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House Enrichment Day: Part 1

T

he theme for our first House
Enrichment
was
‘Creative
Challenge’. It’s been said that
“Creativity is intelligence having
fun” and I think that sentiment was
lived out on Tuesday by our whole
school community. Each House
had nine working groups with each
being made up of pupils from Year
7 through to Year 13. It was a rare
opportunity to work in such a way
and our pupils positively thrived on
it.
Friday 10th March 2017

Our Sixth Form pupils were tasked
with leading activities and they
stepped up to this challenge
superbly. Many commented on how
pleased they were to be given the
opportunity to be leaders and no
doubt the experience will serve
them well as they seek to gain an
edge in an increasingly competitive
world.
Thanks should go to House Captains
for setting up the whole experience
and who did a great job of motivating
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their teams on the day. Also thank
you to the Art and Technology
Departments, the staff and all the
support staff who ‘went the extra
mile’ in helping to make the day such
a success. It was a stupendous effort
by everyone. Special mention has to
go to Miss Burrows who spent many
hours preparing the main Art Challenge. You will see the pictures of
the finished pictures here
once they have been
Continued on page 3...
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Headteacher’s Welcome

his week we had our first House Enrichment Day with the theme ‘Creativity’. Our House Captains
led our School Houses and, throughout the day, celebrated the individual talents of each pupil
and worked to strengthen our community by bringing together pupils and pupils from all our
year groups. They also sought to award House points and reward acts that are worthy, of great merit,
character and value.

Our School Houses are named after the beautiful Yorkshire Wolds: Great Givendale; Kirby Underdale;
Millington Dale; Thixendale and Warrendale. Each House is led by a House Captain and our Sixth Form
House Ambassadors. The first headmaster, Mr. H. C. Vaughan, in 1958 sought to build a community,
to enrich pupils’ education, to broaden their experiences and to ensure their actions were worthy, of great merit,
character and value. These key principles are once again at the heart of all we do and continue to enrich the lives of
our young people today as we continue to provide a holistic education.
M r J B ritton
Headteacher

Since September, our Heads of House have worked hard to energise our pupils and pupils, establishing our
school Houses and ensuring each has its own defined identify. It was, therefore, an absolute pleasure to see
all that enthusiasm and passion very evident on the day. To see our pupils giving of their time to work collectively, to support each other, learn and give back to their community. It was also particularly impressive to see
our Sixth Form pupils, who are at an important stage in their studies, give their time and realise the impact they
can make as key role models in our school through in developing confidence and promoting high aspirations.
“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge”. Albert Einstein.
Being creative involves the use of imagination or original ideas to create something or to solve a problem in a new
way. It means changing your perspective, taking risks, ignoring doubt and facing the unknown. In breaking with
routine and doing something different, for the sake of doing something different, we expose ourselves to new
learning and opportunities. Through creative problem solving, we develop the confidence to ask questions which
some may perceive as ‘stupid’, for to understand why we do something, sometimes we need to understand the
perceived wisdom. It involves finding the similarities and differences between two ideas and formulating new ones.
Using our imagination, experience and talents to develop new ideas and create something different is a skillset that
is highly sought by universities and consistently identified by businesses as a real driver for innovation and success
“Innovation and creativity distinguishes between a leader and a follower” Steve Jobs.
“We assume that 50% of our revenue in 5 years’ time must come from sources that do not exist today. That is why
we innovate. The ability to manage, organise, cultivate and nurture creative thinking is directly linked to growth and
achievement.” Ernst & Young.
It was, therefore, more than just a fun day, although much enjoyment was had by everyone. This was an opportunity
to bring a community together, to share a wealth of talent, experience and to develop those skills that will ensure
our pupils and students thrive.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
2
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Key Dates
2017

Spring Term
3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

Summer Term
24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Parents’ Evenings
Year 10
25th May 2017
Year 8
5th July 2017
Year 7
11th July 2017

...from front page.
m o u n t e d
around the school site. They are
truly spectacular and we can’t wait
to share them with you.

