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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’



HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Do you feel it? 

The wonder of learning, that spiritual element which can lift our emotions, free our imagination and 
remind us of the beauty of the world around us, is integral to a good education. In a society where we 
seek to measure and quantify, we must be careful that, as well as securing outstanding outcomes, we 
nurture the elements of our education that enlighten our soul and remind us of joy and wonder, born 
of creativity.

So, my question to you is: what does winter mean to you?

In developing our knowledge of the world, we learn about the planet we inhabit, about our world, its seasons 
and why these occur. As we know, our planet rotates; as part of our world wakes to a new day, the rest falls into 
darkness. As the year progresses, the northern or southern axis of our world comes closer to the sun in a cycle that 
brings the warmth of summer to parts of our world, and the chill of winter to others. 

So to comprehend winter, do we merely need to understand why we have different seasons? Is it simply about 
knowing why the days get colder and shorter in winter, or is it also about how we feel, our emotions and what makes 
us human? Does winter awaken all our sorrows and, like leaves on a tree, do memories of summer days fade and fall, 
leaving the branches bare? When surrounded by the darkness of night can we only then truly appreciate the warmth 
and light? In the depth of winter, can our words enlighten, and through our knowledge and understanding, help us 
to communicate and celebrate the joy of a good education?

I believe that nurturing our ability to be creative, to communicate and connect with others, to describe the world 
around us and what makes us human, is an integral part of any good education. To play the violin we need to be 
able to read the music, understand how to play the instrument and be able to listen carefully to bring harmony. 
Ultimately, though, however well we can read the music or play the instrument, the full beauty of an instrument 
played well, comes when our emotions are conveyed through the music we play.

So what does winter mean to you? Is it simply about the rotation of the earth, the axis of the planet, or is it about 
how those winter days make you feel? Are you able to articulate those emotions that lie within? I think a good 
education is about developing our knowledge and understanding, but it is also about enlightening our soul and 
being reminded of the joy and wonder, born of creativity, of being human. 

So on a winter’s morning, I will always think of that famous poem by Thomas Hardy:

I leant upon a coppice gate 
When Frost was spectre-grey, 

 And Winter’s dregs made desolate 
 The weakening eye of day. 

 The tangled bine-stems scored the sky 
 Like strings of broken lyres, 

 And all mankind that haunted nigh 
 Had sought their household fires. 

     The Darkling Thrush

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

The past few weeks have been particularly busy in Lower School.  Lower School 
pupils worked together in their Forms to solve a series of literacy-based 
games and activities as part of ‘Literacy Week’.  The purpose of ‘Literacy 

Week’ is to help pupils of all ages to understand the importance of having excel-
lent literacy skills, and to encourage a love of reading and writing.

At the end of the week, the Forms in each Year Group with the highest scores were 
7KMC, 8VJE and 9SJE. Each Form have been awarded certificates in recognition of 
their effort and achievement.  Of course, they could not have done this without 

your support and I would like to thank parents for ensuring that pupils read regularly at home.  
Regular reading and writing at home as well as in school is essential for developing and extending 
pupils’ literacy skills.

I am particularly please to see how many sports, hobbies and extra-curricular activities our Lower 
School pupils take part in, and we have showcased just a small selection in this issue.  I hope to 
share the amazing achievements of more of Lower School pupils in future issues.  The pupils shown 
here demonstrate tremendous dedication, determination and resilience.  They embody our school 
ethos; that everything we do should be worthy of great merit, character and value.

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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PuPil Profile

My name is Daniel and I am in Year 7.

I swim for Kingston upon Hull Swimming 
Club, and have been there since I was eight 
years old. I am coached six times a week. 
Two of my training sessions are early 
morning. Friday and Saturday mornings 
I get up at 3.45am and start training at 
5.00am in Hull.

I have managed to qualify each of the last 
three years to swim in the Yorkshire Cham-
pionships at Sheffield and Leeds. This 
year I qualified for the ASANER Finals in 
Sunderland. Earlier this year I represented 
my old school in Market Weighton, and 
became the East Riding Champion, and in July I received two commendations at the East Riding 
Annual School Sports Awards ceremony.

I have won more than fifty Gold Medals. I hope to excel at swimming, but I must give my school-
work priority, so I will see what happens in the next year.
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My rookie lifeguard Hobby 
Hello, I’m Evie and the hobby I would like to tell you about is my swimming. Every 
Saturday morning 10:30-11:15 am I go swimming at Driffield swimming pool.  
They type of lesson I have there is Rookie Lifeguard training and have been going 
for about 2-3 years. To become a rookie lifeguard I had to reach grade 7, so I have 
a lot of swimming experience. In rookies you have to swim in your clothes and 
sometimes in shoes and socks. To train you have to perform rescues and timed 
swims, these earn you certificates. There are 40 certificates and I’m aiming to 
achieve all 40. The ultimate goal in the Presidents seal but you must pass seal 1, 

2,3,4,5, total seal and 10 other badges before you can accomplish this ultimate goal. I have passed my Seal 1, 2,3,4,5 
and another badge so I’m well on my way. 

Thank You for reading. 

Evie       

What's a commonym?  A commonyms is group of words that have a common trait in the three 
words/items listed.  For example: the words; A car - A tree - An elephant.. they all have trunks. 
These will make you think!

1. A Ball - A Fish - A Cold

2. A Bell - Mouth - A Shoe

3. A Tug of War - The Nightly News - A Boat   
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