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NEWSLETTER
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3 Weeks Remaining to Purchase
our School Uniform
The Uniform Shop will be open to purchase uniform until the end of term, as follows: Tuesdays from 10am-12 Noon
and Thursday from 2.00-4.00pm. The shop does get very busy during these times so we would advise that you call
school to arrange an appointment to avoid disappointment.
Please note that during the school holidays the Uniform Shop will be open on the following Wednesdays from
10.00am-12 Noon and 2.00pm-4.00pm: 16th, 23rd and 30th August, when you will be able to collect any outstanding
orders.
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Headteacher’s Welcome

his week our Year 7 historians have been to visit Rievaulx. Rievaulx was one of the first Cistercian
Abbeys to be founded in England in around 1130 and, after the dissolution, became the centre of
commercial activity for many years. The abbey forge was used to set up an ironworks on the site.
Hidden in the deep River Rye valley, the beautiful and tranquil abbey ruins reflect nearly one thousand years of spiritual, commercial and Romantic history. For our pupils, it is a wonderful opportunity
to bring learning to life, to walk amongst the ruins and appreciate the history.

M r J B ritton

This week, the NSPCC has released further guidance about keeping our children safe online. As a school,
in line with guidance from several of the social media sites, we recommend that children in Lower School
do not have their own personal online account, but use a family account. Parental controls can now also be used to block
upsetting or harmful content, control in-app purchases or manage how long your child spends online. Parental controls
are software and tools which you can install on phones or tablets, games consoles or laptops – and even your home
broadband. You can also use them to help you block or filter the content your child sees when searching online, and
family-friendly public WiFi can help when you’re out and about.
Headteacher

Parental controls are also available to help you to:
• plan what time of day your child can go online and for how long
• stop them from downloading apps for which they’re too young
• manage the content different members of the family can see.
Lots of mobiles and tablets come with settings that can help you manage what your child can and can’t see or do online.
When using parental controls, make sure to check things like location settings and what information your child is sharing
with others. You can get more information about setting up controls on different devices from the UK Safer Internet
Centre and mobile providers such as O2, Vodafone, Three and EE.
Your internet provider may offer a free filter so you can control the content that you and your family see. You’ll need to
manually set-up any device connected to your home broadband. How you do this depends on your provider and you’ll
need to access your home router or hub. It’s really easy and simple to do. You can get guidance from UK Safer Internet
Centre and Internetmatters.org on how to do this or you can give experts from the O2 & NSPCC helpline a call 0808 800
5002.
Most games consoles are also internet-enabled, which means your child can go online and chat with other players or
make in-game purchases. Like with mobiles and tablets, the controls on your games console help you to manage what
your child can and can’t do.
Some devices allow you to:
• set up different profiles for each family member
• deactivate the internet
• turn off chat functions to stop your child from talking to strangers.
Finally, setting up filters like Google SafeSearch helps to protect your child from seeing inappropriate or adult content,
or you could use a child-friendly search engine like Swiggle and Safe Search UK as your default.
As parents, we speak to our sons or daughters about crossing the road, speaking to strangers, but the plethora of mobile
Continued on Page 3...
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Key Dates
2017

Summer Term
24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Autumn Term
6th September - 27th October
6th Novermber - 21st December
2018

Spring Term
8th January - 9th February
19th February - 23rd March

Headteacher’s
Award

House Ranking

Year 7
Jessica Hardcastle
Isla McDaid
Shanice Smith
Ewan Bishop
Thomas Chantry

Year 8
Holly Gill
Kirsten Dinsdale

Year 10
Till Mitchell
Ben Hodder

Summer Term
10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

Parents’ Evenings
Year 8 - 5th July 2017
Year 7 - 11th July 2017

Training Days
24th July 2017
25th July 2017
4th September 2017
5th September 2017
22nd December 2017
9th April 2018
23rd July 2018
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phone and social media sites also poses a risk if not carefully supervised, as the
online world can arguably present a greater risk to our children.
The NSPCC have also produced a family agreement that parents may find useful
in starting those conversations with their children. The template can be found
at:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/online-safety/
share-aware-family-agreement.pdf.
I do hope some of the guidance may prove helpful and I would recommend a
visit to the NSPCC Online Safety website when you have a few moments.
Do have a good weekend.

