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W

oldgate pupil Ruby, Year 7,
has completed a ‘hair raising’ feat in order to raise
funds for Cancer Research UK. Ruby
embarked on her fundraising mission
after her grandmother was diagnosed with cancer. Ruby completed
the Race for Life last July and raised
over £751, but has set herself a
target of £1000. To this end, Ruby
had her 17-inch locks cut off earlier
this month. Her hair is being donated
to the Little Princess Trust which
Friday 26th January 2018

makes wigs for children who suffer
hair loss due to cancer treatment,
alopecia and other illnesses.
Ruby’s mum, Joanna, said, ‘The
family went through a very difficult
time in 2017. Ruby completed the
Race for Life and decided to continue
to raise money for Cancer Research.
She decided to have her blonde hair
cut off in support of her Grandma.
We can only hope that the money
raised by Ruby and others will help
Issue 119

Cancer Research find a cure for this
horrible disease and help eradicate
it. Please support Ruby by donating
on her JustGiving page, every little
helps.’
h t t p s : // w w w . j u s t g i v i n g . c o m /
fundrasing/joannetodd5
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Headteacher’s Welcome

his week, our Year 7 parents attended our Electronic Safety evening with Ms Longstaff to look
at how, as parents, we can keep our children safe online. The evening is part our ‘Outstanding’
E-safety programme.

The NSPCC have revised their guidance to ensure that all electronic devices that connect to the
internet are included. As a school, in line with guidance from several of the social media sites, we
recommend that children in Lower School do not have their own personal online account but use a
M r J B ritton
H
family account. Sites like Snapchat, Instagram, WhatsApp and Facebook tend to be the most popular
amongst children and, worryingly, some of these sites can also report your child’s location. Currently
63% of parents do check their child’s (under 16) phone every week and new parental controls that can be used to
block upsetting or harmful content, control in-app purchases
or manage how long your child spends online, are also now
While three-quarters (76%) of
available.
secondary school children are
eadteacher

Parental controls are software and tools which you can install
on phones or tablets, games consoles or laptops – and even your
home broadband. You can also use them to help block or filter
the content your child sees when searching online. When you’re
out and about, family-friendly public WiFi can also help.

using a smartphone regularly at
home, just over a quarter (29%)
use their phone at school*

1 in 3
children

Parental controls are available to help you to:
•

plan what time of day your child can
go online and how long for

•

stop them from downloading apps they’re too young for

•

manage the content different members
of the family can see.

Lots of mobiles and tablets come with settings that can help
you manage what your child can and can’t see or do online.
When using parental controls, make sure to check things like
location settings and what information your child is sharing with
others. You can get more information about setting up controls
on different devices from the UK Safer Internet Centre and
mobile providers such as O2, Vodafone, Three and EE.

hide websites they’ve been visiting
from parents while 1 in 5 change
the social media safety settings
enforced by their parents**

Online safety’s never
been so important.

3 out of 10
(30%)
secondary school pupils
admit that they regret things
that they have said online†

That’s why we’ve got
information, advice and
support on everything that
matters when it comes to
children’s Internet safety.
Showing you what to do,
and where to go for help.
* Source: Techknowledge research 2015
** Conducted by Childwise on behalf of Internet Matters Ltd
Online survey of 1,001 parents of children aged 7-17 2015
† Source: Techknowledge research 2015

Learn about it/talk about it/deal with it

Your internet provider may offer a free filter so you can control
the content that you and your family see. You’ll need to manually set-up any device connected to your home
broadband. How you do this depends on your provider and you’ll need to access your home router or hub. It’s
really easy and simple to do. You can get guidance from UK Safer Internet Centre and Internetmatters.org on how
to do this or you can give our experts from the O2 & NSPCC helpline a call 0808 800 5002.
Most games consoles are also internet-enabled. Which means your child can go online and chat with

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Noticeboard

Key Dates
2018

House Ranking
Uniform
Shop Closed
until after

Spring Term

Half-Term

8th January - 9th February
19th February - 23rd March

Summer Term
10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

Parents’ Evenings
Year 7 - 10th January 2018
Year 8 - 19th April 2018
Year 9 - 20th February 2018
Year 10 - 20th March 2018
Year 11 - 5th February 2018

Unfortunately we have
had to temporarily
close the uniform
shop and suspend
sales while works to
the front of school
are completed. We
expect the Uniform
Shop to reopen after
the Half-Term break.

