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A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School & Sixth Form College

NEWSLETTER
‘Everything

you do should be worthy

-

o f g r e at m e r i t , c h a r ac t e r a n d va lu e . ’

Active Kids
Vouchers

THE REICHSTAG BUILDING

Berlin Visit

Yr11 History GCSE Pupils visit Berlin - Mrs Pattison kept a diary.

A

group of 40 Year 11 pupils
enjoyed a great opportunity to
experience a seven days tour
to Berlin.
Throughout the tour, the pupils
made copious notes in their pupil
workbooks (designed to be an invaluable source of information when
revising for their History GCSE exam
this summer), as well as taking lots
of photographs of the many iconic
Friday 26 February 2016
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sights of Berlin.

Can be handed in at Reception
or the PE Office
Vouchers can be exchanged
for sports equipment

Day One
We enjoyed a relatively smooth
overnight ferry crossing from Hull to
Rotterdam.
Day Two
Disembarking at 9.20am local time
we began our nine hour coach
journey to Berlin.

Issue 44

After settling into our hotel accommodation in the city centre, we
walked to the Brandenburg Gate, a
particularly imposing sight when lit
up at night.
Continued on page 4...
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Welcome

Headteacher’s Welcome
I am thoroughly looking forward to this term and the many
extra-curricula opportunities available to our pupils, including Numeracy Week and our upcoming Careers week to
name but two.
The Numeracy Week provides a combination of mental athematic, logic puzzles, understanding shapes and everyday
Mr J Britton
mathematics. With every form from Year 7 to Year 11 particH
ipating each morning and new exciting challenges each day,
it should make a fun start to the day and remind all our pupils of the importance of numeracy. We will also be including some of the challenges in
our newsletter, so you can join in the challenge at home with your son or
daughter.
eadteacher

Key Dates
Spring Term
22nd February to 24th March 2016

Summer Term
11th April - 27th May 2016

Information advice and guidance, is also an important part of the school
curriculum in helping our young people to make important decisions about
careers, higher education and apprenticeships. Our programme, led by the
Careers Coordinator, Mr Barrett, involves the whole school community:
pupils, parents, staff and business people, will be inspected this term
as part of our application to be awarded the Gold Standard. The criteria
are extensive, but we believe it is important that we continue to ensure
in all aspects of our provision, that we seek external verification of our
programme to be confidentent that we are providing the very best experience for your son or daughter.

6th June - 22nd July 2016

Staff Training
Days
25th & 26th July 2016

The main aim of the programme is to ensure that all learners have the
full range of information available to help them make informed decisions
about their future.
Pupils and students are entitled to careers education and guidance that
is impartial and confidential. At the very best schools, however, it will be
integrated into the students’ experience of the whole curriculum from
Year 7 to Year 13, raising aspirations, challenge stereotyping, promoting
equality and ensuring that our young people have sufficient information
to make informed decisions about their future. In addition to the timetabled lessons that form part of our careers programme, there are a number
of additional opportunities presented to pupils and students over the
course of the year. These include one to one interviews, enrichment days
and talks and workshops from local Higher Education providers, as well as
local and national employers.
We will also be participating in National Careers Week this year. Throughout the week there will be events during registration and time tabled slots
to raise the awareness of careers-related issues. The highlight of the week
last year was having Year 11 students given a mock interview by a local
employer. I know from speaking to pupils how valuable they found the
experience and am confident that those involved this year will also have a
positive and informative experience.

Internal Exam Weeks
w/c

Year 7
13th June 2016

w/c

Year 8
6th June 2016

w/c

Year 9
23rd May 2016

w/c

Year 10
27th June 2016

Do have a good weekend.

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge

CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate
https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateCollege/
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Noticeboard

Numeracy Week
Are you up to the challenge?

Here are some examples of the numeracy activities we have been completing
in form time this week, with a few extra thrown in for good measure! How
many can you complete?
Everyday Maths
1. How many days in the last 6 months of the year?
2. If 8 miles is 12800m, how many metres are in one mile?
Mental Maths (without a calculator!)

