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HEAD OF LOWER SCHOOL

Last term was a busy and rewarding 
one for Lower School, with many 
fantastic achievements to celebrate.
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Of great merit, character & value



In the lead-up 
to Christmas, 
we launched our 
annual Christmas 
Appeal in support 
of The People’s 
Pantry. Pupils were 
encouraged to 
reflect our Woldgate 
motto of Great Value 
by contributing 
whatever they could. 
The appeal was met 
with tremendous 
enthusiasm, and 
donations steadily 
grew throughout 
December. It was a 
pleasure to deliver these contributions 
to The People’s Pantry just before Christmas, reinforcing the 
importance of kindness and community. Thank you to all the families who supported the 
appeal so generously; your contributions will undoubtedly make a meaningful difference to 
many local families.

We are also incredibly proud of Ruby, who performed in the West End on 23 November. 
Ruby is part of PQA (Pauline Quirke Academy) in York. She attends for three hours every 
Friday and focuses on Performing Arts and film. The show she performed in was called 
Across the line and Ruby was involved in rehearsals for 6 months before this. The show was 
about two tribes at war who eventually end up reuniting and getting along because they all 

realise nobody even knows 
why they started fighting in 
the first place! It sounds like 
a brilliant show! What an 
amazing achievement and a 
wonderful opportunity—well 
done, Ruby! We are sure 
this will be the first of many 
exciting experiences to come.
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During the penultimate week of term, we hosted our Primary School Virtual Christmas Quiz, 
welcoming pupils from several of our feeder primary schools. It was lovely to see everyone 
engaging enthusiastically with festive, curriculum-based activities and enjoying a healthy sense 
of competition. Congratulations to Sutton Upon Derwent on your well-deserved victory!

The final week of term 
concluded with our Breakfast 
of Champions reward event, 
celebrating some of our most 
hardworking pupils. These pupils 
achieved the highest number of 
merits in their year group during 
the Autumn Term, reflecting their 
dedication and commitment to 
learning. We hope they enjoyed 
their well-earned breakfast.

The Spring term has also begun 
with some amazing performances 
from six of our Year 7 pupils who 
represented Woldgate at the East 
Riding Secondary Panathlon at 
Haltemprice Leisure Centre on 
Tuesday. 

A Panathlon is a carousel of 
activities aimed at pupils who may 
not get the opportunity to represent 
schools at sport. Our pupils showed 
great skill when undertaking indoor 
curling, skittles, giant darts and 
boccia to name a few of the games. 
After completing all the challenges, 
it was fantastic to find out that 
our pupils won the event, beating 
6 other secondary schools! The 
pupils were immensely proud and 
excited to come back with medals 
and a trophy!
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One of the great strengths of our school is our belief that 
education extends far beyond the classroom. While academic 
success is vital, we know that a truly holistic education 
offers pupils the chance to explore new places, discover new 
interests and develop the confidence that comes from these 
varied experiences.

Our recent Year 9 Options Evening captured this beautifully. 
Pupils were introduced to some of the exciting opportunities 
available through subjects such as History and Geography, 
including future visits to Berlin and Naples and these sit alongside a wider programme 
of trips and experiences across the school - including the fantastic Business Studies trip to 
Paris that has taken place this week.

However, pupils and students do not need to attend these residentials to have access to 
exciting and inspiring opportunities. Closer to home, our enrichment offer continues to 
give pupils meaningful cultural experiences - from varied visits and trips, through to guest 
speakers and workshops within school. Alongside this, we offer over thirty clubs - from 
coding and debate, to a wealth of sport and performing arts activities - ensuring every child 
can find something that inspires them.

These opportunities are not just extras; they are an important part of school life - often 
the most memorable - and I encourage you to speak with your child about the clubs 
and experiences that they could be a part of. To deepen this further, we have challenged 
our School Council to propose new enrichment initiatives that would benefit the school 
community and encourage all of our pupils and students to speak to these representatives 
should they wish to propose an idea - whether that be equipment for use in school or 
proposing an idea for a new club.

Wishing all our families an enjoyable and restful weekend.

Mrs Adams 
Headteacher

Headteacher’s 
Welcome
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Key dates To find out more about upcoming events and 
visits, please view the Woldgate School Calendar.

