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NEWSLETTER
‘Ev ery thing you do shou ld be worth y, of gr eat m erit, ch a r acter a n d va lu e.’
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Summer Term Starts:
Monday 24th April 8:45am

A STEP BACK IN TIME..

P

upils stepped back in time 350
years to learn about life for
ordinary soldiers during the
Civil Wars on Friday 31st March. Year
8 pupils met five volunteers from the
Sealed Knot Society, a national organisation that re-enacts life and battles
from the Civil Wars that occurred
between 1642 and 1653. As part of
the experience, pupils were given
detailed demonstrations and explanations of the equipment, weapons and
armour used by soldiers before having
Friday 7th April 2017

the opportunity to ask questions and
try out the equipment.
In the afternoon, the re-enactors took
to the school field and, with pupils
standing at a safe distance, demonstrated how to load and fire muskets
and cannon. Pupils were amazed at
the noise and smoke made by the
seventeenth century weapons.
The event is part of Year 8 pupils’
work on the changes in power and the
Issue 89

development of democracy between
1500 and 1900, when political power
transferred from the monarch to
Parliament.
We believe strongly in educating our
pupils through both classroom teaching and experiences. Events like this
give our pupils the opportunity to
directly experience the past
and apply their knowledge and understanding
whilst having fun.
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Headteacher’s Welcome
I would like to thank all who attended our Friends of Woldgate Big Quiz on Friday. The monies raised
will be donated to purchase additional equipment for our Duke of Edinburgh programme. As our
events continue to grow in popularity we hope to be able to support many other extra-curricular
activities and clubs.
As Easter approaches, our pupils facing examinations will be entering their final few weeks of revision. This holiday is crucial to ensuring pupils are fully prepared and can make the most of their final
H
lessons with their teachers, prior to the start of their examination leave. For the vast majority of our
pupils, this time is welcomed and managed carefully. I know from previous years that pupils value the
opportunity to take charge and focus on those areas where they feel more revision is required.
M r J B ritton
eadteacher

Pupils this year have been given a revision timetable in the form of an A2 poster, so hopefully this will be adorning
one of your walls at home, with the revision schedule clearly mapped out. If not, then please do contact Mrs Wright,
who will ensure you personally have a copy. In addition, we have provided a hardback book for each Year 11 that
should already have copious notes from all subjects, labels and stickers to help organisation. I have seen several of
these books and have been very impressed by how pupils are using them effectively to manage all of their revision
notes. If you’ve not done so already, I would encourage you to look through this revision book during the Easter
holiday.
I also need to make parents aware, especially those with children in Year 11, that the Department of Education
issued the following statement to all schools with regard to the grading of the new GCSEs in English and Mathematics this summer.
“I want to provide certainty about how this new grading will work and, in particular, the consequences for individual
pupils of achieving a grade 4 or grade 5. Rather than reporting on the “good pass”, we will instead distinguish between
a grade 4 as a “standard pass” and a grade 5 as a “strong pass” and report on both. Under the new system, a grade 4 and
above will be equivalent to a C and above” RT HON Justine Greening MP (28th March 2017).
My colleagues will, this week, inform pupils of this change, but I would also be grateful if parents could ensure their
son/daughter is clear that, above all else, the most important thing is for pupils to continue to do their very best.
This Easter break will be a crucial time in preparing for these forthcoming exams.
We also expect, as a school, to see further changes in how our whole school performance is measured, with potential changes to the Progress 8 measure. As parents will be aware, our results continue to make us one of the highest
performing schools in the City of York and Yorkshire. We will, this summer, due to the ongoing changes, look to
publish pupil performance data as in previous years, to ensure clarity and comparability.
I would like to thank our parents and wish our Year 11 and Sixth Form students the very best with their revision
and I do hope, like our younger pupils, they also find some time to relax and have fun. Do have an enjoyable Easter
holiday.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Headteacher’s
Award

