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A Lead Computing School

O

ur world is digital, an understanding of Computer Science enables our pupils to make informed choices in
their digital world. This is important for all our children, not just those who will become the software engineers of the future. Computing at School who have awarded us the status are part of the Chartered Institute
for IT, and will work in partnership with our school and industry partners, including Microsoft and Google, to share
best practice across the region. Since the autumn of 2014 computing has been a statutory subject for all children in
England from the age of five through to the age of sixteen. Computer science is at the heart of the new computing
curriculum, and for all schools a new and intellectually challenging academic discipline. We believe, with our new
status, Woldgate School is uniquely positioned with its new educational and industry partners to continue leading
in Computer Science and to work with other schools to ensure Computer Science is delivered to the same high
standard in every school.
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Headteacher’s Welcome

s the days start to become longer and our annual ‘Kick start’ sessions begin for our Year 11
pupils, there is only nine school weeks before the start of external examinations. These after
school sessions are targeted at those pupils we believe, with additional support and guidance,
have the potential to achieve their targets. This programme is tailored to the needs of the individual,
with sessions on raising aspiration and other specific subject lessons in Maths, English and Science,
to provide additional tuition. In addition, Ms Longstaff is planning to map all of the sessions that will
be offered by departments prior to the examinations, so parents and teaching staff, can work collecM r J B ritton
H
tively to support our children in selecting the best ‘booster’ sessions to attend prior to taking their
examinations. This year, we will also be running a weekend away for pupils who would benefit from a
more intensive programme with specialist teachers.
eadteacher

Our programme is tailored to every pupil and over the last few weeks we have reviewed the progress of every pupil in
Year 11 to ensure their needs are being met. In recent meetings with Heads of Department, a similar process allowed
colleagues to identify, within each subject area, the support that is required to ensure our pupils reached their full
potential. I am also confident that my colleagues, within their classrooms, are also reviewing how well each child in
their care is doing and will be considering the next steps very carefully.
Throughout all of this process my one impression, when speaking to Heads of Department or Senior Leaders within
the school, is how well they know each and every pupil in their care. As a school it is our mantra and one that is very
evident as colleagues can speak at length, not only about how well a child is doing within their studies, but also about
their strengths, barriers to making progress and also in great detail about their interests and future aspirations. It is the
benefit of being a small school, with small year groups and small classes. In building those professional relationships my
colleagues develop a greater understanding of the needs of each and every pupil.
We have seen strong outcomes for our pupils, the school has over the last few years received its national ‘top 100’
status, being identified as achieving ‘outstanding outcomes’ and our success has been shared in parliament. Ultimately
though, for me, it’s about each and every pupil, not the external recognition. In achieving their grades, our pupil’s
opportunities for further study and employment are enhanced. The future is theirs to own and their aspirations in their
chosen fields of study or in a career can be assured.
Finally, just a reminder to our Year 9 parents that if you would like any additional guidance, following the submission of
your Option Form on Thursday, with regard to your son or daughters option choices, then please do contact Mr Butcher
who will happily liaise with colleagues to resolve any queries. The option process is important and as the next stage of
the process starts, it is important both pupils and parents are comfortable with the choices they are making.
Do have a good weekend,

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Key Dates

Headteacher’s
Award

2018

Year 7

Spring Term

Gabriella L awton
Adam Doherty

8th January - 9th February
19th February - 23rd March

Year 8

Summer Term

Dan Coulson
Chloe R ackham

10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

Year 9

Parents’ Evenings

Harry Guy
Charlotte Keith

Year 8 - 19th April 2018
Year 10 - 20th March 2018
Year 11 - 5th February 2018

Year 10

Training Days

Genevieve Fisher
Lydia Adrian

Year 11

9th April 2018
23rd July 2018
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It is with great regret that we had to close the school on Wednesday
and Thursday. We are very conscious that our decision to close
the school impacts upon your family and work. Every morning at
4:30am, colleagues have been out and about driving the normal
bus routes. Due to heavy snow drifts, the roads were unsafe for
school buses, most were only just passable by car. We are still
working to clear the school site. Once again, our apologies and
thank you for your support – it is very much appreciated.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 1st March 2018
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

T

his week is Numeracy Week, a special week in our school
year when pupils take part in numeracy-based competitions and challenges in order to highlight the central
importance of these skills in their learning and everyday life.
Pupils will work together in their forms to solve a series of
numeracy puzzles and challenges during form registration
M r L S loman
H
L
S
each day, and the winning form in each year group at the end
of the week will win a prize. Furthermore, throughout all their
lessons this week, pupils will use their numeracy skills as part of their wider
learning. This emphasis that we place upon on our pupil’s wider learning and
experience is what makes Woldgate School so special.
ead of ower chool

