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Headteacher’s Welcome

n Wednesday, it was wonderful to welcome our pupils back to school and to start the term with
them looking so smart, professional and ready to learn. This week, school has felt very calm and
purposeful and it has, as ever, been a joy to visit lessons and to see pupils quickly settling back
into school. It was especially nice on Wednesday to welcome our new Year 7 and Sixth Form students
into school.

M r J B ritton
Headteacher

As I joined our pupils on both GCSE and A-Level results day, my own memories and feelings from collecting my results were ever present. Your heart simply goes out to our young people and it is for me, one
of those days in the year that, I imagine, for my pupils involves many emotions.

48% of our pupils achieved an A*-A in Sixth Form, 100% of pupils studying vocational qualifications achieved the top
two grades of a Distinction and Distinction* and 99% of our pupils achieved an A*-C at A-Level. At GCSE, 48% of our
pupils achieved at least one 9 to 7 (A*-A equivalent) grade at GCSE, 82% achieved a 9 to 4 (A*-C equivalent) grade in
English and 76% of pupils achieved a 9 to 4 (A*-C equivalent) grade in Mathematics. Additionally, we are very proud of
many excellent performances in a wide range of subjects from individuals of all abilities. We also expect, as we further
analyse each individual pupil’s results, to see these figures increase, as is the norm.
Results such as these are only possible due to the combination of determination and commitment of pupils, the dedication of staff in delivering high quality teaching and the support of parents to ensure our young people are cared for,
supported and challenged to do their very best. It is this partnership that enables our children to excel in their studies.
With significant national changes to both A-Levels and GCSE subjects, with regard to curriculum content, grade
boundaries and a shift to numeric grading at GCSE, I would like to thank our pupils and especially my colleagues, who
have worked exceptionally hard to manage the change.
We have, over the summer, also seen significant investment to update the facilities for both pupils and staff. The works
will continue into the new term, with the façade of the buildings being replaced. With additional funds being secured
through bids, we look forward to ensuring the school facilities are some of the very best in the area. In addition, new
catering facilities have been created in Sixth Form, the Year 11 Common Room and in the Lower School playground
for pupils. Our existing service areas have been updated and new menus are now available for pupils and colleagues.
These menus provide the traditional favourites, vegetarian options and a taste of different dishes from around the
world, providing an opportunity to experience something new every week.
Finally, I would like to thank our fabulous parents who have given the school
their support throughout and who have supported our community, as we
continue to focus on ensuring our pupils enjoy school, study well in lessons and
have both their personal and academic successes celebrated.
As we start the new term and prepare to welcome new pupils and students
joining the school and Sixth Form, we will have an exciting year ahead of us.
Do have a good weekend.
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Key Dates
2017

Autumn Term
6th September - 27th October
6th Novermber - 21st December
2018

Spring Term
8th January - 9th February
19th February - 23rd March

Summer Term
10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

Parents’ Evenings
Year 7 - 10th January 2018
Year 8 - 19th April 2018
Year 9 - 20th February 2018
Year 10 - 20th March 2018
Year 11 - 5th February 2018
Year 12 - 13th December 2017
Year 13 - 24th October 2017

Training Days
22nd December 2017
9th April 2018
23rd July 2018

Homework

H

omework is set to encourage pupils to be independent learners, to
enable teachers to spot check pupils’ understanding of the topics
covered, to prepare students for tests, assessment & exams and to
enthuse them with the wonders of the subjects we teach. The Homework
setting timetable is linked to the lesson timetable. A timetable for each Year
Group can be found by visiting http://www.woldgate.net/life-at-woldgateschool.html and clicking on “Homework.”

Time Expectations: We would expect that in Lower School each homework
should take a pupil between 20 -30 minutes. In Upper school we would
expect each homework task to take between 30 -45 minutes. In the Sixth
Form we expect students to be spending at least an hour out of lessons for
every hour on their taught timetable. Clearly, when it comes to exam time
preparation and revision it will probably take up more time than this. Exam
weeks for all Year Groups are on the School Calendar. http://www.woldgate.net/school-calendar.html (Click the drop down menu that appears
from ‘Calendar’ on the top of the website.)
Support at School: The ILC is open for pupils to complete their homework
from 8.30 am in the morning, at break & lunchtime and afterschool until
5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 4:30pm Fridays. The Learning Support
Area is open at breaks and lunchtimes for support. There will be afterschool & lunchtimes homework clubs set up during the year. The Sixth Form
have a separate study area in E Block as well as priority seating in the ILC.
Any pupil struggling with a piece of homework should find the teacher who
has set the work in advance of the due date to ask for extra guidance.
Homework may sometimes be challenging – if you find your child is having
to spend longer than the expected time on homework please write a note
to the subject teacher in the pupil planner to confirm that he/she has spent
the expected time on the work but hasn’t been able to complete the full
task. If this is happening regularly then clearly there is a conversation to
be had and a problem to solve. If you are concerned that your child isn’t
having enough work set, or is able to complete everything that is set well
within the expected time allowance again please get in touch with subject
teachers via the planner or contact the Care & Achievement Coordinators.
It’s important that all the work a pupil does is at the appropriate level of
challenge.
You can support your child’s learning by ensuring a quiet place for study,
away from distractions and interruptions. Getting the work done early in
the evening rather than leaving it to the last minute also helps! Making
sure work is completed well in advance of the due dates will help in avoiding a build-up on any one evening. The setting timetable ensures that every
pupil has more than one evening to complete the work before it is due.
This gives pupils the opportunity to develop time-management skill as well
flexibility around their other out-of-school commitments.
If there is anything you feel a Subject Teacher needs to know about the
work done out-of-lessons, please make a note in the Pupil Planner or contact the Care & Achievement Coordinators, Form Tutors or Heads of Care &
Achievement.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 8th September 2017
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

I
M r L S loman

t was a pleasure to welcome our Lower School pupils back to school on Wednesday, as they embark
upon what I am sure will be a fantastic year. Our pupils look incredibly smart in their uniforms, and
carry themselves with an enormous sense of pride and dignity. It was a pleasure too to welcome our
newest pupils in Year 7, as they begin a new chapter in their learning. The start of a new academic year
is a chance to meet up with old friends, begin making new friends, and a chance to reflect and take a
fresh look at themselves and their goals.