Thursday 5th February:........... Year 11 NEA Day (Option B subjects) 
..................................................... Year 10 Inter Faith Day 

Friday 6th February:................. Year 11 NEA Day (Option A subjects)

Tuesday 10th-13th February:.History visit to Berlin

Thursday 12th February:......... Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 13th February:............... Break up for Half Term

Monday 23rd February:........... First day back after Half Term

Tuesday 24th February:.......... Learning Support Coffee Morning 10-11.30am

Friday 27th February:............... Year 8 Careers Day

Thursday 5th March:................ Year 8 Options Evening 
..................................................... World Book Day

Wednesday 11th March :......... New York Trip information meeting 

Thursday 19th March: ............ Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 20th March:................... Learning Support Coffee Morning 10-11.30am

Mon 23-Fri 27th March:...........Geography trip to Naples

Mon 23rd - Wed 25th March:.Year 11 Human Geography Fieldwork visit to Beverley

Monday 23rd March:............... Pocklington Arts Centre Art Exhibition Launch

Friday 27th March:................... Break up for Easter Holidays
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Year 9 Immunisations
Dear Parents and Carers 

Vaccination UK is visiting Woldgate School on 2nd March, 2026 and your child in Year 9 is 
due to receive their DTP (Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio) and MENINGITIS ACWY vaccinations 
this year. 

Please go to the link: https://humber.schoolvaccination.uk/dtp/2025/eastriding  
and complete a consent form online, please do this as soon as possible. 

If your child does not receive their vaccine at the session in school, there will be a further 
session later in the year and out of school clinics will also be available in the school 
holidays. 

If you do not wish to consent to your child having the vaccinations, then please complete a 
formal NO consent via the same link. 

Information about the vaccines can be found on the following websites: 

www.schoolvaccination.uk 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6405e7ae8fa8f527fb67cb6a/UKHSA-
12287-immunisations-young-people.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hpv-vaccine-vaccination-guide-leaflet 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisations-for-young-people 

The Immunisation Team

North Ferriby Whites U14s 
(Myton First Division in the Hull and District Youth Football League) 

are actively looking for new players. If some year 9 boys are wanting to play for fun, 
exercise, or get on a team in preparation for their PE GCSE then please get in touch. 
They have a really friendly bunch of boys from all over the area and would look forward 
to welcoming more. They are a competitive team who consistently play in the top two 
divisions and are aiming higher in the District Youth Football League.

Call coach Nick on 07956 182789 if interested
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Subject Focus
Music
It doesn’t seem long since our pupils made some stunning performances at our Awards 
event at the University of York and we are now once again beginning auditions and 
rehearsals for what promises to be an even bigger and better event in July! 

The whole school production has always been one of the most significant events on the 
school calendar and it is such a shame this could not happen this year due to the move 
to the new build. Therefore, we are making the awards performances in the summer at 
York University Central Hall slightly bigger in scale this year. Involving more full chorus 
numbers, costume, choreography, lighting and a band to accompany the event. Auditions 
have already taken place and the rehearsals are starting very soon, which requires a 
high level of commitment from cast members. There are weekly rehearsals on Thursday 
evenings (3:40pm-5:00pm) in KU1 for all cast 
members and pupils with 
a principal role also have 
a weekly rehearsal on 
Thursday morning during 
registration (08:55am-
9:25am) in KU1. We are 
really excited about the 
upcoming event, which 
involves a huge amount 
of organisation, but we 
look forward to sharing 
with parents and 
pupils at the awards in 
the summer.
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Our Christmas Concert in December once again took place in the lovely setting of All 
Saints’ Church in Pocklington. We all enjoyed a delightful evening of musical performances. 
Ensemble performances featured the choir, wind band, string group and we also enjoyed 
some duets and solos too. We once again welcomed special guests as we were joined 
by the ‘Forgotten Voices’ community choir. It was lovely to see this adult choir take part 
alongside the pupils helping us all to remember that music can be a lifelong love providing 
huge well-being benefits as well as the camaraderie of belonging to a group. The next 
day our musicians were busy again for the school’s three Christmas Services and again 
the performances were hugely impressive especially for those performing solos and doing 
readings.

Also in December, Year 7 were treated to a concert given by five professional musicians 
from the East Riding Music Service. As well as lots of festive music the performers gave 
demonstrations of how their instruments were played providing a great live-learning 
experience.

Curriculum-wise we have seen Year 7 get a thorough grip of the Elements of Music and 
musical notation. Year 8 have been learning about Chromaticism and composing multi 
layered pieces in the minimalist style. To do this they use the ‘Garageband’ program and so 
computer skills are very much to the fore. Some of the pieces were incredibly sophisticated, 
lasting 5 minutes or more and using an array of compositional techniques and creating 
expressive soundscapes with the electronic instrumental resources. Year 9 pupils are now 
well into their GCSE studies having started the study of musical theory as well as taking 
part in ensemble projects such as Samba and Reggae styles. Composing has taken the 
form of Club Dance music using Music Technology as well as Rap and songwriting. Year 10 
have been focussing on vocal music with the contrasting styles of Purcell and much more 
modern Defying Gravity from the musical Wicked.