School visits also provide pupils will invaluable opportunities to develop
their understanding of the numeracy, beyond individual subjects. Over the
last few weeks, History, Geography and Science Ambassadors have been
working with staff from Burnby Hall Gardens to develop a display of artefacts in school. The Subject Ambassadors, who range from Year 7 up to Year
11, have been researching the history and wildlife of the gardens, as well
as the wide range of places visited by the garden’s creator, Major Stewart,
during his lifetime. We are planning a visit to the Gardens later in the term,
during which the Ambassadors will select artefacts for display back at Woldgate School.
Extra-curricular events and opportunities like Numeracy Week and projects
therefore help teach pupils that knowledge, skills and understanding across
all subjects and can be learnt and used in all areas of life. I hope our pupils
enjoyed Numeracy Week and congratulations to the winning forms.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Madison Hooker
Year 8: Claire Farmery
Year 9: James Cousins

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Luci Dempster
Year 8: Harvey Morrison
Year 9: Oliver Hudson

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Thomas Robinson
Year 8: Bonnie Mclean
Year 9: Jasmine Reading

Form of Week Award
Year 7: 7KSF
Year 8: 8HLR
Year 9: 9NBR
4
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Ms Longstaff Writes:

O
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

n Monday we had the first of four ‘Kickstart’ after school sessions for selected Year 11 pupils.
Eleven of our senior members of staff are working with very small groups of pupils to focus on
refining revision skills that can be applied over the next few weeks. The sessions are designed
to foster a positive work ethic, ensure effective time management skills are in place whilst receiving
intensive support from staff. As pupils and staff met in the Dining Hall at the end of school, there
was a fantastic atmosphere with pupils full of enthusiasm about what was to come. Expectations
for engagement are high and with only ten weeks until the main GCSE exams begin, pupils are now
planning their final revision. Since Monday, I have had a number of pupils stop to talk to me saying how
much they had enjoyed their first session and were looking forward to the next.

This week has also been Numeracy Week for all pupils, a special week in our school year when pupils take part in
numeracy based activities to highlight the importance of these skills, not only in their learning, but also in everyday
life. Pupils have worked together to solve a number of challenges during their Registration time each day and certificates will be issued to the winning forms in each year group. In addition, pupils have had a focus on numeracy skills
throughout their lessons and assemblies as part of their wider learning.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs J Pollendine

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715
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The Great
Woldgate Family

QUIZ
friday 16th March 2018
7:00pm start
Woldgate School

Form a team of up to eight and have
a fun family night raising funds
for the friends of woldgate.

TICKETS £3

Live musical entertainment
Raffle prizes to be won
Refreshments available
Organised by
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Tickets from Woldgate Reception
Call 01759 302395 (press 8)

Are you up to the challenge?
Designed by freepik.com

Of great merit, character and value

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

s the mock exams draw to a close, our Year 13 students are looking ahead to their final exams,
which will begin in May. As our young people approach this period it is important for them to
reflect on their progress so far and develop a clear action plan for the remainder of their Sixth
Form studies. As well as a structured revision programme, students may find it useful to access the
additional support available to them across their subject areas. Many subjects offer lunchtime or after
school support sessions, and all of our A level and BTEC subject teachers are happy to provide help to
students with exam technique, study skills or practice questions.

In addition, we will be offering workshops to all Sixth Form students (Year 12 and Year 13) on mindfulness and meditation, to support positive mental health and ensure our young people have strategies they can
employ if they do feel under stress or pressure during this busy period. These sessions will take place on a Monday
or Tuesday lunchtime starting from next week and full details will be available via students’ form tutors and posters
in the Sixth Form area.
Sixth Form is a time for our students to grow personally as well as academically, and we are always looking for
ways we can further our links with the local community and facilitate interesting projects that will enable our Sixth
Formers to develop their ‘soft’ skills. We are very pleased that a number of Year 12 students are going to be working
with Pocklington Lions on a film-making project to raise awareness of the Message in a Bottle scheme. This promises to be a fantastic project as well as an opportunity to give back to the local community.
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This is to certify that

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
has achieved the national quality award
for its careers education, information, advice
and guidance provision.
The award is for a period of 3 years, expiring
on 19 May 2019

Lord Haskins
Chairman, Humber Local Enterprise Partnership
Awarded on 19 May 2016 by Humber Local Enterprise
Partnership
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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as a Licensed Awarding Body for the National Quality in
Careers Standard

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