House Ranking

We all too often hear of employers
complaining of a lack of ‘soft skills’
such as leadership, teamwork and
resilience - all qualities that were in
abundance here! Some outstanding
pupils of the day have been awarded
a House Star - a badge to be worn
with pride as part of the everyday
uniform and one with privileges all merits from now on will count
double for wearers of the House
Star and next week they can go to
the front of the dining room queue!
Amongst all the many, many
successes of the day it was hard to
believe that this was an entirely
new experience for our pupils and
it is to their huge credit that they
responded so magnificently. Of
course there was a competitive
element with tens of thousands of
house points gained - more on that
next week when we’ve had a chance
to do all the adding up!
Mr Trevaskiss
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Staff
Training Days
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
Cancellation of Late Buses on Wednesday
15th March 2017
Please note that Staff Training takes place between 4.00-6.00pm on
Wednesday 15th March 2017 and as a result there will be no after school
activities. We will therefore not be running the late bus services on this
date. The service will resume on, and from, Monday 20th March 2017.

25

Week s until the
NE W U NIFOR M

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 10th March 2017

Issue 85

3

LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

T
M r L S loman

his week, our Lower School pupils have been working hard and having fun with the rest of school
community during the House Challenge Day on Tuesday. Throughout the day, it was great to
see Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils working side by side with Sixth Formers and Upper School pupils on
their House challenges, artwork and banners. By the end of the day, it was clear that our pupils are
immensely proud of their Houses and the shared activities have helped to further cement the school
community together.

Head of Lower School

Another aspect of our shared school values is our new uniform. It has been great to see our Year 7
pupils arrive to school each day looking smart and proud of their uniform, and an increasing number of our Year 8
and Year 9 pupils are adopting the new uniform as time goes on. The new uniform is not only a smart and visible
reminder of our school values and community; the school tie is also a reminder of each pupil’s membership of their
House community as well.
In preparation for the change to the new uniform for years 8 and 9, we will be holding measuring sessions in school
on Tuesday 21st March for those pupils who are yet to adopt the new uniform. More information regarding this will
be published in the school newsletter but please contact Mr Butcher if you have any queries.

Year 8 Geography
Year 8 have recently been learning
about the effects of migration in low
income countries. They have been
finding out how people may move to
the city expecting to have a better
quality of life, but instead they often
find themselves living in poverty
in shanty towns. After finding out
about the conditions facing the residents, pupils in 8A3 made their own
shanty town houses for homework
using of a range of different materials - wood, plastic, litter, cardboard
and we even had a couple made of
cake which tasted a lot better than
they looked!
Miss Rowland

4
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

T
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

his week has been one that has really demonstrated the community spirit within Woldgate,
particularly on Tuesday when we had our first Enrichment Day where pupils worked in groups
within their Houses. For me, the most memorable part of the day was seeing the Upper School
pupils working alongside younger pupils, showing them new skills, helping them to achieve and
generally having some lovely conversations. It was fantastic to see our pupils taking part in the many
varied activities that were refining and encouraging the many skills that employers look for in their
workforce whether that be communication or team working skills.

On Monday we also had the first of our
‘Skills for Learning’ sessions for selected Year 11 pupils.
Eleven of our senior members of staff are working with
very small groups of pupils to focus on refining revision
skills that can be applied to any subject over the next
few weeks. The sessions are also designed to foster a
positive work ethic and develop improved time management skills before applying this to specific areas of
focus. Since Monday, I have had a number of pupils stop
to talk to me saying how much they had enjoyed their
first session and were looking forward to the next.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

Friday 10th March 2017
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Literacy Week Results
Year
Group

7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Form

Position

House

House Points

HLR

Winner

Warrendale

15

LER and LMD

=Runner up

Thixendale and Thixendale

10 each

ELA

3 place

Kirby Underdale

5

TDW

Winner

Millington Dale

15

JRH

Runner up

Kirby Underdale

10

NBR

3 place

Thixendale

5

JBW

Winner

Millington Dale

15

DJK

Runner up

Kirby Underdale

10

KGG and SHW

=3rd place

Kirby Underdale and Great Givendale

5 each

RJO

Winner

Warrendale

15

RMG

Runner up

Millington Dale

10

EWI

3rd place

Thixendale

5

DRO

Winner

Kirby Underdale

15

JMR

Runner up

Great Givendale

10

PSJ

3 place

Thixendale

5

REP

Winner

Millington Dale

15

CDL

Runner up

Thixendale

10

RAC

3 place

Warrendale

5

GEM

Winner

Thixendale

15

KRU

Runner up

Millington Dale

10

ALS

3rd place

Kirby Underdale

5

rd

rd

rd

rd

Well done Millington Dale, you won with 65 points.

