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Year 11, You’re hired!

L

ast Thursday was Mock Interview
Day for our Year 11 pupils. This
was the culmination of weeks
of work in their Citizenship/Careers
lessons having gone through the
steps of preparing a CV and a covering letter. Pupils have also received
some guidance on different types of
interviews and what to do and what
not to do in an interview.
Prior to their interview, pupils
waited anxiously in the ‘waiting
Friday 24th March 2017

area’. Each pupil was allocated a 20
minute interview with one of the
volunteer professionals that kindly
gave their time to help with this
day. Pupils were called in and their
CVs and cover letters were critiqued
and guidance was given on how they
could be improved.
Following this was the interview
itself! Pupils were asked a range of
questions, from what their strengths
and areas for development are to
Issue 87

how they thought social media
could enhance their employment
prospects.
At the end of the day the interviewers gave their feedback on what they
had experienced and it was all very
positive. The interviewers complimented our pupils on their maturity,
good manners and positive
Continued on page 5...
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Headteacher’s Welcome

ast week, our Year 7 pupils visited the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, and Business Leaders joined
us on Friday for our Year 11 pupil interview day. It was, therefore, a pleasure by the end of Friday
to have heard that employees at the Stadium had spoken to our Head of Geography about how
impressed they were by our polite and attentive pupils. Staff from the stadium commented on how
our pupils had sought to engage with the activities and ask pertinent questions throughout.

The praise continued as our Business Mentors, many of whom I spoke to at lunchtime, were overwhelmed not only by how our pupils responded during the interview process, but how they were
highly articulate, able and confident in communicating their suitably for the post. The interviewers
were particularly impressed by the vast range of extra-curricular and enrichment activities in which our young
people had participated outside of the formal curriculum, and felt the additional work evidenced by pupils demonstrated their commitment, not only to their academic studies, but also to their own personal development as they
sought to ‘widen their experience and develop key skills’.
M r J B ritton
Headteacher

We are very fortunate, as a school, to have such wonderful pupils and it is always good to receive the external recognition from people as they work with our pupils in school and on visits. It is also a pleasure to share such feedback
with parents and to be able to thank you.
It was also good to see so many parents and pupils attending our Walking Talking Examinations on Wednesday. As
we approach the summer examinations window, opportunities like this give our pupils and parents additional guidance in an examination setting. This hopefully helps to allay nerves and, for pupils with parental support, to tackle
the latest sample questions from the examination board. It has been wonderful to see so many of our pupils using
the hardback revision book we have provided to enable them to be organising all of their revision in one place. This
will prove particularly invaluable the closer pupils get to their final examinations. The time spent in school can be
used productively as pupils complete subject examinations and find themselves with additional supervised study
time. Our Kickstart sessions on Monday evenings have also been well attended; these will provide a useful lead
into our subject booster sessions, which will run after the Easter Holiday. I know that additional sessions are also
available for Sixth Form and these will also be published shortly.
We are also in the very early stages of timetabling based on the options selected by our Year 9 (for Upper School)
and Year 11 pupils (for Sixth Form). Timetabling is complex and I’d like to reassure parents that the process is underway, but also to ask you for your patience and support as we try our very best, over the next few months, to plan
our curriculum, staffing and the use of facilities for September. Our pupils are at
the heart of all we do and we will do everything within our capabilities and the
constraints imposed upon us to tailor our curriculum.