Changing GCSEs
As parents of Years 11 & 10 already know, GCSEs are changing. 11IAA have
taken 'new' GCSEs in English Language, English Literature and Mathematics. 10SGY have started 'new GCSEs' in all subjects except Product Design
and Media Studies. 9SMS will start on the new specifications for all their
subjects in September and have already made a start with Mathematics and
Religious Studies.
The Government have produced a website to help inform parents and potential employers about these new GCSEs. The address is
https://newgcses.campaign.gov.uk/

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 30th June 2017
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

O
M r L S loman

Head of Lower School

n Monday I accompanied our Year 7 pupils on their visit to Helmsley Castle and Rievaulx Abbey,
as part of their History studies in medieval life and beliefs. Luckily we had booked the weather
in advance, and our pupils enjoyed exploring the ruins in the warm sunshine. Throughout the
day, I was immensely proud of our Year 7 pupils’ attitude and conduct; they were cheerful, interested
and courteous, and other visitors and shop staff commented upon their politeness. During the course
of the day, our pupils learnt a huge amount about the defensive features of castles and the life of
medieval monks. They asked good, thoughtful questions and I am sure they learnt much from their
visit.

Visits like these not only help our pupils to gain deep insights and understanding of topics they have learnt in class;
they also help to equip our pupils with skills and attributes that make them successful learners. Pupils learn how
to work with others and study their environment closely. Visits help our pupils to think of questions they might
otherwise not have considered in the classroom, and search for answers around them. Furthermore, visits help
to imprint key knowledge and understanding in pupils’ memories – many of us can still remember school visits we
went on when we were at school. Such experiences help to develop the whole child, and are at the centre of what
we believe and do at Woldgate School.

Attendance
90% attendance =
½ day missed every week!

1 school year at 90% attendance =
4 whole weeks of lessons MISSED!
5 school years at 90% attendance =
½ school year missed!
Research suggests 17 days missed from school (94% attendance)
equates to a drop of 1 GCSE grade in every subject.

French Picnic 5th July

O

n Wednesday July 5th, Year
7 French pupils will be taking
part in a French picnic with
games on the school field, during
their timetabled French lesson.
We are really looking forward to
sharing some typical French foods
with pupils and using our language
in a different context. In order to
provide pupils with this opportunity,
we will be asking each child to bring
in a small food/drink contribution.
Anyone with allergies is advised
to speak with their French teacher
prior to the event.
Merci beaucoup!

A reduction of two grades if only 90% attendance.
The MFL Team
4
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

T

his week has once again been an extremely interesting one for me as I have been able to talk to
many pupils about an exciting opportunity for September. During the Autumn Term we will be
launching our formal Peer Mentor scheme with a view to training a selected group of pupils to
support pupils in year groups younger than their own. This team of mentors would be available at
key times during the week to offer peer to peer support, working closely with staff to ensure that any
issues raised by the pupils were addressed.

M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

We hope that our Peer Mentors will bring an additional source of support, guidance and encouragement to our pupils at Woldgate, allowing them to talk about any issues or experiences they may
have encountered in or out of school. As such, our mentors that are selected will need to show they can be good
role models themselves and willing to undergo some training themselves to ensure that they themselves are fully
supported also.

the

SUMMER
SOIRÉE

F E AT U R I N G S P E C I A L G U E ST S
MANNY VASS & KAtIE WOOD AluMNI
STAMFORD BRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL
& COMMUNITY CHOIR EAST RIDING MUSIC’S COOL

THURSDAY 13 th JULY 2017
7PM - WOLDGATE SCHOOL

FESTIVAL STYLE - SIT ANY WHERE
BRING A CHAIR OR BLANKET
Friday 30th June 2017
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Experimenting with Diffusion
Recently, my science class did a really interesting practical. I enjoy doing practicals as it means you can do fun things,
but learn at the same time! The experiment was about diffusion, which is the spreading of particles from an area
of high concentration to an area of low concentration. First of all we had to cover agar (a type of jelly) in universal
indicator. This made the jelly turn green. Next we had to cut 5 equally sized cubes of jelly that would fit in a test tube.
Now we needed to make up 100% of HCI, which is Hydrochloric Acid but shortened. We added one piece of jelly to
the test tube, poured the acid in and then timed it to see how long it took for the universal indicator covered - cube
to turn red. Universal indicator turns red when it is placed in an acid, so that is why the cube would turn red, being
covered in HCI. We recorded the time it took in our chart, and repeated the practical with 80%, 60%, 40%, 20% and
0% of HCI. We found out that the higher the concentration of HCI, the faster it was for the cube to turn red (diffuse).
This experiment was really good as I learned loads about diffusion!
Mirren
Year 7 | Science Ambassador