Training Days

1
2
3
4
5

Milling
ton D

al e

49913

49334

48904

Warrendale

45382

derdale
Kirby Un

45136

other players or make in-game purchases. As with mobiles and tablets, the
controls on your games console help you to manage what your child can
and can’t do.

9th April 2018
23rd July 2018

Some devices allow you to:
•

set up different profiles for each family member

•

deactivate the internet

•

turn off chat functions to stop your child from talking to strangers.

Finally, setting up filters like Google SafeSearch helps to protect your child
from seeing inappropriate or adult content. Or you could use a childfriendly search engine like Swiggle and Safe Search UK as your default.

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge

CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate

As parents, we speak to our son or daughter about crossing the road,
speaking to strangers, but the plethora of mobile phone and social media
sites also pose a risk if not carefully supervised, as the online world can
arguably pose a greater risk to our children. The NSPCC have produced a
family agreement that parents may find useful in starting those conversations with their children.

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

I do hope some of the guidance may prove helpful and I would recommend
a visit to the NSPCC Online Safety website when you have a few moments.
https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

Do have a good weekend.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 26th January 2018
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

O

ver the last few weeks, our Year 9 pupils have begun
exploring careers and higher education options during
Citizenship lessons, in preparation for choosing their
GCSE options this term. Many of our pupils already have a
clear idea of what career they would like to do when they are
older; for these pupils, their education and career pathway is
M r L S loman
H
L
S
clearly mapped out and our staff work with them to ensure
they understand what they need to do to realise their ambition. For other pupils with a less clear idea, a range of support is available
both in class and around school to help them think about their options,
narrow their focus and establish goals.
ead of ower chool

Every week, I drop into a range of different lessons to see how our Lower
School pupils are getting on with their learning. It is clear that, in every
lesson, our pupils are developing essential knowledge and skills that will
help them to succeed in future careers. Throughout Years 7, 8 and 9, our
Lower School pupils learn a huge range of different subjects, practice new
skills and develop their understanding of the world they live in. They thrive
on the challenges presented by learning such a rich and varied curriculum,
and it is always rewarding to see our pupils face these challenges with confidence and enthusiasm.
Furthermore, it is fascinating to watch our pupils grow and mature in
self-confidence, understanding and skill over the three years of Lower
School. It is also clearly evident that the understanding, skill and habits
they develop and refine in Lower School has an enormous impact on their
progress and achievement in later years. Each day our Lower School pupils
spend in school is therefore a crucial building block in their future, arming
them with essential knowledge and skills to ensure they succeed within any
career they choose.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Matthew Breare
Year 8: Chloe Dickson
Year 9: James Cameron

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Oliver Holmes
Year 8: Alannah Codling-Reed
Year 9: Olivia Rogers

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Ruby Todd
Year 8: Grace Foster
Year 9: Ryan Wilcock

Form of Week Award
Year 7: 7KSF
Year 8: 8ALS
Year 9: 9TDW
4
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environment for kids to talk
Things to cover in conversations

1
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TALK EARLY AND OFTEN

ONLINETHE
REPUTATION
CHOOSE
RIGHT TIME

EXPERT TIPS:

ERT TIPS:

CRITICAL THINKING

???

 Understanding how
online activity creates

 Talk with children
from an early age
to make it easier
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communication

a 'digital footprint’
 Choose
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goodtogether,
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treating
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or during
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would
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into
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posting
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not everything is true
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CHOOSE THE
43RIGHT TIME
OPEN
UP AND
SHARE
TOO
CREATE
A SAFE
SPACE
FOR YOUR CHILD
 Choose to talk when
you are due to spend
 Model
behaviour
some
timethe
together,
likeAsk
open-ended
you
want
them
to
over
a meal
or during
questions
show
by sharing
their
bedtime
routine
about your
day child
 Ensure
that
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 Bring
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listened
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 feels
Be
open
and
into
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everyday
than
corneredto
encouraging
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themstart
feeltalking,
 When
supported
hold
oﬀ with questions
and really listen

 Agreeing digital
boundaries to allow
them freedom to
make informed
decisions

face to face

PERSONAL SAFETY

2
4 Keeping info private

RESOLVING
ONLINE ISSUES
 Tools and strategies to
deal with issues they
may face online such as
cyberbullying or seeing
inappropriate content

CHOOSE
RIGHT
on devicesTIME
and apps
CREATETHE
A SAFE
SPACE
they use
through
FOR YOUR privacy
CHILD
settings
 What a good
social media
proﬁle looks like

