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Meet Our Equestrian Team
F
or the first time in Woldgate’s history the school has an Equestrian Team, and what a start they have made
to their competitive ventures! All age groups have qualified for the County Championships which are held
in Bedfordshire in April and at Hickstead, Buckinghamshire in May. Woldgate’s Equestrian Team will be
representing the East Riding of Yorkshire in Show Jumping and Arena Eventing.

The team are looking for support to fund travel, accommodation and equipment and would really appreciate your
help. A crowdfunder account has been set up on www.crowdfunder.co.uk (project: Woldgate Equestrian Team) in
which you can pledge your support.
Raffle tickets will also be for sale in the PE office and at The Mile Farm Shop, Pocklington. There are lots of fantastic
prizes up for grabs!
An amazing achievement. Proud of you all! Aim High!
Mrs Fox

See pictures of the team in action on page 6
Friday 13th April 2018
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Headteacher’s Welcome

n Monday, we started the summer term by bringing together colleagues from all our Wolds
Learning Partnership Schools for our first joint training day. As a family of schools, we
have been able to secure some of the very best educationalists, researchers and classroom
based practitioners to share the great work that is being undertaken within all partnership schools
and beyond. It was an inspiring day in so many ways and, for me, simply wonderful to see so many
colleagues delivering and attending training sessions, where teachers sought to share their love of
learning and to share the many very successful techniques and strategies they have used within their
M r J B ritton
H
own classrooms and schools. I am, therefore, very grateful to parents, as I do realise the impact such
days can have upon your own childcare arrangements – so thank you for giving colleagues the chance
to help share their great work.
eadteacher

From September, due to the significant number of applications, our school will be for the first time oversubscribed,
with more applications than places. We have also seen a dramatic rise in in-year with applications from parents
wishing to move their child from schools within York and elsewhere. I am very conscious that once a school becomes
oversubscribed, then it does inevitably mean that some children and parents will be disappointed at not receiving
a place at their first-choice school. We did though, make a commitment at the start of this journey to ensuring
that our class sizes and school community remained of a size where every child can be known and cared for as an
individual. I know from experience and believe passionately that once a school grows beyond a certain size, it loses
so much of what makes it a special place to learn and work. In knowing every child, in keeping classes small, we
ensure that our ethos and vision for our school remains at the very heart of everything we do.
Over Easter and this week, we have seen numerous extra-curricular opportunities and activities. I would like to
thank colleagues, pupils and parents who supported our first additional subject sessions, which ran over the Easter
holidays to provide Year 11 with additional time prior to the start of their final term as main school pupils. I am
especially grateful to staff who gave their time during the Easter holiday. We have also started the term with some
excellent visits in prospect, with Drama, Geography and Science bringing learning to life through experiences
outside of the formal classroom.
Finally, just a reminder that our Year 8 Parents’ Evening is on Thursday 19th April. I look forward to meeting parents
and, if you’ve not done so already I would encourage you to book your appointments early.
Do have a good weekend.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Easter Revision Day for GCSE PE

Key Dates

Over the Easter holidays the PE Department held a revision day for GCSE PE
pupils. The day was designed to be fun yet challenging and to support pupils
in their upcoming exams. It was great to see so many pupils aiming high and
giving up valuable holiday time to achieve the best results they can.

2018

Summer Term
10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

Parents’ Evenings
Year 8 - 19th April 2018

Training Days
9th April 2018
23rd July 2018

School to Close Early Thursday 3rd May 2018
East Riding of Yorkshire Council have confirmed that the Tour de Yorkshire
will once again be passing Woldgate School on Thursday 3rd May 2018.
The race will pass school at around 4.05pm, with rolling road blocks put in
place from around 3.30pm. To ensure that pupils get home safely, we will be
closing the school site one hour early (ending lessons at 2.35pm). This means
that pupils who travel on catchment or out of catchment transport will be
transported an hour earlier than usual. All bus companies have been made
aware of these plans, which will give buses the opportunity to finish their
route prior to any disruption on the roads.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 13th April 2018
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

