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Year 8 Rugby Crowned
East Yorkshire Champions

A

fter qualifying for the East Yorkshire Schools Rugby Finals
day back in November the Year 8 Rugby team headed to
Driffield well rested. There were no signs of rust however
as they dominated the tournament from the beginning to become
the East Yorkshire Schools Champions. In their three games
Woldgate scored 20 tries only conceding 3, with Captain Alvis
leading the scoring.
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Woldgate 30 - St Marys 5
Woldgate 35 - Ryedale 15
Woldgate 35 - Beverley Grammar 0
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A
M r J B ritton
Headteacher

Headteacher’s Welcome

fter a very busy and productive term Easter awaits. It was wonderful to see our Year 10 Parents
on Tuesday and to hear the positive feedback with regard to the new pupil report we have
produced, which ensures that parents are fully informed about the progress of their son or
daughter. We have worked hard to try and make sure that the information, with regard to academic
achievement, is clearly communicated and the progress made over the period of the GCSE qualification is easy to judge. In addition, I also hope the wealth of information on the subject content
being taught and the rewards received throughout the year, provides a broader picture of your child’s
education.

I would also like to thank pupils, parents and colleagues who have attended and led the ‘Kick-start’ sessions this
half-term. I know from speaking to pupils and staff that the sessions have helped in providing additional tuition in
Maths, Science and English, where pupils needed the additional support. The sessions on basic revision and transition to higher education have also provided additional support and guidance where required. Further sessions will
be published by our Head of Upper School, Ms Longstaff, at the start of the next term.
In addition, our Year 8 pupils have been working closely with Burnby Hall Gardens over the last term and I am very
much looking forward to their project coming to a conclusion. The work has used the exhibits at the Stewart Museum
and involves pupils ultimately creating a permanent display within school for all to enjoy. The Stewart Museum is
primarily dedicated to the travels of Major Percy Stewart and the eight World Tours he undertook between 1906
and 1926. Often accompanied by his wife Katharine, Percy visited every continent, explored remote regions and
collected a remarkable range of cultural and religious exhibits. Several of these have been recognised by UNESCO
as of national and international importance. I look forward to sharing the pupils’ work in a future newsletter.
Finally, our A Level students visited a production of ‘Kneehigh’ at the West Yorkshire Playhouse as part of their
studies. Following on from the production of ‘Warhorse’, visits such as these and the recent field work trip to Leeds
for Geography students, really do bring learning to life, placing it in context and opening up opportunities for our
pupils and Sixth Form students to broaden their perceptions of a subject.
Do have a good Easter,

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Noticeboard

Mock Interview Day

Key Dates
2018

Spring Term
8th January - 9th February
19th February - 23rd March

Summer Term
10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

You’re hired!
Last Friday was Mock Interview Day for our Year 11 pupils. This was the
culmination of weeks of work in their STARS lessons, going through the
steps of preparing a CV and a covering letter. Pupils have also received some
guidance on different types of interviews, and what to do and what not to
do in an interview.
Prior to their interview, pupils waited anxiously in the ‘waiting area’. Each
pupil was allocated a 20 minute interview with one of the volunteer professionals that kindly gave their time to help. Pupils were called in and their
CVs and cover letters were critiqued and guidance was given on how they
could be improved.
Following this was the interview itself! pupils were asked a range of questions ranging from what their strengths and areas for development are to
how they thought social media could enhance their employment prospects.

Parents’ Evenings
Year 8 - 19th April 2018
Year 11 - 5th February 2018

Training Days
9th April 2018
23rd July 2018

At the end of the day the interviewers gave their feedback on what they had
experienced and it was all very positive. The interviewers complimented
our pupils on their maturity, good manners and positive attitude. Well done
Year 11!
As part of Woldgate’s Careers Strategy, we are increasing our links with the
business community to help give our pupils vital experiences like this, as
well as a work experience placement in Year 10, to help prepare them for
the world of work. A big thank you to the companies & individuals who gave
freely of their time to make this event happen:

•

School Governors: John Sinclair and Martin Braidley

•

Rollits Solicitors

•

RAF

Follow @Woldgate

•

Navy

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

•

Tigers Trust

•

Britcom

•

Derwent training

•

George F White

•

Martin Benny

•

Xing Education
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of great merit, character and value.’
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

A
M r L S loman

Head of Lower School

s we reach the end of the Spring Term, it is a good
time for our Lower School pupils to reflect upon their
successes and achievements over the last few months.
Our Year 9 pupils have chosen their options for their GCSE
subjects next year; our Year 8 pupils are making good progress
in their studies, and our Year 7 pupils have settled in very
well to secondary school life, and are valued members of our
school community.