 Choose to talk when
 Create
strong
Ask
you
areopen-ended
duefortoevery
spend
passwords
questions
some
time
together,
online account
like
over athat
mealyour
or during
 Ensure
child
their
bedtime
routine
feels
listened
to rather
than
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 Bring
digital
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into
normal,
 When
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start talking,
conversations
hold oﬀ with questions
really listen
BEST OF THE and
NET
Internet
 Be prepared, calm and
patient with them

 Where & how to report
an issue – encouraging
them to speak to an
adult

Matters App

 What they enjoy most
about their favourite
apps or sites

4

 Making them aware
that some people hide
behind fake proﬁles

 The coolest sites
and apps among their
group of friends

 Talking
about things
CREATE A SAFE
SPACE
online you can enjoy
FOR YOUR together
CHILD
and ways to

Download our free
tablet app for a fun way
to start a conversation
about online safety
with your child and
help them make
smart choices online

stay involved in their
digital world

 Ask open-ended
questions
 Ensure that your child
feels listened to rather
than cornered

 When they start,talking,
Attendance
Achievement &
hold oﬀ with questions
and reallyC
listen
Care
o -Ordinators
 Be prepared, calm and
patient with them

 Be prepared, calm and
patient with them

4
CREATE A SAFE SPACE
FOR YOUR CHILD

 Ask open-ended
questions

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Miss J Polledine

 Ensure that your child
feels listened to rather
than cornered

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715

 When they start talking,
hold oﬀ with questions
and really listen
 Be prepared, calm and
patient with them

Friday 26th January 2018
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Top Internet Manners
Teaching manners to children in the digital world is not as easy as "please"
and "thank you". As the online world becomes a bigger part of our everyday
lives, it's important to make sure we all, especially our children learn the
difference between good and bad behaviour online.
To get started, here are some top internet manners that will help both adults
and children make the internet a safer and kinder place to be.

1

Treat others as you
would like to be treated

3

People can’t see your body language,
facial expressions or hear the tone of
your voice online so don’t over-use icons
and punctuation to convey meaning

4

Don’t make a situation worse by
provoking people even more

6

Don’t make fun of
someone in an
online chat

8

Make sure you don’t create a negative
environment in an online world
or game through
name calling

9

Include people in online
games and social forums,
and don’t intentionally
leave people out

Don’t start
rumours

5

7

If you wouldn’t say it to someone
in person, don’t say it online

or spread gossip
about someone
online

Post things that will inspire
and motivate people in a
positive way

10

You can’t retrieve material
once it’s sent or posted
online so if it
might embarrass
you or someone,
don’t put it online

11

Respect other
people’s privacy

Respect other people’s time and bandwidth by
avoiding posting too much information

Helping parents keep
their children safe online.

blah

ah

blah

bl

12
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blah
blah

blah

UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

T
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

oday children rely on modern communication technology such as the Internet, smartphones and
social networking as part of their daily lives. Technology moves very fast and it is difficult to keep
up with what children are using or to even understand it. We have all heard of stories involving
young people online, particularly through the use of social networking sites. This week myself and
Ruth Ibbetson (our Education Welfare Officer and Child Protection Co-ordinator) held an information
evening for Year 7 parents around the topic of E-Safety, to allow discussions, learning about what
children are currently using and how to ensure that we are protecting children from online risks and
dangers. The evening focused on simple things we can all do to protect young people and looked at
ways we can support them as they gain in emotional maturity to deal with online activity.

Of course, the internet can also be a fantastic resource and allow young people to connect, communicate and be
creative in a number of different ways, on a range of devices. Next week, I will be talking to Upper School pupils
about GCSEPod, a resource which embraces the technology factor and allows pupils to access short 3-5 minute long
videos about different topics within their subject areas. Your child will be able to create playlists for their different
subjects and staff will have the facility to set them questions to assess their understanding. This also means that
there is plenty pupils can be doing to support their learning in the classroom and we can reward them for their
efforts.