E
M r L S loman

Head of Lower School

ach week, our pupils take part in STARS lessons with their Form Tutor. These are opportunities
for our Lower School pupils to learn about the world they live in, debate key issues, ask questions
and develop life skills such as money management and healthy living. This half term, our Year
7 pupils will be working on the ‘Send my Friend to School’ project. This project, carried out over
six weeks, gives our Year 7 pupils the opportunity to learn about education all over the world, and
culminates in pupils developing their own campaign to raise awareness of the lack of opportunities
to learn in less-developed areas of the world. In the past, our Year 7 pupils have written to the Prime
Minster and received a reply – I am looking forward to finding out what our current Year 7s choose to

do.
At the same time, our Year 8 pupils will begin working on their enterprise skills in during their STARS. They will begin
working in small groups to plan, organise and run stalls for our Year 7 and Year 9 pupils to raise money for charity.
In order to succeed, they need to decide what their customers will want to spend money on before organising their
games or stock. I am looking forward to seeing what business ideas they have come up with!
At Woldgate School, we believe all pupils should have the opportunities to learn about and begin contributing to
their local community and the world they live in. Our weekly STARS lessons are just one of these opportunities, and
they provide our pupils with the chance to use their creativity, ideas, talents and skills whilst learning how to be
responsible citizens.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

A

s we start the Summer Term, it has been lovely catching up with pupils and hearing about the
things they’ve been doing during the holidays. Clearly, for Year 11 pupils it has allowed them the
time to fully immerse themselves into final revision preparations and it has been encouraging
to see how many of them have made good use of GCSEPod to support this. Indeed, since we launched
this in mid January, there have been over 5000 pods watched!

On Tuesday afternoon Year 11 pupils had a brief opportunity to come together as they had their
formal year group photograph taken. This term will be full of ‘final’ things as they approach the end
of their time together as a full year group, whilst many are intending to move into our Sixth Form
College, a small minority will no doubt take up apprenticeships or employment with training and move onto a more
practical training course.
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

In many subjects the formal practical GCSE exams have already started and will all be completed before the written
papers start on 14th May 2018. After this date pupils will still be expected in all their lessons when not taking exams
in order to continue getting help and advice from subject staff and support from the Tutor Team. Study Leave will
start on 13th June 2018 when the exams that involve all pupils are over. After that date pupils may attend school for
revision, where they may use a room set aside for them, or they may stay at home to complete their revision. This
year, the final GCSE exam is on 22nd June 2018.

Friday 13th April 2018
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Woldgate Equestrian team continued from page 1
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

I

t has been lovely to welcome students back from the Easter break as we approach this final stretch
to Study Leave and exams. Our students are really digging deep at the moment, and I am very proud
of their resilience and fortitude, their determination and perseverance. All of the hard work they
are putting in now will pay them dividends in the summer. Soon, we will be into the exam season and
everything they have been working towards will be put into practice.

I have reminded students this week that the Sixth Form Study Room will be open throughout Study
Leave and staff will be available during this period to offer academic or moral support. Students who
prefer to work in school away from any distractions are welcome to attend throughout Study Leave in
order to maximise their revision time.
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

Year 12 exams begin on Friday 4th May. Students will be on study leave from Tuesday 8th – Friday 11th May and are
welcome to revise in school during that time.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

Friday 13th April 2018
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Inclusion at Woldgate

T
M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

his week marks another key event with Year 11 as the whole Year Group had their photograph
taken together. It’s one of those occasions which marks the passage of time and I am sure many
readers will have their own copies of Year Group or school photos. They may even possess the
type where, given the more primitive photography methods, pupils could allegedly run from one end
to another and appear twice on the photo. Perhaps it’s apocryphal, but it’s a good story.

Seeing Year 11 altogether, confident and ready to embrace the challenges of the future, it can be hard
not to think back to their initial days at Woldgate School when they began their journey with us; their nervous first
steps and uncertainty. Now we see the pupils, smartly dressed in their uniforms smiling confidently. We do not fall
into the trap, however, of thinking of them as just one group, but as individuals. Behind each smiling face on the
photograph there is someone who is unique, who we have got to know and have had the privilege of supporting
along their way. The photograph is just an image; a snap shot in time and doesn’t reveal the memories, laughs,
hard-work, friendships and highpoints which each pupil has experienced. As each Year Group passes through and we
remember them in photographs and names on the boards in the Main Hall, we acknowledge their common identity
in belonging to Woldgate School, but we also value their contributions to life at school and the lasting memories
they give us as teachers.
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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WOLDGATE SCHOOL PE CLUBS LIST

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

