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Headteacher’s Welcome

busy half-term awaits as we approach the Christmas holidays. Our fabulous production of Dirty
Rotten Scoundrels and the Christmas Service at All Saints Church in Pocklington are both key
highlights of the term. I am also looking forward to a visit by the Archbishop of York on the 15th
December. We also have a number of visits to inspire our pupils in Art, Drama, Geography, History
and Physics, which I’m sure you’ll be able to read about in future newsletters. In addition, the Physical
Education department have a number of matches calendared for our netball and football teams.

M r J B ritton

This week, the term started with our excellent Literacy Week, as pupils undertook a wealth of planned
activities, to raise the profile of reading and writing in school. It has been wonderful to pop into forms
to see pupils enjoying and celebrating the joys of a good book and the written word. I am pleased to see that our
new library is now open and is being used by a large number of pupils to aid their studies and to enjoy reading.
Headteacher

On Thursday, our Year 7 and 8 pupils took part in the Football Association Tournament and I’m looking forward to
hearing how our pupils faired. We are fortunate to have such a committed PE department and such a large number
of fixtures available to our pupils.
Our Year 11 Study Skills evening was attended by a large number of parents and I do hope those who attended
found the evening useful. This event was first introduced last year and provided an opportunity for parents, with
their son or daughter, to examine some of the curriculum content and examination techniques that underpin the
new syllabuses. It also provided, following feedback from parents, an opportunity to help examine how different
techniques can be used to help manage the inevitable pressures that are associated with examinations, and to
ensure that pupils focus on their wellbeing. Parents were overwhelming positive about the Year 11 programme last
year and we do hope our current Year 11 pupils and parents will find the programme equally useful and supportive.
Also this week, the refurbishment programme has continued with phase two and parents will notice over the
following few months the façade of the school being replaced. This work will then progress onto the rear of the
building. I look forward to seeing these works completed, and then the next phase beginning as part of our extensive programme to ensure the school has the very best facilities.
Finally, it was, as always, good to walk around school and visit lessons. School felt very calm and purposeful and
pupils were actively engaged in learning. It is still a wonderful experience to see the wealth of knowledge being
taught across school, as you walk from one department to the next. It is very impressive and I know that the many
potential pupils and parents we’ve shown around the school have left impressed by this too.
Do have a good weekend.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Noticeboard

Key Dates
2017

Autumn Term
6th September - 27th October
6th Novermber - 21st December
2018

Spring Term
8th January - 9th February
19th February - 23rd March

Summer Term
10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

Parents’ Evenings
Year 7 - 10th January 2018
Year 8 - 19th April 2018
Year 9 - 20th February 2018
Year 10 - 20th March 2018
Year 11 - 5th February 2018
Year 12 - 13th December 2017

Training Days
22nd December 2017
9th April 2018
23rd July 2018

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge

Art Trip to Leeds
Year 10 Art and Design
GCSE pupils went to
Leeds on Wednesday 8th November
to gather resources
for their Nature and
Man-Made projects.
The first stage of
the trip involved
visiting
Tropical
World and exploring
the different global
environments.
The
pupils moved from
tropical
climates
to desert climates
taking photographs
and sketching
the
varied
vegetation,
birds, butterflies and
creatures.
We then moved on
to the Leeds City Art
Gallery and the Henry
Moore Institute to
explore the work
of other artists and gather resources that will inspire future work in the
classroom.
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Follow @Woldgate

Finally, we explored the urban environment and gathered photographs and
sketches that will be used in the Man-Made project.

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

Altogether a very busy but productive day in Leeds. Hopefully we will be
seeing the results of the research trip on display around school very soon.
https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

The Art Dept.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 10th November 2017

Issue 110

3

UPPER SCHOOL NEWS
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Peer Mentoring
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

This week I have been delighted to welcome our new Peer Mentors into their roles,
something we have been carefully planning for over the last few months. Mentoring
brings young people together with caring individuals who offer guidance, support and
encouragement.