Active Kids
Vouchers

W

e are currently collecting
Sainsbury's Active Kids
vouchers which can be
exchanged for sports equipment
ready for the new school year
beginning in September.
The
more we collect, the better equipment we can get, so if you do your
shopping at Sainsbury's, please
remember to collect them and
send them in with your child.

3. 27p + 8p + 56p + 39p = £
Vouchers can be put in the box
in the main reception area, or
handed directly to staff in the PE
office in E block.

4. 8 x 19 =
5. 40% of 25 =
Logic puzzles

Many thanks,

6. My house is the 6th house from the north end of the road and the 5th
house from the south end of the road. How many houses are on my side
of the road?

Woldgate PE Department

7. How can you remove 4 letters from the word invite to leave 6? INVITE
8. What is the next letter in this sequence?
OTT FFSS
Just for fun!
9. A train is 1km in length. It is travelling at 60km/hr. It enters a tunnel
which is 1km in length. How long will it take for the whole train to pass
through the tunnel?
10. Shannon takes all of her money out of her bank. She spends 75% of it on
a new phone. She then spends 75% of the remaining money on books.
Of the remaining money, she spends 75% on a game. She is left with £2
which she spends on sweets. How much money did she take out of her
bank?

Uniform & Rewards Consultation

Consultation
will close on
1st March

This term we will be finalising the plans for both our new school uniform and our new
rewards system following our consultation with parents. If you do have an opportunity to
complete either of the online consultations, we would be very grateful.
Mr Britton personally read the feedback with great care over the half-term holiday and would like to thank those
who have already contributed. The results of both consultations will be presented to the Governing Body of the
school for consideration alongside recommendations from both pupils and staff. We therefore hope to be able to
share the outcomes from both consultations with parents in the next few weeks.
The following links will provide an opportunity to contribute to either consultation, or both:
Rewards: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WoldgateRewards
Uniform: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WoldgateUniform2
If you do have a moment, your views would be much appreciated.
Friday 26 February 2016
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Berlin Visit
We learned that Hitler used the
Brandenburg Gate for propaganda
purposes to associate himself with
past glories, particularly the Prussian
period of expansion and military
strength. A short tour round the
Soviet Memorial completed our day.
Day Three
The day began with a visit to a former
SA prison, and we learnt a great deal
from our guide Lena Eggers about
the plight of the political prisoners
held there. It seemed such an irony
that the Wash Room, supposed to
be used for cleansing, was more
frequently used for torture.
Reflecting on all we had seen, it was
back onto the coach for a guided tour
of Sachsenhausen Concentration
Camp built in 1936, where we split
into smaller groups. As we stood out
in the freezing wind and driving rain
in the very place where the inmates
had often stood for hours at roll call,
it really brought it home to us all,
how lucky we all were to be free, and
to be wearing warm clothing in such
conditions, unlike the poor souls who
were imprisoned here.
In the evening we split into two
groups and had a guided 90-minute
tour of the Reichstag. Our group
were shown the original tunnel
where the infamous Reichstag fire
began, allowing Hitler to persuade
President Hindenburg of Germany to
pass emergency laws, removing civil
rights and beginning the descent into

dictatorship.
It was a real
privilege
to
be allowed to
enter into the
inner sanctum
of such an iconic
building. Everyone particularly
enjoyed a bit
of free time
to explore the
Dome
before
returning to our
accommodation.
Day Four

the Nazis.

The day began with a visit to the Holocaust Memorial and Resistance. You
couldn’t help but be moved by the
harrowing diary entries written by
desperate Jewish people, preserved
forever in this most informative
Underground Information Centre.
Audio archive as well as photos and
information helped you to empathise
with the plight of Jewish families.
We walked to a nearby children’s
park, and were informed that this
was the site of Hitler’s Bunker, on
the corner of Wilhelmstrasse and
Vossstrasse, before moving on to
the memorial to the Sinti. Here was
a little haven of peace and calm dedicated to all European Sinti and Roma
(travellers) who suffered greatly as
victims of the Nazi persecution genocide. As we stood by the reflection
pool, a respectful silence was maintained by all as we reflected on the
fate of these minority groups who
were classed as “untermensch” by

