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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

The annual Sporting Clay Shoot 
for the “North Wolds Gun Club 
Local Schools Trophy” which 

was held recently saw success for 
Woldgate School pupils. The “Junior” 
(Year 9 and below) competition saw  
Harvey Sewell and Matt Smith, tied 
on 18/25 targets, an outstanding 
score for juniors.  A shoot-off over 
five further targets saw Matt prevail 
to take first place, leaving Harvey in 
second.  The fact that both boys are 

in Year 7 makes their achievement 
all the more outstanding.  Zak Mele-
mendjian, improved his last year’s 
score by a significant margin, to take 
third place with 15/25. 

The “Senior” (Year 10 & above) 
section was won by Harris Bowman, 
with a good, solid 19/25. beating 
Luke Young on 18/25, into second 
place.  Third, on 17/25, was Kieran 
Sunman of Bishop Burton College.  

Kieran joined Bishop Burton last 
summer, from Woldgate – so it 
was more or less a Woldgate clean 
sweep! 

The fact that the junior scores 
compare so favourably with the 
seniors’ indicates some very promis-
ing talent in those younger years.

TO 

JOEL HALLEWELL 

ON HIS RECENT GLIDING SUCCESS

Congratulations!
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

As the final half-term of our academic year starts we will be celebrating another successful year 
with our Year 11 pupils and Sixth Form students and will also be looking forward to their leaving 
proms. This is an opportunity to acknowledge the achievements of our Year 11 pupils, before 

they make the next in transition to study in our Sixth Form, or to pursue other interests elsewhere. For 
our Year 13 students, though, the end of year celebration will formally mark an end to their schooling 
as they move on to study at university, opt for an apprenticeship or enter employment. After seven 
years studying here, I expect that for students, teachers and parents, it will not be easy to say good-
bye after these many years together – our students will most certainly be missed.

As we recognise the achievements of our Year 11 pupils and Sixth Form students we will also be starting a major develop-
ment project across the school. The half term break has been rather busy as we’ve had contractors on site preparing to 
start the works. Most of the initial works will be structural as we aim to modernise and improve the buildings themselves. 
The Department of Education has specified dates for completion and we must meet these to secure funding, so flexi-
bility is limited. We do expect some minimal disruption, but have worked hard to confine this to certain parts of school 
and to schedule the works over the time allowed to ensure teaching can continue as normal. The works will continue 
throughout this half term and over the summer holidays. 

In September, as this first phase is completed, I believe the school will look very different and as we continue to submit 
further bids as a high performing school, we expect to enhance our provision and facilities to ensure our pupils have the 
very best facilities in the region. It is, therefore, an exciting time for our community and the school as you would expect. 

This half-term we also have some important and exciting visits;
• Our PE Department continues its fixtures and its exceptional performance in a range of sports.
• Pupils will visit Beth Shalom to learn about the Holocaust
• Mr Hersh (a Holocaust survivor) will once again visit Woldgate to speak to our Year 9.
• We have our excellent Arts Exhibition.
• Year 12 Pupils will visit the Sheffield Arena as part of their University options process. 
• Another exciting transition events for our pupils joining us from our primaries.
• Helmsley and Rievaulx visit for History pupils.
• Geography visit to the Holderness coast
• The Big Sing at Bridlington.
• Year 9 Careers Day.
• Glamarara visit for Year 10.

In addition to this, we also have our first House Sports Day, Year 10 Work Experience and the superb Summer Soiree, 
as well as our Creative Arts and Year 6 Transition Day. At the end of term, we will also be waving off visits abroad to 
Tanzania, Spain and France and if the weather remains sunny, we will be ending the term by walking through the beautiful 
Yorkshire Wolds once again. 

With only seven weeks until the end of term and Year 7, 8 and 10 examinations during this time, I expect we’ll all be kept 
rather busy as the summer holiday approaches. 

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Key daTes
 2017

summer Term

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

auTumn Term

6th September - 27th october

6th novermber - 21St december

2018

spring Term 
8th January - 9th February

19th February - 23rd march

summer Term

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

parenTs’ evenings

year 8 - 5th July 2017
year 7 - 11th July 2017

Training days

24th July 2017
25th July 2017  

4th September 2017
5th September 2017
22nd december 2017

9th april 2018
23rd July 2018

uniform evenTs 
for year 6 

pupils

Please note that uniform 
events for Year 6 pupils will 
be held on 12th, 13th and 14th 
June between 4.00pm  and 
6.30pm at Woldgate School. 
We look forward to meeting 
our pupils on one of these 
evenings.

numeracy weeK 
12Th - 16Th 
June 2017

Next week pupils across the 
school will be participating in 
the latest numeracy theme 
week. In registration students 
will yet again be competing to 
solve puzzles and crack codes 
to become ‘Numeracy champi-
ons’ and of course to gather as 
many house points as possible.

