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Have a Very Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
Friday 21st December 2017
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Headteacher’s Welcome

s we approach the end of the year, it feels appropriate to review all of the great teaching,
visits and events, our pupil and Sixth Form students have participated in over the last twelve
months. Trying to summarise a year within a column is largely impossible, as every week seems
to have its highlights and I would struggle to mention every single achievement. To be honest, the
joy of walking around school and seeing outstanding teaching and pupils actively engaged in learning
is always a real highlight of every week. It is fundamental to all we do and I know my colleagues and
myself know this is our first priority.

Headteacher

The year, though, has had many highlights. A year ago we were introducing our new Houses to parents
and pupils and preparing for our first House Enrichment Day. Our Expedition to Malawi was also home safely and we
were celebrating the achievements of our pupils and looking at the wonderful pictures of their expedition. Our Sixth
Form students were, closer to home, also receiving their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards, following their more local
expedition in the Yorkshire Dales.
The ‘9 to 5’ production had been a huge success and would be followed by our traditional Christmas celebration at
All Saints Church in Pocklington. Our pupils were also visiting the Thackray museum, a place I’ve been keen to go to
myself, as the reports from pupils are very positive. At the same time, we were also congratulating Ellie Tippett-Wilson for winning the Mother Tongue Poetry competition that celebrates cultural diversity across our region. The Sixth
Form production, ‘Searching for Souls’, was also a wonderful showcase for our talented Sixth Form students.
As verified results were published in January, we celebrated 5 0% of our pupils achieving an A*-A grade and 75%
achieving grades A*-C in English. Our first House Enrichment Day celebrated the Creative Arts and Thixendale
became the first House to win the House Cup. Some of our pupils were starting to prepare for the next expedition
by heading off for the weekend to explore the Peak District. At home, the Sealed Knott Society were re-enacting the
Civil War on our playing field, by firing canons and muskets.
Following our conversion to become part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, we also received £1.3 million of funding
from the Department of Education and by the end of the year would see an investment in the school totalling over
£2 million. At the same time, we were also cheering on the Tour de Yorkshire Cyclists as they rode past the school.
It was fabulous to see over a thousand Woldgate pupils lining Kilnwick Road and to hear the cheer as the athletes
approached. Our pupils were also preparing their charity stalls to raise money for local causes.
Sporting success in both football, with our pupils playing at Bootham Crescent, and in the North Wolds Gun Club
Schools Trophy, was matched by the brilliance of our artists as they prepared their exhibition. Artists of another
kind led a brilliant Summer Soiree. We enjoyed our Year 11 Prom and Sixth Form Ball, before then ending the year by
heading off into the beautiful Yorkshire Wolds for our school walk.
We started this academic year with stunning Sixth Form results (48% securing an A*-A) and with all of our pupils in
their new uniform (a huge thank you to you), our pupils looked smart and ready to learn. Our Tanzania expedition
had returned and we welcomed our Year 8 pupils back from the visit to Madrid and France in the summer. We also
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Noticeboard
welcomed over 1500 people to our main school Open Evening, and our Sixth
Form Open Evening was the busiest ever.

Key Dates
2017

Autumn Term

We end this busy year celebrating another great production (Dirty Rotten
Scoundrels) and looking forward to our Christmas celebrations at All Saints
Church. It has been another very exciting and busy year for pupils, Sixth Form
students and my colleagues.
I do, therefore, hope you have an enjoyable Christmas and I would like to
wish you and your family the very best for the New Year.

6th September - 27th October
6th Novermber - 21st December
2018

Spring Term
8th January - 9th February
19th February - 23rd March

Summer Term
10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

Parents’ Evenings
Year 7 - 10th January 2018
Year 8 - 19th April 2018
Year 9 - 20th February 2018
Year 10 - 20th March 2018
Year 11 - 5th February 2018
Year 12 - 13th December 2017

Training Days
22nd December 2017
9th April 2018
23rd July 2018
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Photos from the Christmas Concerts and Christmas Services.
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https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 21st December 2017
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