Our final visit of the day was to the
grand Wannsee Villa, where we were
given a most informative tour by
guide Tillman Muller-Kuckelberg,
who also sat us all round the very
table where on 20 January 1942, 15
high ranking representatives of the
SS and NSDAP and various ministries
met for an hour and a half to discuss
their cooperation in the planned
deportation and murder of the European Jews. The “Final Solution” was
certainly brought home to us, sending shivers down the spine.
After taking in so much information, we enjoyed an evening visit to
the TV Tower-Berliner Fernsehturm
Alexanderplatz. Whizzing up the
dizzy heights of the Tower, we were
rewarded with a breath taking view
of Berlin from the panoramic floor
level.
Day Five
The morning sunshine was most
welcome as we began the day with
a guided coach tour of Berlin. Our
charismatic guide JJ O’Leary’s enthusiasm was infectious as we took in
the many sights of Berlin. A particularly poignant moment was when we
all stood around the Book Burning
Memorial in Babel Platz, where the
designer had taken into account that
clouds reflecting on the glass (casing
empty white shelves underground),
would symbolise the smoke of the
burning books.
We then spent some time looking
round The Story of Berlin Museum,
where pupils wrote down lots of
answers to the prepared questions in
their booklets. We were all fascinated

4
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We are now introducing a new set of menus, these can be accessed using
our website; select the ‘Parents’ tab followed by ‘Catering’ and ‘Three Week
Menus’.

2

0
Sweets

10

10

Remove the first 2 and last 2 letters to
leave VI (6 in Roman numerals)

E for eight

5.

6.

7.

8.

2

8

6
8

152
4.

Game

24
32

32
Phone
96
128

£1.30
3.

Books

on

75%

Spent

Total
(£)

Leaving
(£)

Shannon withdrew £128 from her bank.
1600 m
2.

10.

2 minutes
Are you up to the challenge answers?

To help support your child in eating healthily you can now access information about what pupils and students are eating each day. This is done via the
online payment system. If you do not already have an account then setting
one up is very easy to do; firstly you will need an ‘online link code’ please
email finance@woldgate.eriding.net and we will email the code to you.
Once received simply access the school website at www.woldgate.net, click
on the ‘online payments’ button and select ‘Register as a new user’; helpful
‘Quick reference guides’ are available from this screen. However, should you
have any difficulties with setting up or using your account, please telephone
the finance office and we will talk you through the process.

9.

I have recently spent some time, in the dining hall during lunch service,
speaking to pupils about their experiences of using the cashless system; all
but one responses were very positive; pupils and students like the speed
at which they can pay at the till, not having to wait for change to be given;
not having to remember to bring cash each day was also a very common
response, those using the fingertip recognition system are very impressed
by how easy the process is and like not having to remember their PINs. The
only negative response received was from a pupil who did not like the fact
that they no longer bring cash (this particular pupil’s parent’s pay online),
the reason given was their inability to spend their lunch allowance on sweets
during their journey to and from school!

84

I would like to thank pupils, students and parents for their patience during
the first few weeks of our cashless catering service. We appreciate some of
the younger children find change very challenging, however, the majority
have coped extremely well with the new system showing us just how adaptable they all are.

1.

Cashless catering update

Please Share

I

f you would like to share pupils’
achievements in the community
with us, then please feel free to
email Mr Ben Wall at:
ben.wall@woldgate.eriding.net

Terrie Bixby
too, by an unexpected visit down into
a Nuclear Bunker (which, fortunately,
was never used ).
Our final visit that day was an Underground Bunker Tour where we split
into two groups. Oleg, our guide, was
very passionate about his subject,
and we all got a unique insight into
what life would have been like for
the ordinary Berlin citizens. I think
for many of us, it was one of the highlights of the trip.
After taking in so much information,
an evening’s bowling at Berolina
Bowling Lounge was enjoyed with
zeal, bringing out the competitive
streak in both pupils and staff!