Social Media

Finally, just a reminder about the Friends of Woldgate Quiz on the 31st March
at 7pm. The evening event provides an informal and fun opportunity to meet
and socialise with other parents, whilst also supporting the school. Tickets are
£3 and can be purchased on the door.
Do have a good weekend.
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Key Dates

Headteacher’s
Award

House Ranking

2017

Year 8
Spring Term
3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

Summer Term
24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Parents’ Evenings

L aura Ainsley
Ross Tweedie

Year 9
Dominykas Motiejunas
Charlotte Burn

Year 10
Jason Kitchen
Harrison Michaels

Year 10
25th April 2017

Year 11

Year 8
5th July 2017

Dominic Hodgson
Michael Smith
Evangeline Elliott
Erin Wilkins

Year 7
11th July 2017

Staff
Training Days
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

1

Thixendale

2

Kirby
Underdale

3

Millington
Dale

4

Warrendale

5

Great
Givendale

Primary Schools Cross-Country
This week saw the East Riding Finals for the primary schools cross country,
with our cluster primary schools representing our locality in great numbers.
Conditions were far from stereotypical, horizontal rain was replaced by
warming sunshine coupled with a gentle breeze to cool the runners. The
'Wolds' cluster had outstanding success with a number of individuals and
teams moving on to the Level 3 Humberside competition to be held in April
In the girls competition Stamford Bridge Primary had a fantastic day winning
both the Year 3/4 and 5/6 team races, with Lucy Gilbertson winning the Year
3/4 individual race. Georgia Sutcliffe from Wilberfoss pushed the Year 11
pace setter close galloping to a convincing win in the Year 5/6 race. In the
boys competition Frankie Garcia from Bugthorpe battled hard to finish in
10th place grabbing the last qualifying slot in the Year 5/6 race.
With Abdul Ahmadi representing Woldgate and Humberside at England
Schools currently, the next line of potential Woldgate long distance running
athletes looks very healthy.
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of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 24th March 2017
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

L
M r L S loman

Head of Lower School

ast week, I and other teachers have been reviewing our Lower School pupils’ planners to ensure
they are being used regularly and effectively. I have been impressed by the planners I have seen;
they are neat, tidy and well-organised. Pupils clearly take a pride in their planners, and use them
to not only record homework, but to keep track of their progress in lessons, log their Rewards and
achievements, and to note down their reflections on their learning. I have been particularly impressed
by the range of goals and targets set by our pupils each term, together with clear, specific plans as to
how they will achieve them.

It is also good to see parents signing planners every week, as well as the excellent communication between parents,
teachers and pupils in many planners. Our pupils’ planners are just one of the many ways that we maintain clear
and open communication between school and home, I would encourage all parents and carers to write regular
comments on their child’s progress and wellbeing in school. Well done to all our Lower School pupils and make sure
you continue to bring your Planner to school each day.
Last week, our Year 7 pupils have been visiting the Manchester Sports Village, which contains the Manchester City
football teams’ stadium, together with the Velodrome, in which the British Olympic cycling team train. During their
visit, pupils learnt about how the site was developed on a disused industrial area, and how urban regeneration has
brought jobs and money into the area. They have also had the opportunity to pretend they are a Premier League
footballer, and walk out of the tunnel into a huge stadium! Staff at both venues commented upon the excellent
attitude and politeness of our pupils, and it was a fantastic experience they will never forget.

Parent Meeting for Year 9 History Department Visit to the
Battlefields – 26th to 28th April 2017
A Parents Meeting for the trip to the Battlefields will be held on Wednesday 29th March at 6pm. The meeting will
take place in the Main Hall and will be led by a representative of Anglia Tours. It will be a chance for parents to find
out details about the visit itinerary, what pupils will need to bring and to ask any questions.
If parents cannot attend, or have any questions in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Macdonald
at school.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

L
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

ast Friday saw our Year 11 pupils take part in mock interviews as the final part of the careers
work they have been completing within their recent Citizenship lessons. Ahead of the interviews,
pupils were given a generic job description for which they had to produce a covering letter to
‘apply’ for the job with some also proudly presenting their newly written CVs. During the interviews,
they were asked a number of different questions by one of several local business people who very
kindly gave up their time to facilitate this great opportunity for our pupils. Feedback was excellent
with several of the interviewers commenting that had there been an actual vacancy then some of our
pupils would have been offered a job there and then.

