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96
NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Mrs Draper and Miss Burrows 
write; 

On Tuesday 13th June, the Art 
Department showcased a stun-
ning exhibition of GCSE and 
A-Level work. 

The pupils have excelled them-
selves showing a range of media, 
techniques, styles and outcomes 

through both their final pieces 
and sketchbook work. 

The preview evening was busy and 
well attended by staff, parents, 
pupils and sponsors. It was lovely 
to see some many admiring the 
pupils work.

The Art Department are very 
proud of the pupils achievements 

this year and we are looking 
forward to working with the 
students who decide to stay on 
for A-Level!

TO 

all pupils and sTudenTs whO 
are sTill siTTing Their exams

Good Luck
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

AThis week, it was a pleasure on Tuesday to visit the Art Exhibition to see the stunning work 
produced by our pupils. The work is inspired and the variety of media and techniques used by 
our pupils is very impressive. It is also a huge credit to our pupils, and my colleagues, that the 

art has been exhibited so professionally. We have also since our return after half-term, taken the 
opportunity to display the art produced on our Creative Arts Day and to frame previous pupils’ work, 
so as you walk around school you do get a sense of the creativity and skill of our pupils - it also looks 
great.

We also had our official ‘stand down’ day for our Year 11 and school felt very different towards the 
end of the week. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with this Year group and have also thoroughly enjoyed the 
many meetings and discussions I’ve had with pupils throughout their time at the school. I am looking forward to the 
majority returning in  September and really do believe these young people will make our Sixth Form a great place 
to study. 

As we said goodbye, for now, to our Year 11, we also welcomed our Year 6 pupils and the many parents who attended 
our new uniform event in school. The evenings have been very busy and it has been great to see our future pupils 
excited at the prospect of joining our school community. I am also meeting now, on a nearly daily basis, with new 
families who are either moving into the area, or who are seeking to move their child mid-year from a local secondary 
school in York or schools in the East Riding. I am, therefore, very grateful to parents who have kindly sought to 
promote our school community; and your positive feedback has most certainly been evident and communicated in 
conversations with prospective pupils and parents, so thank you.

It was also nice to see our Technology Challenge on Thursday so well attended. The event run in partnership with 
our primaries and with the support of our local community, provided an exciting opportunity to experience our 
curriculum and to develop new skills and knowledge in a subject that has become vital to ensuring our country can 
continue to produce the very best scientists and engineers, to name but two professions.

Our Year 12 students returned this week from examinations and started their Year 13 studies. Upon returning they 
attended our Year 12 UCAS workshop and also, with parents, joined us for our Information Evening for Sixth Form 
students in order to explore their options upon the completion of their studies. I do hope students and parents 
found the information useful, as the process of application and the funding arrangements for university study has 
changed dramatically over the last decade. The choice of whether to study to obtain a degree, to opt for an appren-
ticeship or alternatively to seek employment, is therefore, complex and we’ll work hard to inform and support fami-
lies as they start to make these important decisions. I know from the students I spoke to, that the visit to Sheffield 
Arena to meet with representatives of all of the different providers, had proved valuable and very informative. 

Another very busy, but rewarding week. 

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

KEy DAtEs
 2017

summEr tErm

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

Autumn tErm

6th September - 27th october

6th novermber - 21St december

2018

spring tErm 
8th January - 9th February

19th February - 23rd march

summEr tErm

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

pArEnts’ EvEnings

year 8 - 5th July 2017
year 7 - 11th July 2017

trAining DAys

24th July 2017
25th July 2017  

4th September 2017
5th September 2017
22nd december 2017

9th april 2018
23rd July 2018

hEADtEAchEr 
AwArDs

yEAr 7

Libby robinson

mirrEn DAviEs

rosiE KEnnEDy

mAx brown

yEAr 8
chArLottE KEith

FFion JonEs

yEAr 9
hoLLy bAtEs

chAroLottE whEAtLEy

housE rAnKing

1

2

3

4

5

Kirby 
unDErDALE

wArrEnDALE

grEAt 
givEnDALE

miLLington 
DALE

thixEnDALE

nEw uniForm

Picture by Milly Jarvis-Stiggants

12
wEEKs 

to

go!



LowEr schooL
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Last week, whilst the General Election was taking place, our Lower School pupils had the oppor-
tunity to participate in their own democratic election.  They were given brief summaries of the 
manifestos of each of the main political parties, before heading to our Polling Station where they 

cast their vote for the political party of their choice.  Whilst talking to our pupils whilst they took part 
in this important process, I was struck by their maturity, knowledge and depth of opinions on current 
affairs.  Most of all, however, I was struck by the sense of community that our pupils clearly hold, as 
they talked about the possible impact of the election on their friends, relatives and town.

This sense of community is at the heart of our school ethos, and pupils receive rewards that reflect their contribu-
tions to school life and upholding this ethos.  Our Subject Ambassadors work hard to represent their subject areas 
in order to further all pupils’ enjoyment of learning.  Our Student Counsellors and Form Representatives volunteer 
to take on additional responsibilities to benefit and improve school life for their peers.  All pupils know they have a 
part to play in making life and learning at Woldgate School so special.

woLDgAtE pErForming Arts DEpArtmEnt prEsEnt 
summEr soirEE - JuLy 13th At 7pm

A night of Music, Dance and Drama items with special guests!  