PE Extra-Curricular Timetable
Lunchtime 12:35 - 1:20
Fitness Suite

E6

Monday

Open to Year 9
& Above

PE Detention

Tuesday

Closed

A-Level PE
Support

Wednesday

Open to Year 9
& Above

Thursday

Open to Year 9
& Above

Friday

Open to Year 9
& Above

Friday 26th January 2018

GCSE PE
Revision

Sports Hall

Gym

J17

Netball Courts

Year 10 Dance

Dodgeball

After School
3:35 - 4:45
Rugby
(Yr7 Only)
& Badminton

Table Tennis

Badminton

Year 9 Dance

Basketball

Year 7 Dance

Year 7 Indoor
Football

Year 8 Dance
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Netball

Netball
(Years 9 to 11 &
Sixth Form)
Netball
(Years 7 & 8)

7

Social
media
top tips
Social networks are a great place
for young people to stay in touch
with friends and demonstrate their
creativity. As a parent, there are
simple things you can do to ensure
your children’s experience is both
safe and fun.

3. Are they sharing
their location
through apps?

Social
media
top tips
1. Are they sharing
inappropriate selfies?

Discuss the reasons why they feel
the need to share such images and
the potential long-term impact this
could have on them if the pictures are
used without their consent.

2. Do you feel they’re
spending too much
time on social?
Talk together so they understand your
concerns. Agree house rules on when
and how long they can go online and
which sites they should visit.

Social networks are a great place
for young people to stay in touch
with friends and demonstrate their
creativity. As a parent, there are
simple things you can do to ensure
your children’s experience is both
4. Have they posted
safe and fun.
too much personal
information?
Talk to them about who they’ve shared
the information with and assess the risk
it poses to your child. You can also ask
your child to remove the information
from their account and help them
understand how to share safely.

Make sure geo-location is disabled
to keep their whereabouts private.
Explain why it’s important that they
never share personal information
with people they don’t know online.

5. Are they chatting
to strangers online?

6. Are they
gaming with
strangers online?

Make sure your child understands that
people may hide behind fake profiles
for dishonest reasons and the person
they’ve been chatting to could easily
be someone with bad intentions.

Playing games can be fun and positive
but ensure your child understands
people may hide behind fake profiles
for dishonest reasons and learn how
to block and report anything offensive.

7. Do they have
hundreds of followers?
Explain that some people may not
be who they say they are and tell your
child how privacy settings can put
them in control of who they talk to.

8. Have they shared
embarrassing images?
Remind your child that these images
are their personal digital footprint for
years to come and advise them to
use settings that only let them share
with friends they know. If they’re
not comfortable wearing it on their
T-shirt, they shouldn’t put it online.

11. Have they been
affected by content
shared online?

Social
media
top tips

9. Are they at risk of
being cyberbullied?

Stay calm, listen without judging and
reassure your child that you can help.
Discuss any action you may take
together. Encourage them not to
retaliate and to save any evidence.

10. Do they know
what they share online
can hurt others?
Talk together about peer pressure and
how screens and anonymity can lead
to behaviour that is hurtful. Remind
them there’s a fine line between
sharing content because it’s funny
or might get lots of ‘likes’ versus the
potential to cause offence or hurt.

Social networks are a great place
for young people to stay in touch
with friends and demonstrate their
Helping parents keep
creativity. As a parent,
there
are
their
children
safe online
simple things you canWe’re
dopassionate
to ensure
about keeping
children safe online and are here to
your children’s experience
istheboth
help you make
right decisions for
you and your family. Our website has
safe and fun.
expert advice, practical tips & tools
and the latest news to help make
your children’s online life fulﬁlling,
fun and above all safe.

Encourage them to think about why
friends may share certain posts.
Show them how to gently challenge
their friends if they find their content
offensive. Remind them they can
always talk to you about things
happening online.

To ﬁnd out more go to
internetmatters.org/social-media

The Arts Academy at Woldgate School is
returning Saturday mornings 9:30 - 12:30
commencing

For

Saturday 27th January.

more information on how to join

please email artsacademy@woldgate.net

Set Up Safe checklist
We’ve designed a simple checklist to give you peace
of mind regarding your child’s safety on the internet.
Set your children’s device up before you give it to them so
you know they’re safe online as soon as they start playing.