Key Dates
2017

Year 7

Spring Term

Scarlett Green
Sol Maynard

3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

Year 8

Summer Term

Mia K atib
James C ameron

24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Year 9

Parents’ Evenings

Keryn Brown
Reuban Whitaker

Year 10

Year 10
25th April 2017

Kundai Moyo
Matthew Hyde

Year 8
5th July 2017

Year 11

Year 7
11th July 2017

1

Thixendale

2

Kirby
Underdale

3

Millington
Dale

4

Warrendale

5

Great
Givendale

Jack Houston
Linda Bottomer

Staff
Training Days
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

House Ranking

Term Dates
Please consult

www.woldgate .net
not

East Riding or third -

party sites as these

dates are not accurate .

Active
Kids Vouchers
Can be handed in at
Reception or the PE Office
Vouchers can be exchanged
for sports equipment

21
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of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 7th April 2017
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Joint Monitoring Visit

I

n February our school was subject to a Joint Monitoring Visit by highly experienced school inspectors, senior
leaders from local and regional schools, plus colleagues from the Local Authority. After securing our ‘Good’
grading in all categories following our Ofsted Inspection in 2015, we are continuing to consolidate our progress
to date and continue our move to Outstanding under the new, arguably far more rigorous, 2015 inspection framework. We are, therefore, pleased to share with parents the final published report. The Inspectors also wished to
thank the staff at Woldgate School for giving of their time and support throughout the inspection, and to thank
our pupils, who impressed the inspection team.

Ethos
•

The school has exactly the
right priorities, a strong sense
of mission and has achieved a
great deal in a few years.

•

The school has a strong likelihood of becoming outstanding
in the next few years.

Teaching

4

•

Clear structures within lessons enable pupils and students to articulate
what they need to do next in order to develop their learning further;

•

Teachers using the lesson structure can demonstrate a clarity in
progression of learning to enable pupils to engage in their work;

•

Teachers maintain an ‘open view’ of what pupils are able to achievelearning opportunities are differentiated and not limited for pupils;

•

Teachers set high expectations which empower pupils to do well;

•

High levels of challenge are evident, resulting in pupils working hard to achieve the aspirational level of expectation.

•

Careful consideration is given by teachers to where pupils sit in
class. This ensures pupils make effective progress in lessons.

•

The use of targeted questions by teachers, rather
than ‘hands-up’, ensure that pupils remain engaged
and challenged through all parts of the lesson.

•

Teachers can easily identify pupils who are underperforming,
those with Special Education Needs or Pupil Premium children.
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Care
•

Heads of Care and Achievement (HoCA) and Attendance,
Care and Achievement Co-ordinators (AACO) have
established excellent relationships with families.

•

Safeguarding protocols and procedures are well
understood by staff and pupils and contribute to the
success of safeguarding practice in the school.

•

Behaviour, relationships, satisfaction by pupils,
orderly movement around the school, high levels
of full engagement, challenge in most lessons.

•

The school manages behaviour in class and around
the school extremely well. The school is orderly and
safe: it has an exceptional positive ethos. Students
are well cared for and they feel safe as a result.

•

Relationships are excellent between staff
and pupils and amongst pupils.

Achievement
•

The school continues to have significantly higher
than national Progress 8 score in the first year
of the new accountability measures.

•

This is another year of progress 8 being significantly higher
than national, applying the current algorithm retrospectively.

Holistic Education

Friday 7th April 2017

•

Positive celebration of the strengths of the school is
needed, as there is a great deal to be proud of.

•

The mission of the school is evident in the enriched
education it provides for its pupils.

•

The school is using its new status to identify and bid for additional funds for cutting edge equipment and facilities.

•

Teaching staff are proud of their school and committed to
ensuring their pupils receive a broad and balanced education.

Issue 89
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

A

s we reach the end of the Spring Term, it is a good time for our Lower School pupils to reflect
upon their successes and achievements over the last few months. Our Year 9 pupils have chosen
their options for their GCSE subjects next year; our Year 8 pupils are making good progress in
their studies, and our Year 7 pupils have settled in very well to secondary school life and are valued
members of our school community.

