Woldgate
Literacy Challenge. Throughout the afternoon, pupils
worked with Woldgate School English teachers Mr Johnson, Mrs Edgar and Mrs Wellock on a variety of activities
including creative writing, spelling and literacy puzzles and
challenges. The winning pupils in each activity received a
prize and certificate, and all pupils were awarded a certificate for taking part.
As well as taking part in the literacy activities, the afternoon was a great opportunity for primary school pupils
to meet pupils from other local schools, make and friends
and work together to complete the challenges. Our teachers remarked upon how well all the pupils
worked all afternoon, as well as their knowledge and creativity. The event was a great success and we
look forward to welcoming primary school pupils to our next event in April.
4
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

A

s this half term draws to a close, it is an opportunity to reflect on everything that has happened
since the start of January. For our Year 11 pupils, it has been an extremely busy few weeks and
this one is no exception. Following an assembly on Thursday, they were given a pack of revision
materials intended to help them over the last remaining weeks before they start their formal GCSE
exams in May. With notebooks, index cards and a revision wall planner, they now have all the tools
they need to be successful over the remaining few weeks before their exams begin.

M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

After our half term break, there will be a number of opportunities for them to access further help and
support. The first of these is our ‘Skills for Learning’ sessions which begin after school on Monday 6th
March and run for five weeks. Pupils who have been invited to attend these should have brought their letter home
on Thursday and we ask that parents encourage them to attend. We also have our ‘Walking/Talking’ exam evenings
on Thursday 9th and Wednesday 22nd March and are looking to plan some exam breakfasts for during the actual
exam season.
Pupils should feel supported over the next few critical weeks, particularly as within lessons their teachers will be
focusing on exam techniques and giving them the benefit of their experience as they complete their courses. I am
looking forward to working with our Year 11 pupils for their remaining time with me and, having got to know them
really well, am anticipating some fantastic results in August.

Friday 17th February 2017
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

s we approach the half-term holiday, students in the Sixth Form will no doubt be looking forward
to a well-earned break following their Mock Exams this week. I have been very impressed with
the students’ conduct in their exams and by their attitude towards their mocks: they clearly
understand the value of sitting these exams in helping them to understand how to continue to make
progress throughout the remainder of this academic year. As we begin counting down to the summer
exams in weeks rather than months, it is crucial that students set aside time for regular revision,
review and exam practice to ensure they can best apply their knowledge and understanding in the
summer.

Our students have also been keeping themselves busy with their extra-curricular contributions, and I am very much
looking forward to the Sixth Form production ‘Searching for Souls’, which takes place on Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd March at 7:30pm in E1. This performance has been led entirely by Sixth Form students, who have developed
the idea, written the script and directed the production. The story follows a teenage girl, a Soul Searcher, who
discovers she has the ability to visit the afterlife and goes in search of her friend Freddy. Along the way, she meets
some weird and wonderful characters. It promises to be a very entertaining evening and I do hope you are able to
join us.

Late Bus Routes - Monday & Wednesday until Easter
Bus 1

Bus 2

Bus 3

Bolton

Barmby Moor

Millington

Fangfoss

Newton on Derwent

Bishop Wilton

Full Sutton

Sutton on Derwent

Garrowby

Stamford Bridge

Melbourne

Bugthorpe

High Catton

Thornton

Huggate

Wilberfoss

Bielby

Holme on Spalding Moor

Hayton

Everingham

Holme on Spalding Moor

Seaton Ross

Friday 17th February 2017
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A member of the woodwind group
Sophie Burn described the trip as
“A fun way to engage with younger
pupils. It was also great to meet the
next generation of kids who we will
soon see in the music department
here at Woldgate.” Overall the trip
was a great success with the year 3
and 4 pupils learning some science
and the Woodwind Group having an
opportunity to perform.

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535
Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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how they are different. We played
another piece before handing back
to Mr Trevaskiss and Mr Schofield.
Then the pupils were given some
percussion instruments to play, as
you can imagine the noise produced
was almost deafening. Mrs Forman
who is the science coordinator at
Melbourne described the afternoon
as “a new and engaging way to teach
children science. It was also great
to see some former pupils playing
at such and high standard”.
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...from front page.
instruments from bass instruments
such as Bassoon and Bass Clarinet,
to treble instruments like Flutes and
the Piccolo. They all have different
pitch ranges and timbres, so we
were able to demonstrate this in an
engaging way. We started the lesson
by playing a piece called “Happy
Farmer’ to show how the different
instruments work together. Then
members of the group performed
solos to demonstrate how their individual instruments make sounds and
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