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M r J B ritton
Headteacher

Headteacher’s Welcome

ur Year 11 pupils, throughout their ‘mock’ examination period, were very mature, hardworking
and focused, as we have come to expect. Sitting a formal examination, even a ‘mock’ for the
first time, is an important experience that allows you not only to become more accustomed to
the process of taking examinations, but also provides an opportunity under examination conditions,
to experience how an examination paper looks in its entirety. The new examinations and content,
introduced by the government, are clearly more demanding, but our pupils are very able and well
prepared by their teachers. These examinations will, I believe, provide a good basis for our pupils to
reflect and plan, as they prepare for their examinations at the end of the academic year.

It was also wonderful this week to see that a large number of pupils are intending to join our Sixth Form College in
September. The popularity of the College is due to the excellent pastoral care and guidance our pupils receive, in
addition to the outstanding results our students have achieved over the last few years. A good test of any subject
or school, is to see how many pupils decide to continue the subject post-16 or remain at the school by joining the
College. I am, therefore, especially pleased to see a record number of pupils deciding to pursue their subjects
post-16 and deciding to join our college to continue their studies at Woldgate.
This week, we have also run meetings for two excellent trips that will be departing this year. The High Adventure
trip and the Berlin trip. Both really do provide an excellent opportunity for our pupils to experience their love of
physical education and history outside of the classroom. We also welcomed parents to our Sixth Form Independent Study Evening and our Welcome to Upper School Evening. I do hope these evenings, that are designed to help
prepare pupils and Sixth Form students for the challenges ahead, were useful to all who attended.
This week, we have also seen the second and third phase of works start at the school. To date, most of the works
to the building have not been visible externally, but as we have started to remove the façade of the building, the
changes are quickly becoming more apparent and I believe, along with our longer term plans, will ensure we have
some of the very best facilities. We have worked hard to minimise any disruption and I know from speaking to
pupils that they are excited by the changes that are occurring around school. Currently the school has received
in excess of £2 million of funding and with continued support from the Department of Education, we are looking
forward to seeing these first phases completed.
Do have a good weekend,

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Key Dates

Headteacher’s
Award

2018

Year 7

Spring Term

Ben Roscoe
Thomas Robinson

8th January - 9th February
19th February - 23rd March

Summer Term

House Ranking

Year 10
Ailie Bryce
Alexa Morley

10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

Parents’ Evenings

1
2
3
4

Year 7 - 10th January 2018
Year 8 - 19th April 2018
Year 9 - 20th February 2018
Year 10 - 20th March 2018
Year 11 - 5th February 2018
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Woldgate Bus Services B1 and H1

22nd December 2017
9th April 2018
23rd July 2018

With effect from Monday 22nd January 2018 the price for the daily B1 and
H1 passes will be increasing to £2.00 per each one-way trip. These are available to purchase from the school office.
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

O

ver the last few weeks, our Year 9 pupils have begun
exploring careers and higher education options during
Citizenship lessons, in preparation for choosing their
GCSE options this term. Many of our pupils already have a
clear idea of what career they would like to do when they are
older; for these pupils, their education and career pathway is
M r L S loman
H
L
S
clearly mapped out and our staff work with them to ensure
they understand what they need to do to realise their ambition. For other pupils with a less clear idea, a range of support is available
both in class and around school to help them think about their options,
narrow their focus and establish goals.
ead of ower chool

Every week, I drop into a range of different lessons to see how our Lower
School pupils are getting on with their learning. It is clear that, in every
lesson, our pupils are developing essential knowledge and skills that will
help them to succeed in future careers. Throughout Years 7, 8 and 9, our
Lower School pupils learn a huge range of different subjects, practice new
skills and develop their understanding of the world they live in. They thrive
on the challenges presented by learning such a rich and varied curriculum,
and it is always rewarding to see our pupils face these challenges with confidence and enthusiasm.
Furthermore, it is fascinating to watch our pupils grow and mature in
self-confidence, understanding and skill over the three years of Lower
School. It is also clearly evident that the understanding, skill and habits
they develop and refine in Lower School has an enormous impact on their
progress and achievement in later years. Each day our Lower School pupils
spend in school is therefore a crucial building block in their future, arming
them with essential knowledge and skills to ensure they succeed within any
career they choose.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Matthew Breare
Year 8: Chloe Dickson
Year 9: James Cameron

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Oliver Holmes
Year 8: Alannah Codling-Reed
Year 9: Olivia Rogers

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Ruby Todd
Year 8: Grace Foster
Year 9: Ryan Wilcock

Form of Week Award
Year 7: 7KSF
Year 8: 8ALS
Year 9: 9TDW
4
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

W

ith mock exams now complete, our Year 11 pupils have been settling back into their normal
classroom routines, hopefully a little wiser and more knowledgeable about what awaits them
later this year. Teachers are busy marking their assessments and the results will be given out
on Thursday 1st February, followed by discussions with their tutors.