M r L S loman

The end of term is always a busy time. Last week our Year 8 pupils met Civil War re-enactors who
talked about this important period of British history, whilst demonstrating the equipment and clothing of the time. In the afternoon, pupils were treated to a live display of Civil War artillery and muskets.
Head of Lower School

On Thursday, our Year 9 pupils had a great time taking part in the Form Rounders competition on the field. Also on
Thursday, our Year 7 pupils were treated to a concert by the school orchestra. They heard a rich variety of music,
from classical pieces to modern music with explanations and demonstrations of the various instruments along the
way.
As well as having a well-deserved rest, our Lower School pupils should use the holidays to think about all the events
and opportunities awaiting them in the summer term, and what they would like to achieve. Whatever our pupils
want to achieve, we will be there to support them. In the meantime, I would like to wish all our Lower School pupils
a happy Easter.

Friends of Woldgate School - Quiz Night
Last Friday the Friends of Woldgate School held an Easter Quiz. It was a hugely successful night attended by a
determined and competitive group of parents and pupils. All were cheered by the refreshments on offer and at
the end of the evening we were delighted to have parents/guardians indicating their interest to join the Friends of
Woldgate.
We would like to thank all who donated so generously to the raffle, with funds from the raffle and ticket sales going
towards providing a new IT suite for the School.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

A

s we come to the end of another extremely busy term, it has been a fantastic week and I’ve
enjoyed the many everyday conversations I’ve had with our Upper School pupils. Yesterday our
Year 11 pupils all received their final gift for their exams; a clear pencil case containing the basic
equipment they will need along with a memory stick full of resources, including practice papers and
other revision materials. This, together with their notebooks and wall planners, should ensure they
have everything they need as they enter the final precious few weeks before their exams. A number
M s A L ongstaff
of pupils have also been making good use of technology and downloaded a number of revision apps
H
U
S
onto their mobile devices to help them with revision outside of school. One called Quizlet has been
recommended by a few pupils as they can access pre-made revision cards and tests. Any resources
which vary the method by which pupils are learning are valuable and it would be great for them to share their
different ideas with us to pass on to other pupils. We have also included in this newsletter, a list of sessions that are
available to pupils after the holidays where they can go for additional help and support.
ead of

pper

chool

Year 10 Progress Reviews should have made it home to you by now; please contact Mrs Wright directly should you
have any concerns. This is ahead of our Year 10 Parents’ Evening which is being held on Tuesday 25th April for all
pupils and their parents/carers. This is an ideal opportunity to meet with subject teachers and discuss the progress
your child is making on their GCSE courses and I look forward to seeing you all there.
Subject

Days

Focus

Art

Each Lunchtime

Individual preparation for exam

Biology

Speak to class teacher

Chemistry

Mon 12th May after school
Wed 17th May after school

C2 & C3
C1

Computer Science

Each lunchtime and after school

Drop-in for help/support

Drama

Each Wednesday lunchtime

Drop-in for help/support

English

Tue/Wed/Thu lunchtime
Each Wednesday after school

Drop-in for help/support

French

Each Wednesday lunchtime

Drop-in for help/support

Geography

Mon 8th May after school
Mon 15th May after school
Mon 22nd May after school

Speak to Mr Webster for further details

History

Speak to class teacher

Maths

Mon/Tue/Wed/Thu lunchtimes
Each Wednesday after school

Drop-in for help/support

Media

Each Monday after school

Drop-in for help/support

Music

Speak to Mr Trevaskiss

Physics

Speak to class teacher

Spanish

Each Tuesday lunchtime

Technology

Speak to class teacher

Friday 7th April 2017
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LITE R AC Y

O N :

P UZ Z L E S

Can you turn these ‘dingbats’ (visual word puzzles) into
common phrases?

e.g.

1

= Upset tummy

2

3

Pupil name:
Please return answers via a Woldgate pupil, with their name, to the
box in D1 by Friday 28th April to earn them House Points!