Friday 26 February 2016
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Day Six
After a nine-hour journey back to
Rotterdam, we checked into the
terminal, and settled into our cabins,
and were soon on our way home.
Unfortunately, the crossing was very
rough, and for some, was not the
most pleasant night they had ever
passed!
Day Seven
However, all’s well that ends well,
and after arriving safely at Hull at
8.30am, we were back at Woldgate
by 9.30am. Many thanks to Mr
Barrett, who put an enormous
amount of time, effort and energy
into organising this special seven
days tour to Berlin, giving so
many Year 11 pupils a valuable,
and unforgettable insight and
understanding of the
impact of the Nazis in
Berlin and Germany.
5

Lower School

Mr Sloman Writes:

T

his week is Numeracy Week, a special week in our school
year when pupils take part in numeracy-based competitions and challenges in order to highlight the central
importance of these skills in their learning and everyday life.
Pupils will work together in their forms to solve a series of
numeracy puzzles and challenges during form registration
each day, and the winning form in each year group at the
Mr L Sloman
end of the week will win a prize. Furthermore, throughout all
H
L
S
their lessons this week, pupils will use their numeracy skills
as part of their wider learning. This emphasis that we place
upon on our pupil’s wider learning and experience is what makes Woldgate
School so special.
ead of

ower

chool

School trips also provide pupils will invaluable opportunities to develop
their understanding of the world and skills, beyond individual subjects.
Last week I was fortunate enough to join some of our GCSE History pupils
on their trip to Berlin. Our pupils had a fantastic experience; whilst learning about the history of the city, they also learnt about German culture
and even began speaking German! Our Year 7 pupils also have a trip to
Manchester Sports City in the next few weeks and I am sure they too will
learn far more than they expect. Extra-curricular events and opportunities
like Numeracy Week and trips therefore help teach pupils that knowledge,
skills and understanding cross all subjects and can be learnt and used in all
areas of life.

Key Dates
S

p r i n g

T

e r m

2016

Year 7
11th, 16th & 17th March
Geography Fieldwork
Trip to Manchester

Year 8
24th March
Civil War Re-enactment Event

Year 9
3rd March
KS4 Application Deadline
17th March
Dove Health Campaign

Number Day
Woldgate’s Maths department recently took park in the NSPCC’s Number
Day fundraising celebration. Year 7, 8 and 9 had lots of fun playing Mathematical bingo and thanks to their generosity we managed to double our
target and raise £200.10. The money will go to the NSPCC and help them
in their work with vulnerable young people in difficult circumstances and
in the running of Childline, the UK’s free, confidential 24-hour helpline and
online service for children and young people. We believe it is a very worthy
cause, and are so happy that our pupils agreed!
The Maths department would like to say an enormous “Thank you!” to all
the pupils who took part. We are very proud of the generosity shown by
the Woldgate community. You can find out more about the NSPCC’s work
at nspcc.org.uk

Yr9 Rugby through to the next round!
Mrs Geary writes:

T

he sun setting over Nestle’s factory in York on a freezing cold Tuesday night was the perfect back drop to
an impressive performance of Yr 9 Rugby players. Unusually, they were putting their skills to the test in the
League code of Rugby on York St John’s artificial pitches instead of Rugby Union.

The team played in a tournament of three, twelve minute matches against Milthorpe, Brayton and Selby High and
only conceded one try in all three games.
Woldgate played as a team; their defence on the line was superb and tackling across the field showed commitment
and courage. Woldgate moved the ball at pace and stretched their opponents across the field, often switching play
and when the opportunity occurred, bringing their wings into the game to score tries in the corner. An impressive
feature was the ability to run straight at the defence and a number of tries were scored by individual runs set up
by supportive moves by the rest of the squad. The boys are now through to the next round, here’s hoping
that they have all recovered from injury by the next game! A big thank you to Mr Clarke and DJ Ollie for
their coaching.
6
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Upper School

Key Dates
S

p r i n g

T

e r m

Ms Longstaff Writes:

T

his week has seen a productive start back for our Upper
School pupils who have all settled back into their
lessons with purpose and enthusiasm, full of stories
about what they’ve been up to in their half term break.

2016

Year 10
14th March
Injections

It was a great atmosphere in our Café area on Monday after
school as our ‘Skills for Learning’ sessions got underway
Ms A Longstaff
with some of our Year 11 pupils. After having some very
H
U
S
delicious cake (thanks to Mr Helbrow) and juice, pupils went
off to work in their small groups with a senior member of
staff. Over the next few weeks they will look at different learning styles,
revision skills and how to keep themselves motivated in the preparation
for their GCSE exams in the summer.
ead of

17th March
Employer Q&A

Year 11
29th February
Functional English Exams Level 1&2
(for pupils absent in January)

pper

chool

In the meantime, Year 10 pupils are busy thinking ahead and enjoying business talks on the one hand whilst thinking about themes for their end of
Year 11 Prom on the other. They have some great ideas and are already
thinking about the fundraising – well done to all so far!