Festival Style (sit anywhere bring a chair/blanket)  Pay on the door; Adults £4 Concessions £3 

Refreshments available throughout

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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This week has been a great one for seeing some of the achievements of our Upper School pupils.  
On Tuesday afternoon, our Year 10 Sports Leaders helped facilitate the KS1 Festival of Sport.  It 
was fantastic to see them working so hard with such young pupils, encouraging, motivating and 

celebrating with them as they succeeded in the various challenges on offer.  It was evident that both 
sets of pupils enjoyed the afternoon and the opportunity to interact with one another.

 Tuesday evening also saw our Art Exhibition where the display of work by our Year 11 pupils was 
just simply outstanding.  It was lovely to see family reactions to the final pieces that pupils had 
designed and was nice for them to pause and reflect on what they had achieved.  All too often, 

we get swept along by what still needs to be done and don’t spend enough time reflecting on the journey we have 
already travelled.  Some of you may also have seen the pictures of work by Charlie Cutting, one of our former pupils.  
I remember Charlie when he first arrived at Woldgate and to see what a fine young man he has become and have a 
brief conversation with him was the highlight of this evening for me.

The next few weeks are extremely busy with a number of events planned; the Summer Soiree is one I look forward 
to each year, so if you haven’t already got that date in your diary, please make a space for it as I’m sure you won’t be 
disappointed.

rEminDEr - thErE ArE onLy 5 morE wEEKs LEFt to purchAsE thE uniForm 
For sEptEmbEr

uppEr schooL Ms Longstaff Writes:

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

AttEnDAncE, AchiEvEmEnt & 
cArE co-orDinAtors

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

sociAL mEDiA



Private Peaceful
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Subject Ambassadors represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are enthusiastic about their 
subject and want to share this with others. This article is the first in a series about work from the curriculum. Each week 
there will be a different Subject Ambassador sharing their thoughts about a recent project in their department. 

Mr Trevaskiss | Director of Studies for Holistic Education

In Year 8, during our English lessons, we have been reading Private Peaceful by the award winning children’s writer 
Michael Morpurgo.  Private Peaceful is a fiction book set in World War 1, in which a young soldier named Thomas 
(mainly referred to as Tommo) Peaceful looks back on his childhood from his perspective as a soldier in WW1.  Each 
chapter brings the reader closer to the true reason why the book was written and leaves us with a heavy feeling 
in our hearts.  Throughout my English lessons we’ve been annotating the text and discussing how Morpurgo uses 
language techniques and structure to interest the reader.  A technique which was frequent in Private Peaceful was 
flashbacks which were used at the start if every chapter (uniquely named time phases).  Assessments were done 
which included work about trench life and also character analysis.  When we finally completed our reading of the 
novel we wrote a review about. 

The review included an overall summary, details on our favourite parts of the book and the parts we disliked about 
the book and also a section on our favourite characters.  I also included a section on if I would recommend the novel 
to other readers, I most definitely do.  It was enjoyable to write the review as we got to discuss everything in the 
book and share opinions of it.  Nearly the whole class selected Charlie Peaceful as their favourite character.  I’ve 
learnt from this topic about the effects war has on people and also many new techniques to include in my English 
work.  If you’re interested in the topic of war and enjoy reading then Private Peaceful is definitely a book you will 
enjoy reading.  Daisy Webley - Year 8 - English Ambassador

S U B J E C T :  E N G L I S H



Private Peaceful
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It has been wonderful to welcome Year 12 students back this week to begin their A2 courses. We 
have also launched our Progression Programme, beginning with an explanation of the UCAS process 
and an afternoon of activities on Wednesday including a guest speaker from Lincoln University. On 

Thursday evening we welcomed parents and students to our UCAS Information Evening and we look 
forward to supporting our students and their families as they make these important decisions about 
their future pathway. It is vital for our students to make fully informed choices about their future 
pathway, whether that is university, apprenticeship or employment. Therefore, in these initial stages 
of the Progression Programme we will be encouraging and supporting our students to complete 
detailed research about all of the options available to them before making any final decisions. To 

aid their research, we will be holding a series of events with guest speakers, and we would like to invite parents to 
attend if they wish. 
Veterinary medicine – Monday 3rd July – 1:35pm, Writing a Personal Statement – Wednesday 5th July – 1:35pm, 
Applying to Oxbridge – Wednesday 12th July – 1:35pm, Medicine – TBC. Please contact the Main Office if you 
would like to attend any of these talks. 

Students in the Sixth Form will also receive advice, information and support on apprenticeships, gap years and 
employment. We will be working with students on how to conduct research into future career options and educa-
tion pathways, as well as helping them to write personal statements, cover letters and job applications. 
It is an exciting time in the Sixth Form as we see our students cementing 
their future goals and aspirations and it is a joy to be able to support them 
throughout that process. 

sixth Form coLLEgE Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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L I T E R A C Y

SPOTLIGHT ON: FILM CLUB UPDATE

We will soon start to watch our fourth film in Film Club: The LEGO Movie. Pupils have also made 
selections of the films to watch in the club, ranging from Harry Potter to How to Train Your Dragon 
2. So far, pupils have enjoyed The BFG the most, with an average of 4 stars. After taking part in a 
filmclub.org competition, Ewan and Tom (Year 7) created their own film quiz. 

                                                                             1. Can you guess which film the photograph is taken from? 

                                                                              2. What is the missing words in a quotation from the film?

     Everything ** ******* (The LEGO Movie)                                                                                        

If you know a pupil who likes films, encourage them to come to Film Club on Friday lunchtimes, 12:45pm 
in E3.
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