8
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A

s we reach the end of term, I am incredibly proud of the approach of our Sixth Form students
as they prepare for their exams. Students have been working with drive and determination,
accessing support and attending extra sessions with their subject teachers. It is important that
our young people find time to rest and relax over the Easter break after what has been a very busy
term. Students will also need to be using their time productively, following a clear plan of revision and
making sure they are confident in their knowledge and understanding as they approach their exams.

M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

The Sixth Form block is open on the following days of the Easter holidays, should students wish to
complete revision in school:

WEEK ONE: Tuesday 11th April Wednesday 12th April Thursday 13th April
WEEK TWO: Thursday 20th April
I look forward to welcoming students back for their final three weeks of studies before they finish for study leave on
12th May. The Sixth Form Study Room will be open and fully supervised throughout Study Leave for those students
who would prefer to complete their revision in school.
I would like to wish you all a wonderful Easter break.

Friday 7th April 2017
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School Uniform
For our current Year 8 and 9

I

n the Newsletter you will have noticed that the countdown to our current Year 8 and 9 pupils moving into the
new uniform, along with our new intake for September 2017, is now standing at just 21 weeks. Whilst many of our
pupils have opted for an early move into the new uniform, we still have a large number of pupils who will need to
purchase theirs.
In order to support your child in getting the best fit uniform, we recently invited School Colours (our uniform
supplier) into school to measure your child. They have now provided us with your child’s sizes for the compulsory
items which you need to order, and these sizes are being sent home in a letter this week. When reading your letter
please bear in mind that School Colours have already taken into account growth and the measurements are what
they predict your child will require for September.
For those of you who may wish to quickly process orders, please note that we will be opening the School Shop
during the Easter Holidays on Tuesday 11th April from 12 noon to 2.00pm, so that you may drop your order off.

Standard Uniform Expectations
All pupils in Years 7 to 11 are required to wear full school uniform every day. We expect a high standard of appearance in all our pupils at all times. All staff, including Form Tutors, ensure that all pupils are wearing correct uniform
at all times throughout the school day.
Our school uniform reflects our ethos that everything we do should be worthy of great merit, character and value.
It is also reflects the pride pupils have in our school, and their own self-confidence as well as making an excellent
impression upon the wider community.
All clothing must be clearly labelled with your child’s name and form so that it can be quickly returned in the event
of it being lost or mislaid. Most of the school uniform items can be purchased from our school uniform shop, based
in school.

10
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Woldgate School Shop
Available in our Shop

Not available in our Shop

Woldgate School Blazer

Shirt

Black with the Woldgate School badge and green piping
on the pockets.

Grey with single bottle green stripe on collar.

Standard white, loose fitting shirt with stiff pointed
collar (not open necked) to take tie; shirt must be long
enough to be tucked in and wide enough at the neck
to fasten the top button. Fashion shirts or blouses that
include embroidery, logos, or slim collars that are not
designed for a tie should not be worn.

School Tie

Shoes

Upper and Lower School tie (light blue and light green
thick stripes respectively) thin stripes represent School
House. Must be worn at all times.

Plain (no decoration), professional, black, low-heeled,
sensible, full leather shoes with a plain black sole are
appropriate for school. Trainers and plimsolls are not
acceptable - as they are fashion items and do not protect
the feet in Science or Design Technology lessons. Plain
black, low heeled boots can be worn under trousers
only. UGG-style boots are also a fashion item and should
not be worn.

V-neck School Jumper

Grey Skirt
Mid grey, knee length with box pleats.
Grey Trousers

Socks
Mid grey trousers should be formal, classic, smart trousers. They should be loose fitting (not skin tight) and
plain (without brass zips, logos or studs on the pockets for instance). They should be waist height, so not
to expose underwear. (Not leggings/treggings/jeans/
cargo/chino in style).
They can be worn with a thin back belt if necessary (no
fashion belts/large buckles).

Friday 7th April 2017

Plain white or black only. Socks must not be worn over
tights and must cover ankles.
Tights
Plain (not patterned) and black in colour. Leggings are
not permitted.
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