1st March
Functional Maths Exam
(for pupils absent in January)
14th March
Injections
23rd March
GCSE Drama Moderation

Key Dates
S

p r i n g

T

e r m

2016

Exams
10th March
Results Day

Football Fixtures
9th March
Woldgate vs Malton School
1400 K.O. AWAY
16th March
Woldgate vs Elliot Hudson College
1400 K.O. AWAY

Friday 26 February 2016
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Mrs Lawson Writes:

W

oldgate Sixth Form students are incredibly
motivated, determined and independent. I was
delighted when three of our Year 12 students
recently put themselves forward for the Rotary Youth
Leadership Awards. All three students were interviewed
by members of the Rotary Club and the standard from all
students was extremely high. However,
Mrs K Lawson
only one student could be
H
S
F
selected and I am very proud
to say that Beth Durrant-Walker will be
participating in the award this year.
ead of

ixth

orm

Mock
Exams

The Rotary Youth Leadership Award
is an experiential learning course and
This week our Year 12 and
awardees undertake a series of indoor
13 students have been sitting
and outdoor problem solving tasks
their mock exams and will
with other young people from across
receive their results on
the country and a Rotarian mentor. All
Thursday 10th March.
of the activities are geared towards developing leadership skills, enabling the young
people involved to grow in confidence and
their ability to lead a team. Participants also complete
a ‘Service above Self’ challenge where the young people put
something back into society by way of helping others.
Issue 44
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Free School Meals
•

Parents, Carers,
Did you know that if you are eligible,
just registering your child for Free
School Meals means that your child
can receive additional educational
support funded by the Department
of Education. The funding given to
the school, as well as providing a
Free School Meal, is also used to
help pupils learn and do their very
best.

•
•
•

How does it work?
First, check if you qualify – please
look at the list below, you can register your child for Free School Meals
if you receive any of the following
benefits:

Child Tax Credit (but NOT
receiving Working Tax
Credit) –provided your annual
income, assessed by the
Inland Revenue, does not
exceed £16,190 (Please note:
this amount is subject to
change in April every year)
Employment Support
Allowance (Income Related)
Guarantee Element of
State Pension Credit
Support under Part VI
of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999

•

They will need
information:
•
•
•
•

If you meet the criteria, there are
several methods of applying for
Free School Meals for your child and
these are shown below.

•

Job Seekers Allowance
(Income Based)
• Income Support
• Universal Credit

•

Complete the online Free
School Meals application
form which can be found
at this web address: http://
www2.eastriding.gov.uk/
learning/schools-collegesand-academies/school-

meals/free-school-meals/
Telephone the East Riding
of Yorkshire Council on
(01482) 394799.

•

the

following

Your name
Your date of birth
National Insurance Number
(or registered asylum
seekers number)
Child's details – Name,
date of birth and school
The benefits section will make
automated checks to confirm
your entitlement and tell you
immediately if you qualify.

If you want your child to have a free,
healthy meal at lunchtime that’s
great! They will get the free meal
and Woldgate will receive £935
extra to assist your child’s progress.

Sports Clubs - Spring Term
Lunchtimes
12.35-1.20pm
Sports Hall

Monday

Yr9 & Above

Tuesday

Closed

Wednesday

Yr9 & Above

Thursday

Closed

Yr10 GCSE
Trampolining

Friday

Yr9 & Above

Yr10 GCSE
Trampolining

J17

E6
D of E Silver & Bronze
Yr9 - Yr11 Netball

Yr8 & Yr9 Dance

Trampolining
(See Kandy Sissons)

Badminton
Yr7 Dance
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Follow @Woldgate

Yr11 GCSE Revision

RT

Woldgate School & Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Yr11 GCSE Revision
Yr7 & Yr8 Netball
Yr10 & Yr11 Badminton

IP

Fitness Suite

After School
3.35-4.45pm
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with shared values
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