Good luck!

house ranKing

1

2

3

4

5

Kirby 
underdale

warrendale

greaT 
givendale

millingTon 
dale

Thixendale

new uniform

 
 

Next week forms will be testing their numeracy skills by completing a range of activities during registration. House points will be awarded to forms finishing first, second 
and third in each year group and points from each year group will be collated to determine a winning house. 

 
 

 
Monday 12th June Tuesday 13th June Wednesday 14th June Thursday 15th June 

 
Friday 16th June 

 

Year 7 
SPC 

Planner signing 
Spot 

 
 Year Assembly 

 

What’s the Score? 

 

Puzzles 

 

Year 8 
MSM 

Planner signing 

  
Year Assembly 

 Spot 

What’s the Score? 

 

Puzzles 

 

Year 9 
SMS 

 
 Year Assembly 

 Spot 

What’s the Score? 

 Planner signing 

Puzzles 

 

Year 10 
SGY 

Planner signing 
Spot 

What’s the Score? 

 

Puzzles 

 

  
Year Assembly 

 

13
weeKs 

To

go!



lower school
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Since before half term, and over the next two weeks, our Lower School pupils have been taking 
part in exams across a range of subjects.  Exams often incite different emotions and responses 
from people across all walks of life; some positive and others negative.  Our purpose in holding 

exam weeks for our Lower School pupils is to equip them with the tools and confidence to ensure 
they achieve their full potential in their GCSEs and beyond. 

To this end, the exam weeks help pupils in their preparation for exams, namely effective revision tech-
niques, but also in ensuring they get plenty of sleep and eat healthy breakfasts in the morning.  Exam 

weeks also highlight to our pupils the importance of exam skills, such as planning their time effectively, reading 
questions carefully and checking their answers.  Finally, exam weeks also give pupils an experience in receiving their 
result and, in particular, a sense of achievement and pride when they have done well.  Exam weeks are therefore an 
essential part of learning and I wish all our Lower School pupils the best in their exams. 

mr barreTT wriTes 
Yesterday, as the nation went to the polls, so did pupils at Woldgate. One of the key aspects of the Citizenship 
programme at the school focuses on democracy and how that is put into action in Britain. Students have spent time 
within Citizenship lessons looking at what each of the parities stood for and yesterday, they cast their vote. The 
results were as follows:

313 Labour, 137 Conservative, 34 Greens, 32 Lib Dems, 29 UKIP

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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It has been an interesting week catching up with our Year 10 pupils following their return from the 
half term break. Once again they seem to have immersed themselves into lots of different activi ties 
and have plenty of tales to tell.   It was also fantastic to hear about Joel Hallewell who is currently 

raising money to take part in the gliding world championships next year and has been selected to 
train with Team GB in Aerobatics.  Since going solo at the age of 14, the youngest age possible, Joel 
has taken up gliding aerobatics and has competed nationally with great success, most recently being 
awarded the trophy for excellence by finishing first in the Dan Smith Trophy competition in London.  
Joel has been offered the chance to train in Sweden during the summer holidays alongside their 
national team and we wish him every success over the next few months. 

Year 10 are also preparing for their exam week towards the end of June and starting to think about different types 
of revision methods.  This week will highlight the importance of exam skills such as reading questions carefully, 
planning their time effectively to fully answer all questions and checking their final answers to ensure they haven’t 
made careless mistakes.  Given that pupils so often enjoy using technology it may be worth encouraging them to 
explore some of the many revision apps that are so readily available as these often offer short snappy activities to 
try, useful for testing their prior knowledge on topics before embarking on further revision.

upper school Ms Longstaff Writes:

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

aTTendance, achievemenT & 
care co-ordinaTors

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283
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social media



Urban
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Subject Ambassadors represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are enthusiastic about their 
subject and want to share this with others. This article is the first in a series about work from the curriculum. Each week 
there will be a different Subject Ambassador sharing their thoughts about a recent project in their department. 