Head of Lower School

This year, our new code of conduct is based upon the phrase ‘Reach for the Stars’, and this will become
part of everyday life in school over the coming weeks. At the start of a new year, our pupils have the chance to think
about their ambitions and dreams, and begin to think about how they can achieve them. They can also begin to
think about how others can help them to achieve their potential. I know that this year will be a great year for our
Lower School pupils, as they reach for their own stars, and I and the rest of the staff at Woldgate School are looking
forward to sharing in their successes and achievements.

UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

T

he start of the new academic year is one of those moments you very rarely forget with pupils
arriving in their crisp new uniforms and new equipment or pencil cases being produced from
trendy bags. This year has been no exception, however, I have already experienced lots of staff
wanting to talk to me about how fantastic our Upper School pupils have been in settling in to their
learning.

Clearly our Year 11 pupils have their end of year goals in mind and will soon be thinking about all
the options open to them at the end of Year 11, many of whom are likely to return to our Sixth Form
College. For Year 10 pupils, they are immersing themselves in their chosen option subjects and looking ahead to a busy term. For those parents and carers who were unable to attend in May, we are offering a second
opportunity to attend a ‘Welcome to Upper School’ evening which will be held on Thursday 14th September. Your
child should be bringing home a letter if this applies to them but please contact Mrs Wright directly should you have
any queries.
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

F
M rs K L awson

ollowing a fantastic set of results this summer, it was a real pleasure to welcome our Sixth Form
students on Wednesday morning. I am already impressed by their attitude and approach, and
look forward to supporting them as they continue with their educational endeavours. A Level and
BTEC qualifications are challenging; they are also incredibly valuable to our young people in achieving
their aspirations. Our Year 13 students are now in the final stages of making their decisions about
their chosen post-18 pathway, be that university, apprenticeship or employment.

Head of S ixth Form

Our Year 12s are just embarking on that journey, and I look forward to welcoming parents and students
more formally at our ‘Welcome to KS5 Evening’ on 19th September. I have no doubt that this will be another great
year for our Sixth Form students as they develop into young adults both personally and academically, and I would,
as always. encourage our students to work hard, be the example, have high expectations and be ambitious!
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GCSE ‘17
RESULTS

Y EAR 6 OPEN EV ENING
Thursday 5th October, 2017 | 7pm - 9pm

48% A*- A
82% A*- C
76% A*- C

e q u i va l e n t

of pupils achieved one 9 to 7 grade.

e q u i va l e n t

of pupils achieved a 9 to 4 grade in English.

e q u i va l e n t

of pupils achieved a 9 to 4 grade in Maths.

I

AUDITIONS!

t’s the start of a new school year, which in Performing Arts can mean only one thing… it’s production time again!
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels was launched at the end of the summer term and it’s great to see the pupils already
excited about rehearsing this year’s show. All pupils are welcome to be part of this exciting production and we
encourage anyone who is interested to come along and take part. The first workshop is on Monday 11th September
afterschool in J17 until 5:00pm. It’s crucial that any pupil wanting to take part in this year’s show comes to this
first rehearsal and collects letters, rehearsal schedules and participate in the initial audition rounds. There will
be no individual auditions on Monday
night but all pupils will attend a short
acting, singing and dance workshop.
Any pupil wanting to audition for a
main role must attend the lead role
auditions on Wednesday afternoon
after school in J16. If a pupil needs to
attendance
leave early, we can audition them first
and we aim to have finished auditionday missed every week
ing at 5:15pm. As soon as each pupil
has done their audition, they are free
to leave. The Performing Arts team
school year at
attendance
are really excited to perform this
fantastic show and we know it’s going
whole weeks of lessons
to be a lot of fun in rehearsals. We
look forward to seeing pupils at the
auditions next week!
school years at
attendance

Attendance
90%

=

½

!

1
4

90%

=
MISSED!

5

90%

=

½ school year missed!
Research suggests 17 days missed from school (94% attendance)
equates to a drop of 1 GCSE grade in every subject.
A reduction of two grades if only 90% attendance.
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End of Term Walk 2017
A selection of photos from a proud Woldgate tradition!
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Follow @WoldgatePE

PE Extra-Curricular Timetable

https://twitter.com/woldgatepe
For regular updates from the PE Department.

Lunchtime 12:35 - 1:20
Monday

Fitness Suite

E6

Sports Hall

Open to Year 9 &
Above

PE Detention

Year 7 Rugby

Gym

J17

After School
3:35 - 4:45

Year 10 Dance

Football
(Girls & Boys)

Closed

Dodgeball

Open to Year 9 &
Above

Badminton

Year 9 Dance

Netball
(Years 9 to 11 &
Sixth Form)

Thursday

Open to Year 9 &
Above

Basketball

Year 7 Dance

Netball
(Years 7 & 8)

Friday

Open to Year 9 &
Above

Year 11 Indoor
Football

Year 8 Dance
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Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535
Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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Table Tennis
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