Set parental controls
on your broadband to
prevent your children
seeing things they shouldn't

For smart phones
check parental
controls are also
set up on the
mobile network

Get
started

Visit our step-by-step guides to
find out how

Set up the device safely

13

Use the device setting so
you can only download age
appropriate apps and games

Disable location services
so your child doesn't
unintentionally share their
location with others

Set up password control or
disable in-app purchasing
so big bills are not run up
accidentally

Download age appropriate
apps you're happy for your
child to use

Talk about
staying safe
Online
Safety
Guide
Children’s
use of are
the8-10
internet
and
interactive
If your children
years is becoming more mobile
Be aware
of key
issues and
download
our parent
child
how
to discuss
thempeople,
with
offeringold,
young
people
more/opportunities
to interact
and
meet new
Internet Matters app to help you
your children so they know
so it’s talk
never
been
more
important
to make sure youhow
aretohelping
your child
about
e-safety
issues
in an
stay safe online
stay safe in the digital world.Click here to learn about key issues
interactive way.
If your child is using social networking apps check their 44%
profileof
and
privacy
5-15
year

olds

information
15settings,
hoursmaking sure they are not sharing personal or private
have their own tablet
with people they do not know
a week
2x
and
together with
Visit our handy social networking how to guides for checking privacy
settings
44% smartphones
are

Children’s internet use
has reached record highs,
5-15 year olds spend
15 hours a week online

The number of children
with a social media profile
doubles between the age
of 10 and 11. 43% of 11 year
olds have a social profile

Helping parents keep
their children safe online.

10

Get in control
of parental controls

Issue 119

the most popular
for going online.

Managing privacy
settings on apps

www.woldgate.net

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

s we move towards the end of January, our Year 13 students are now preparing for their mock
exams, which take place straight after the half-term break, beginning on Monday 19th February. At this stage in their A level studies, particularly now the majority of qualifications are
linear, mocks are an opportunity for students to test their knowledge and understanding in exam
conditions. This will provide students with a clear picture of where they are now, and what they need
to do in the final weeks and months of their Sixth Form studies, to enable them to achieve their best
possible results. As students continue with their preparations for their mock exams, here are some
top tips for revision:

Give yourself time
“Plan ahead! Print out a calendar, mark important deadlines, exam dates and structure your study.”

Build up your revision stock
“Make revision cards for topics as you go along, so when it comes to revision you have these cards readily available
to test yourself on.”
“After studying a topic within a unit, I complete a quiz on it online. Make a list of what you got wrong so you can
prioritise when going back over it again.”
“Make flashcards that you can revise with if you have a spare five minutes. Brainstorm all of the things you can
remember about it. Then go back through the topic and when you’ve revised it, fill in the bits you missed or got
wrong on the brainstorm.”

Knock your mocks off with past papers
“Practice papers are your best friends. Once you’re familiar with exam techniques, you’ll ace those exams.”
“Past papers, try lots of exam questions! Test what you’ve learnt. Then mark them/get a peer to mark it and make a
list on which areas you still need to review.”

Friday 26th January 2018
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Teaching Assistants at Woldgate

W

e are privileged to have a fantastic group of colleagues working as Teaching Assistants at
Woldgate School. Their commitment to the pupils is evident as they “go the extra mile” daily.
Their support in classrooms helps to make learning accessible to all and throughout the day
they act as mentors giving care and encouragement in all situations. The Teaching Assistants are
M rs S G eary
H
I
skilled at getting the best out of our young people and recognising an individual’s potential; they work
alongside staff to encourage each pupil to develop resilience and to help the pupil to recognise how
they can make progress in that particular subject. Working in different departments ensures that they get a ‘bigger
picture’ of the pupil and especially if they have supported pupils at different stages through their time at school.
ead of nclusion

Woldgate Teaching Assistants are a key asset in the caring and nurturing ethos which is fundamental to Woldgate
School. In recent conversations with pupils, they spoke about how much they appreciated the support given to
them by the Teaching Assistants. Comments include: “She is always there for you if you’re upset.” “In Mentoring
we discuss our problems in lessons and she always comes up with a solution” “They talk us through our learning
and it helps us” “They help me understand the work by reading it out” “If we are stressed about exams, they help
us to realise that there is nothing to worry about” “They are wonderful.”

Congratulations to Mrs E Smart,
50/50 Club Winners!
50/50 Prize Draw
Congratulations go to Mrs E Smart the winner of December’s 50/50 Club Draw.
FoWS would like to thank all who have joined the 50/50 Club. To join costs from
£2 per month payable direct debit to the club for one ticket (each additional ticket is
£2.00, you can buy as many as you wish).
50% of the money raised in is given in prize money and the remaining 50% benefits the whole school.
Anyone over the age of 18 years, connected with the school is eligible to join, if interested use the following link to
the 50/50 club direct debit form and further information.
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http://www.woldgate.net/media/wysiwyg/1510833822_FoWS_50_50_Club_web.pdf

A family of schools
with shared values
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