Mr Trevaskiss | Director of Studies for Holistic Education

Holly Holmes is a dedicated hard working Art student who has shown artistic talent working through Photogra-
phy, Fine Art, Textiles, 3D and Graphics workshops. For her coursework projects Holly has chosen the theme 
of Urban.

‘My name is Holly and I am currently in Year 10 of my GCSE Art course. At the moment, I am working on completing 
a final piece for my Urban Project, using stencilling techniques in the style of Banksy. 

After half term, I will be starting my Mock Exam Project on the theme of Architecture focusing on both the interior 
and exterior.

As an Art Ambassador, I will be attending and helping staff at the GCSE and A-Level exhibition evening on Tuesday 
13th June.’ 

Holly Holmes 10RMG - Art Ambassdor

S U B J E C T :  A R T



Urban
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As our Year 12 students approach the end of their exams, we look forward to welcoming them 
back to resume their studies next week when they will begin their A2 courses. Students will 
begin this next stage of their education on Wednesday 14th June at 1:30pm, when we will begin 

exploring their post-18 options and learning about the university application process in more detail. 
Parents, carers, and students are invited to join us on Thursday 15th June for our UCAS Information 
Evening which will provide detailed information about each step of the university application process, 
and will include a talk from a representative of York University. This event will take place in the Main 
Hall at 6pm and we look forward to seeing many of you there. 

On Friday 16th June, students and Sixth Form staff will attend the UCAS higher education exhibition at Sheffield 
arena. This exhibition is an opportunity for students to explore the wide range of opportunities available after Sixth 
Form, all in one setting. There is a huge amount of information available and a diverse range of exhibitors, making 
it an incredibly valuable day for all our students, whether they’re interested in applying to university or looking at 
alternative options. For more information on any of these events or to confirm attendance at the UCAS Information 
Evening, please contact Mrs Bourne, the Attendance, Achievement and Care Co-ordinator for Sixth Form. Finally, 
as our Year 12 students come to the end of their exams I would like to congratulate them on their hard work and 
exemplary conduct during this period. Our Year 13 students are knuckling down as their exam schedule becomes 
increasingly busy and I would like to wish them all the best for their remaining exams. 

sixTh form college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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L I T E R A C Y

S P O T L I G H T  O N :  F A C T S

• Daily reading levels between 2013 and 2014 increased dramatically, with levels rising from 
32.2% to 41.4%; levels increased again between 2014 and 2015, rising from 41.4% to 43.0%. 
Only 1 child in 7 (13.5%) rarely or never reads outside class. 

• In 2015, children and young people were nearly twice as likely to read outside class every day for fun as they 
were to read for information (31.6% vs. 17.9%) 

• Young people who enjoy reading very much are three times as likely to read above the level expected for their 
age as young people who do not enjoy reading at all (32.7% vs. 10.1%). Similarly, young people who read outside 
class daily are five times as likely to read above the expected level for their age compared with young 
people who never read outside class (20.8% vs. 4.4%) 

From: Children’s and Young People’s Reading in 2015, National Literacy Trust                                                                                             
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BAFTA Success for 
Former Student 
Nicholas Bennett
Nick was at Woldgate in the late 
1980s early 1990s prior to complet-
ing a BTec in Media Studies at Bever-
ley. He then went on to Humberside 
University (Now Lincoln) where he 
gained a degree in Documentary 
Documentation.

After leaving university he joined 
the Horse Racing channel as a camer-
aman gaining valuable experience of 
working with an outside broadcast 
unit. After a season of horse racing 
on to Sky Sport as a news gathering 
cameraman.

At Sky he covered British football, 
boxing both in the UK and also in the 
US and also covered a Lions trip to 
Australia and New Zealand. At Sky, 
he also met Dan Gordon, Director / 
Producer and Nick and Dan’s asso-
ciation, making documentary films 
started. Together, they have made 
documentaries in North Korea, 
South America, North America, 
Uganda and the UK, culminating in 
the making of “Hillsborough”.

Hillsborough was nominated for a 
Bafta in the best single documen-
tary class and was successful.

Today Nick, as a freelance director of 
photography, is mainly involved with 
the making of television adverts and 
short films. For more examples of his 
work please check out www.nicho-
lasbennettdop.com

 

imporTanT informaTion: 9w
We have been made aware that next week there are road works on the 
Bishop Wilton road.    Having spoken to Acklams Coaches Ltd, who run the 
9W school bus service, we have been assured that the service will run as 
usual.   Please ask pupils to wait for the bus, until it arrives - even if it is 
slightly delayed resulting from road work congestion.
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