We consider that a Peer Mentor is a… A Peer Mentor is NOT a…
•

Friend

•

Social worker

•

Companion

•

Parent

•

Person to talk to

•

Super hero

•

Supporter

•

Solution to all problems

•

Advisor

•

Role Model

•

Resource for new ideas and opportunities

As a school, we appreciate that pupils often prefer to confide in their peers rather than in adults as
pupils themselves can be quicker to detect anything concerning or worrying which can then reduce
the impact anything has on individuals. Quite often pupils understand things better from their peer
perspective better than adults and we do know that pupils generally listen to their peers and take
on board their advice. All of our peer mentors have undergone training to ensure that they too have
some support in their roles and know who to go to should they or the pupil they are supporting need
further guidance.
Our peer mentors are initially available each lunchtime from 1pm in B7 and B8 where they can chat
to pupils who may be worried about something, need some help with their homework or even just
want to see a friendly face.
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Year 11 Progress
Interviews
On Tuesday morning all or our Year
11 pupils had an individual meeting
with their tutors, Mrs Geary or Ms
Longstaff to discuss their achievements to date and anything that
might be concerning them as they
head into a very busy few months.
They were able to discuss progress
in each of their subjects and strategies that might help to support
them, whether subject specific or in
more general terms of revision. The
morning enabled them to have quality time with a key member of staff
who will be there to support them
over the remaining months of Year
11.

Year 11 Study Support Evening
On Thursday evening it was lovely to welcome both pupils and their parents to join us for our Year 11 Study Support
Evening. During this evening they were able to attend five different sessions, all designed to provide advice and
guidance to enable our
pupils to feel supported
as they embark on their
revision journey towards
their Mock Exams in January. One of these sessions
focused on effective revision, another on what type
of learner the pupils might
be and the remaining three
sessions focused on providing further information
and guidance on the new
English, Maths and Science
courses. It was fantastic to
see so many parents there,
actively discussing revision
ideas with their children,
then leaving with their
pre-ordered revision guides
and workbooks ready to
make a start. The partnership between parents,
pupils and school is crucial
to ensure our pupils are
confident and successful in
their studies. We value the
support of our parents and
thank them for making this
evening so enjoyable

Friday 10th November 2017
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Sixth Form
College
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OPEN

EVENING

LITE R AC Y

O N :

L I T E R AC Y

W E E K

AC T I V I T I E S

All week, Form groups have been completing Literacy Challenges in Registration. Have a go at one
of the activities they’ve been completing:

Leximabob Challenge
Are YOU the next Shakespeare???
Shakespeare invented around 2,000 words in the English language and
many more phrases that we still use today. According to the BBC, the rise in
social networking sites and general internet usage means that, on average,
a new word is invented EVERY 98 MINUTES! Have a look below at the words
and phrases that William Shakespeare invented. Can you imagine a world
without these things to say?

Common WORDS coined by W.S.
•

accomodation

•

amazement

•

apostrophe

•

assassination

•

bloody

•

bump

•

control

Common PHRASES coined by W.S.
•

all that glitters isn’t gold

•

the be all and end all

•

break the ice

•

catch a cold

•

the clothes make the man

•

disgraceful conduct

•

every dog will have his day

Your task is to create new words (leximabobs – a new word for
new words!) for the currently unnamed ideas below. Have fun,
be creative and enjoy using sounds and ideas to create new
words!

1.

Create a new word for: Something so embarrassing that you cringe thinking of it.

2.

Create a new word for: The sensation that you feel when you need to sneeze.

3.

Create a new word for: A really amazing or useful website that you found or stumbled upon.

4.

Create a new word for: A fashion trend (could be a cool one or one that looks really silly or is overly-copied).

Friday 10th November 2017
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School Absence
A child with 90% attendance is missing the equivalent of:

1/2 day a week 		

4 weeks in a school year or 		

1 whole year over the child’s school life

The Government state that every pupil’s attendance should be at least 95%
The Department for Education research suggests:
At primary school level, where pupils missing up to 2 weeks of school in key stage two are ¼ less likely to achieve
level 5 or above in reading, writing or maths tests than those with no absence.
The impact from missing four weeks a year could equal a whole GCSE grade drop in achievement.
Absence during one school year

Days Absent

Weeks Absent

Number of Lessons Missed

95%

9 days

2 weeks

50 lessons

90%

19 days

4 weeks

100 lessons

85%

29 days

6 weeks

150 lessons

80%

38 days

8 weeks

200 lessons

75%

48 days

10 weeks

250 lessons

70%

57 days

11.5 weeks

290 lessons

65%

67 days

13.5 weeks

340 lessons

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276
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A
Find us on Facebook Badge

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535
Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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Mr S Butcher

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