This week our Year 10 pupils have enjoyed some enrichment activities where they were able to select from a number
of things, either new to them or something they already enjoyed, to show them that it is important to balance hard
work and studying with some more relaxing activities to recharge. This is something that many of our Upper School
pupils sometimes forget and by reminding them of the importance of balancing work and play, they will enjoy both
elements much more and are likely to be much more successful as they will be happier and healthier during stressful
times.

...from front page.
attitude. Many of the interviewers commented that the pupils were a credit to the school. Well done Year 11!
Hopefully, the experience has helped pupils to feel a little more ready for the journey that lies ahed of them.
A big thank you to the companies & individuals who gave freely of their time to make this event happen:

•

Rollits Solicitors

•

Tesco

•

•

School Governors: John
Sinclair and Martin Braidley

Nestle RAF

•

Tigers Trust

•

Army

•

Britcom

•

Navy

•

Derwent training

•

George F White

•

Hull University

•

York University

Friday 24th March 2017
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The
Woldgate Easter

QUIZ
friday 31st March 2017
7:00pm start
Woldgate School

Form a team of up to eight and have
a fun family night raising funds
for the friends of woldgate.

TICKETS £3

Live musical entertainment
Raffle prizes to be won
Refreshments available
Organised by
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Tickets from Woldgate Reception
Call 01759 302395 (press 8)

Are you up to the challenge?
Designed by freepik.com

Of great merit, character and value

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

T

his week, the focus in Sixth Form has well and truly been on revision and building a comprehensive revision timetable which ensures students are allowing plenty of time to cover all of the
content from their courses and work on their exam technique by completing practice papers and
exam-style questions.

M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

Students have been using online resources to help them build their timetables, where they can input
deadline dates, exams and designated revision hours. The following websites are highly recommended:
• https://getrevising.co.uk/planner

•

https://revisionworld.com/create-revision-timetable

•

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=22543-The-revision-timetable

Students may, of course, prefer to work in the old-fashioned way and write their own timetables with pen and paper!
Subject teachers and members of the Sixth Form team are available to offer support with revision, and there are a
number of additional support sessions taking place, which I would urge students to attend in the lead up to their
exams.

Physics - Monday after school
Maths - Wednesday after school
Chemistry - Wednesdays after school
Biology - Thursday after school
Psychology - Friday P4

A Festival of New Theatre from Drama at
York St John University, on Monday 27 and
Tuesday 28 March at East Riding Theatre,
Beverley, starting at 7.00pm.
Former Student James Wardlaw performs
on Tuesday 28th in a piece he has both
written and performs in.
Tickets are £6 and free for students.
Contact Mrs Chapman for more
information.

Friday 24th March 2017
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Friends of Woldgate Family Quiz - 31st March 2017
Our next Friends of Woldgate Family Quiz is taking place from 7pm on Friday 31st March at Woldgate School.
The evening is a great opportunity to have fun with your family and friends whilst
supporting your child’s school. The event has been organised by the Friends of
Woldgate School to raise money to provide an additional new computer suite for
our pupils.
The quiz will consist of a number of different rounds, each with a different theme
and with a family focus, so younger children will be able to take part too. During
the interval there will be live entertainment and we also have a range of prizes
donated by local businesses for a raffle should you wish to participate.
Tickets cost £3 each and a cheese and wine buffet will be provided, together with
tea, coffee and soft drinks.
If you would like to buy tickets, please complete the reply slip at the bottom of
the letter which has been emailed home (letters have been given to children
in instances where email is not available), a copy of which can be found on our
website. We will have the tickets ready for you to collect and pay for at the start
of the evening.

Raffle Prizes
•

Meat voucher
from Burton

•

North Yorkshire Moors
Railway Family voucher

•

Swirlz voucher

•

Breakfast for two

•

Family day pass for
Burnby Hall Gardens

•

Langlands voucher

•

Flamingoland
Tickets for two

•

Mouse House
gift voucher

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the school office. Thank you for your support and I look
forward to seeing you there.
Amanda Longstaff
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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A

Head of Upper School

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