Over the course of the week I have had the opportunity to once again call into Year 10 lessons and see
the variety of activities taking place. Whether it be debating current issues, studying poetry, solving
equations or carrying out an experiment with magnesium, pupils are enthusiastic and keen to take
part. Homework is a key part of learning, to consolidate the work completed in lessons and allow for
additional practice of key concepts, something I will be focusing on in the coming weeks, especially in terms of how
parents can support their child at home.
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

Last night, I had the pleasure of meeting Year 9 pupils and parents as we welcome them into Upper School. During
the next few weeks pupils will have the opportunity to hear about our GCSE subjects in their assemblies and attend
our Options Evening at the end of January ahead of making some key decisions towards the end of February. It is
an exciting time for them and both Mrs Wright and myself look forward to supporting them alongside Mr Smith and
their tutors over these crucial few months.

PE Extra-Curricular Timetable
Lunchtime 12:35 - 1:20
Fitness Suite

E6

Monday

Open to Year 9
& Above

PE Detention

Tuesday

Closed

A-Level PE
Support

Wednesday

Open to Year 9
& Above

Thursday

Open to Year 9
& Above

Friday

Open to Year 9
& Above

Friday 19th January 2018

GCSE PE
Revision

Sports Hall

Gym

J17

Netball Courts

Year 10 Dance

Dodgeball

After School
3:35 - 4:45
Rugby
(Yr7 Only)
& Badminton

Table Tennis

Badminton

Year 9 Dance

Basketball

Year 7 Dance

Year 7 Indoor
Football

Year 8 Dance
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Netball

Netball
(Years 9 to 11 &
Sixth Form)
Netball
(Years 7 & 8)
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FUNDRAISING

CONCERT
KATE
KICKS
CANCER
Monday

5th Feb
7:30pm

r Kate Amin
o
f
s
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n
u
f
g
isin
A concert ra
ith cancer.
w
t
h
ig
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r
e
h
f
in support o
Featuring Katie Wood, Livvy Rooks,
Megan Preece, Melanie McCabe,
Forgotten Voices Community Choir,
Woldgate School Choir,
Sam Dunkley and other special guests.

Tickets £10

from pocklingtonartscentre.co.uk
or 01759 301547

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A

s we move further into the new term, it was wonderful to welcome students and parents to our
first Independent Learning Skills evening on Tuesday. A level and BTEC studies are designed
to challenge and stretch students, and the learning skills and strategies that students develop
throughout their time in Sixth Form will ensure they have the skills for lifelong learning, be that in
higher education or progression through their chosen career. Here are some top tips for independent
learning:

M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

1. Motivated to learn
•

You need to take responsibility for your own learning.

•

Set yourself challenging goals.

•

Don’t procrastinate. It is easy
to just talk about working
and easy to put things off.
A motivated learner will
get on and actually do the
work they need to do.

2. Manage your time
•

Actively identify what is important to you in your studies
and prioritise your work.

•

3. Reflect on your learning
•

Balance your studies with your
social life and other interests.

Develop your ability to reflect
on your own progress (and
be honest with yourself
about how you are doing).

•

•

Use your time effectively and
know where the resources
are that you need.

Record how you are developing a wide range of skills.

•

•

Understand how you learn best.

Think about what feedback
you need from your teachers and how to use it.

Our Year 13 students also received their most recent Progress Review this week, making this the ideal time to
reflect on their progress and their learning habits. All students will have a progress meeting with their form tutor
next Tuesday morning, which will be a fantastic opportunity to review how their studies are going and to set some
targets for the coming term.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

Friday 19th January 2018
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Inclusion at Woldgate - B8
There is always a buzz about B8! The brightly coloured chairs and furnishings welcome pupils of
all ages and the atmosphere is at all times inviting. B8 is an area designed to be a safe and warm
environment for pupils to do homework, make new friends and to develop older friendships
through games like
M rs S G eary
H
I
“Connect Four” and
dominoes. There is a
bank of computers which are much in
demand, resources for revision and
drawers which help some with their
organisation. Pupils are always positive about going to B8 at lunchtime:
“We like it because we get help with
homework” “It is always calm” “We
like playing Jenga”. For some older
pupils, B8 is a safe space where they
can get support with problems or just
discuss how their day is going. If you
haven’t found B8 yet, I would really
encourage you to drop in; just make
sure you don’t knock over the Jenga!
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