This week, I have been talking in assembly to our pupils about how we work
together to look after our school buildings and site. It is always nice to see
our pupils helping to keep their school community tidy, by putting their
rubbish in the bins. After Easter, we will be introducing recycle bins for the
different types of materials i.e. paper, plastic etc, so that our school community minimises its impact on the environment.
As well as having a well-deserved rest, our Lower School pupils should use
the holidays to think about all the events and opportunities awaiting them in
the summer term, and what they would like to achieve. Whatever our pupils
want to achieve, we will be there to support them. In the meantime, I would
like to wish all our Lower School pupils a happy Easter.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Jensen De Vries
Year 8: Rosie Kennedy
Year 9: K atie Stewart

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Oliver Holmes
Year 8: Georgie Brown
Year 9: Oliver Hudson

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Lily Foster
Year 8: Amy Wheatley
Year 9: Hannah Williams

Form of Week Award
Year 7: 7KMC
Year 8: 8LMD
Year 9: 9TDW
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

L

ast Friday saw our Year 11 pupils take part in mock interviews as the final part of the careers work
they have been completing within their recent Stars lessons. During the interviews, they were
asked a number of different questions by one of several local business people who very kindly
gave up their time to facilitate this great opportunity. Pupils gained some insight into how to sell
themselves and their achievements, and feedback was very positive.

Following on from our revision day last week, all our Year 11 pupils received their final gift for their
exams yesterday; a clear pencil case containing the basic equipment they will need along with a
memory stick of resources, including practice papers and other revision materials. This, together with
their notebooks, revision wall planners and revision resources, should ensure they have everything they need as
they enter the final precious few weeks before their exams.
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

On Tuesday evening, it was lovely to talk to so many of our Year 10 parents at their annual Parents’ Evening. The
partnership between home and school is crucial in supporting our young people and these evenings allow pupils,
parents and teachers to come together to talk about their learning in the classroom. Year 10 pupils also have a busy
summer term ahead with preparations towards their end of year exams in June before taking part in a two-week
work experience placement towards the end of term.
A large number of Upper School pupils have also been making good use of GCSEPod and I am pleased to say that
over 5000 pods have now been streamed since we launched it in January. Any resources which vary the method by
which pupils are learning are valuable and reinforce the learning taking place within the classroom. As expected, a
lot of this use has been by our Year 11 pupils, but it is encouraging to see our Year 10 pupils now starting to use it
and get into good habits of either watching the pods before covering topics in lessons or following up their learning
afterwards. I am sure they would be happy to show you how the site works and what they have been watching!
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Enrichment Day
Highlights
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

s the Easter break approaches and the weather finally seems to be improving, this time of year
always seems to me to be full of new beginnings and fresh starts. Our Year 12 students have
received their second progress review and report, and this should give them a really good sense
of whether they are on track and into good study habits. Where this is not the case, students have
an opportunity to use their Easter break and the weeks upon their return to ensure they resolve any
issues and make thorough preparations for their Year 12 exams, which take place in the first week of
May. Year 13 students are of course looking ahead to new beginnings and their plans for next year,
but in the immediate term making sure that they are revising thoroughly and making the most of the
support available to them in school.

Students should now all have a detailed and well thought-through revision plan, and have received timetables which
they can populate to cover the revision and exam period. There are also a number of excellent online timetables,
where students can input deadline dates, exams and designated revision hours.
The following websites are highly recommended:

https://getrevising.co.uk/planner
https://revisionworld.com/create-revision-timetable
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=22543-The-revision-timetable
Students may, of course, prefer to work in the old-fashioned way and write their own timetables with pen and paper!
Subject teachers and members of the Sixth Form team are available to offer support with revision, and there are a
number of additional support sessions taking place, which I would urge students to attend in the lead up to their
exams.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276
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Inclusion at Woldgate

A

couple of weeks ago, we were pleased to hear from
a former pupil, Jade Puckering, who requested to
spend a week with us on Work Experience. Jade
is visually impaired and is currently studying in Hereford
M rs S G eary
at the Royal National College for the Blind where she is
H
I
following the Cambridge Technical Certificate in Health
and Social Care. She hopes to work as a Learning Assistant
in the future. As part of Jade’s visit, she shadowed Teaching Assistants
in lessons and supported pupils and made resources.
ead of nclusion

Jade was very keen to raise awareness of being visually impaired and the
challenges it brings. When Jade was at Woldgate School some areas of
the school were specially adapted to help her navigate around the site.
She gave a presentation to a small group of pupils about her course and
gave a demonstration of Goalball. This is a team sport designed specifically for athletes with a vision impairment.
Participants compete in teams of three, and try to throw a ball that has bells embedded in it into the opponents’
goal. Jade also gave a Question and Answer session with some of the Lifeskills pupils, which was really interesting.
It was lovely having Jade visit us and catch up with the Teaching Assistants, many of whom had supported her
throughout Woldgate School, and to show the success she is making of her career. It is also wonderful that she
wants to use the positive experiences she had at school to help others. We look forward to following her progress
in the future.

Congratulations to Mrs L Lane & Mr C Pollard,
50/50 Club Winners!
50/50 Prize Draw
Congratulations go to Mrs L Lane & Mr C Pollard the winners of January and
February’s 50/50 Club Draws.
FoWS would like to thank all who have joined the 50/50 Club. To join costs from £2 per month
payable direct debit to the club for one ticket (each additional ticket is £2.00, you can buy as many as you wish).
50% of the money raised in is given in prize money and the remaining 50% benefits the whole school.
Anyone over the age of 18 years, connected with the school is eligible to join, if interested use the following link to
the 50/50 club direct debit form and further information.
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http://www.woldgate.net/media/wysiwyg/1510833822_FoWS_50_50_Club_web.pdf

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