Can you complete this Literacy Week task?

Thixendale came a close second with 60 points.

Create original film titles and tagline for these sample
film plots:

Kirby Underdale took third place with 50 points.
Warrendale and Great Givendale placed fourth and
fifth with 35 and 15 points, respectively.

6

1.

There is a train which can take you anywhere
you want without stopping. What does
a unsuspecting traveller use it for?

2.

Every morning a woman opens the curtains to find
she has been transported to another place. No
matter what she does that day she can never stay.
But can she do to get back to her view of home?

3.

A bumbling wizard opens a corner
shop and chaos ensues.
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

T

his week our Year 12 and 13 students received their Mock Exam results and it was a great privilege
to share that moment with them. The whole point of doing mocks is to have a run through of the
exam season to prepare – a “mock up” of the real thing. Students have now had an experience of
juggling revision and preparation for multiple exams over a short period of time, and of the demands
of the different examinations within the strict conditions and time constraints that they will face
over the summer. These are all valuable experiences, and students will need to build on them as they
prepare for the real thing. However, to get full use out of the experience of the mock exams, the most
M rs K L awson
H
S
F
important part is how students react to their results and learn from the experience. Students will now
be taking time to reflect on their results and develop an action plan for the last part of the year in
the final lead up to their exams. This action plan may be about ensuring they can replicate their mock exam success
in every test, practice paper and revision exercise between now and the summer so it becomes second nature.
Alternatively, the action plan may be about unpicking what went wrong. Students have just under 8 school weeks to
fix all those problems, and a dedicated team of staff ready to help them. Students are now working through their
mock exams with their teachers and receiving detailed feedback about where they can make improvements. I am
sure that with continued hard work and determination, we will see some fantastic results in the summer.
ead of

ixth

orm

Friday 10th March 2017
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Applications for Upper School Courses.

M

any thanks to Year 9 pupils, Form Tutors and families for all the careful thought that has gone into deciding
your preferred courses for GCSE in September. We will now look at what you’ve asked for and see how much
of that we can put in place for you. If we can’t make your preferred route work, then we will look at your 4th
placed subject. We will talk to you about your choices if we find we can’t make them work for you – but that probably
won’t happen until after Easter when all the decisions about the timetable across the whole school is being written.
If we need to talk to you we will put notes in planners so that your family are fully aware of what’s happening.
Pupils who are coming to join Woldgate from elsewhere will need to talk to Mrs Smith about preferences for Year
10 so that we can build those choices into our planning. If any families reading this newsletter are thinking about
moving a pupil into Year 9 before the summer or into Year 10 in September, please contact Woldgate as quickly as
possible so that we take your preferences into account.
It has been really good to see the mature and thoughtful way you have approached this transition, Year 9. Well done
for that. Remember though that the really crucial choice you have to make is how much commitment you are going
to give to all the subjects you have to study at GCSE. It is a positive attitude to learning and an ambitious approach
to all your studies that will get you the best possible set of qualifications at the end of Year 11. Aim high Year 9!
Ms Holland

Tour de Yorkshire
Please note that a sprint leg of the Tour de Yorkshire will be passing Woldgate School on Kilnwick Road on Friday
28th April 2017 at around 1pm. There will be further information to follow about activities we will be running to
celebrate le Tour, but in the meantime please be very aware that access to the site will be restricted on the day. As
soon as we have further details about rolling road closures or restrictions we will of course make them available to
staff, parents and service providers. We can however confirm that school buses will be able to run as usual.

School Uniform - Years 8 and 9
From September 2017 our current Year 8 and 9 will be required to wear the new school uniform (details can be
found on our website). School Colours, the school uniform providers, are coming into school on Tuesday 21st March
during the school day to measure all Year 8 and 9 pupils who are not currently in the new uniform. Once measurements have been taken we will send home an order form of the sizes School Colours recommends you order for your
child. You simply need to complete and return the order to school so that we can have uniform ready for collection
before the summer holidays.
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Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535
Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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If you have any queries about School Uniform please do not hesitate to contact the School Office for further information, or see the website for details. Should your child either be unable to attend the measuring event on 21st
March, or you would like to make alternative arrangements, please contact the School Office who can make an
alternative arrangement/appointment.

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