Subject Ambassadors represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are enthusiastic about their
subject and want to share this with others. This article is the first in a series about work from the curriculum. Each week
there will be a different Subject Ambassador sharing their thoughts about a recent project in their department.
Mr Trevaskiss | Director of Studies for Holistic Education
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

T

his week in the Sixth Form we have continued to focus on post-18 options and providing our Year
12 students with the tools to complete thorough and detailed research on their chosen career,
apprenticeship or university course. Students have approached this task with gusto, and it has
been wonderful chatting with them about the courses they have been looking into as well as the
careers they have been researching. There are a huge range of fantastic websites to help students
with this process, as well as a wealth of wisdom that young people can tap into around them: teachers,
family and friends will all have advice to offer and information that can be taken on board assimilated
M rs K L awson
H
S
F
along with their wider research. We are also looking forward to the first of our guest speakers on
Monday: an ex-student of Woldgate, Elise Purdy, who is currently studying Veterinary Medicine, will
be coming in to speak about her experiences of the application and interview process as well as giving more information about the course. On Wednesday afternoon we have our Personal Statements session, and students will be
spending their registrations next week receiving further guidance from their form tutor on how to write a personal
statement that will help them to stand out from the crowd.
ead of

ixth

orm

In addition to this focus on progression, our young people are also getting to grips with their A2 courses as they
move in to their second year of A Level and BTEC qualifications. There is a step up again from AS study, and students
are already realising the importance of using their independent study time effectively to make sure they are fully on
top of their workload from day one.
Of course we really do want students to have a wide range of opportunities in and outside of the classroom, and
Sixth Form students are set to take a leading role in the school Sports Day next week. We are also planning to have
an enjoyable and relaxing day by taking Sixth Form students out for the day in the final week of term as a reward for
all of their incredibly hard work. Full details will follow shortly.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge

CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate
https://twitter.com/woldgate/

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276
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Pupils were asked to create a world of their own, and then write a mini-saga in just 100 words.

As I woke, rising from the ground, I realized that I was somewhere strange.
Around me was a spectacular landscape of lush grass and an array of flowers.
Unlike anywhere else, this was truly magical. Alone and frightened, I frantically searched for any
sign of human life in the sea. No luck. Desperate for this to be a dream, I decided to delve deeper
into the forest. There were mystical creatures everywhere. But no food. Nowhere to make shelter.
“Congratulations! You have completed your first day in SURVIVE: WILDERNESS!” I realised I wasn’t
going home for a while.
By Mirren (Year 7)
If you know someone who is interested in Creative Writing, send them along to the club on Monday lunchtime (1pm)
in the Library.

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying expedition 17 June 2017
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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he weekend of the 17 June saw 24 Year 10 and 11s venture out again to
complete their assessed expedition to qualify for their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. The pupils had rigorously planned their route and were prepared
for a scorching weekend of walking, covering over 30km. The pupils had planned
their route within beautiful Nidderdale so they could complete their expedition
aims of taking nature and wildlife photography. The route incorporated paths
around the glorious Swinsty, Fewston and Thurscross reservoirs, parts of Blubberhouses moor and the picturesque Timble. Sweaty and exhausted after their first
15km pupils successfully made camp at Breaks Fold Farm campsite at the edge of
Thurscross. The next day brought with it even more sun and extreme temperatures
but all the participants persevered and with a fantastic effort managed to complete
the final 15km. A massive congratulations to all who took part- it was no mean feat!
As ever, a huge thanks to Miss Brame for her continued support and expertise, and
for bringing the boules and croquet for the evening entertainment.

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