Year 11 pupils are now into the revision period and coursework is nearing completion. 
The standard of performing has once again been very strong this year and there are some 
mature compositions.

Extra-curricular clubs this term in music
Tuesday lunchtime		 Wind Band (for all brass and woodwind instruments)

Thursday after school	 Choir/Musical Theatre rehearsing for our performance at the  
				    Awards Evening at the University of York

Thursday lunchtime	 String Group (all string players welcome)
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Visiting Music Teacher focus
We would like to feature and celebrate our Visiting Music Teachers. We are so fortunate 
to have such highly skilled, experienced and dedicated musicians on our music team 
here at Woldgate

Mrs Julie Staveley .............. Piano
I have been teaching Music and Piano in Infant, Junior and 
Secondary schools in East Yorkshire for over 45 years. I studied 
at I.M. Marsh C.P.E in Liverpool (now John Moores University) 
achieving a B.Ed in P.E and Music. Initially working at Beverley 
High School for Girls as a PE teacher and assisting the Music 
department. I have been teaching piano to students at Woldgate 
school for over twenty years seeing many from year seven through 
to year 13.

Many students have achieved graded exams - both the formal 
face to face practical exam and the increasingly popular digital 
performance exam. Some students have also completed music theory exams. It is extremely 
gratifying to see the level of progress possible with focus and perseverance from all 
students whether working towards exams or not.

Andy Jennings..................... Drums
Since graduating from the University of Salford in 2004, I have 
worked as a professional/semi-professional musician and as a 
peripatetic drum tutor. I have been fortunate enough to have 
toured central Europe extensively and have played as far afield 
as America, Canada and Mexico. I’ve played in venues from 
Murrayfield Stadium in Edinburgh to Shepherds Bush Empire, 
London to Reading & Leeds Festivals, supporting artists such as 
Bryan Adams, Kings of Leon, Paulo Nutini and Elbow along the 
way. 

Lessons are designed to focus on what the individual needs and 
can cover a wide range of musical genres; from rock bands to orchestras and everything in 
between. From beginners to advanced, for players of all ages, tuition is available at a pace 
that suits the individual. I’ve been teaching at Woldgate since the start of 2022 & really enjoy 
working with the young people & helping them develop.
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Janus Wadsworth .............. Brass
I’ve been teaching brass for the ERSMS since 1996 and have taught 
at Woldgate on and off over those years. We’ve had a strong 
brass department at Woldgate for many years with pupils going 
on to take the higher grades and play in other ensembles in and 
out of school. There are always opportunities for new pupils to 
learn. As well as teaching I regularly perform in various ensembles 
in the north of Britain both professionally and as an amateur. 
Playing a brass instrument has taught me about commitment and 
dedication and given me a lot of fun and pleasure over many years.

Adrian Ward......................... 	Violin
I started the violin at the age of four under the tutelage of my 
mum who was head of strings at the East Riding Schools music 
service. Whilst attending school at Hymers College , (Hull), my love 
of playing the violin developed and I started to play in Trios and 
Quartets and it was with my Trio that we were twice winners of 
the National Chamber Music Competition for Schools, which was 
when I first played in London at the age of 12, playing in the final 
concerts at St John Smith’s Square.

During my teens I studied at the Royal Northern College Of Music 
in Manchester and then after A levels I attended the Royal College 
of Music in London. After a good few years living and playing in London I moved back to the 
East Riding in 2005 and started teaching for the Music Service. Teaching is my real passion 
and I enjoy coaching our Youth Orchestra Strings and many other string ensembles within 
the county.

I still occasionally play with local Orchestras and have appeared with Hull Philharmonic 
as both section leader and soloist, however teaching has now pretty much taken over my 
life. My pupils have been winners of competitions such as East Coast Young Musician of 
the Year and I am extremely proud of all of them, the violin is not an easy instrument and I 
admire anyone who gives playing it a go. I joined the Woldgate instrumental teaching team 
in September 2025 and I am really enjoying my time here helping the schools talented and 
aspiring violinists.
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Katie Wood ......................... Singing
My love for singing started at the early age of 5 when I joined 
my school choir in Stamford Bridge Primary School where I was 
chosen to be the treble soloist for many concerts and church 
services. I attended secondary school here at Woldgate and in 
Year 7 and auditioned for the school musical ‘Les Miserables’. 
Throughout my time here at Woldgate, I also played roles in 
‘Tommy’, ‘Guys and Dolls’, ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’, ‘Smokey Joe’s 
Cafe’, ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ and ‘Fame’ whilst also enjoying extra 
curricular activities such as Pop and Soul Band, Senior Choir and 
playing the flute in the school orchestra. At the age of 14, I joined 
Yorkshire Young Musicians (YYM) based at Leeds Conservatoire and received specialised 
musical tuition here every Sunday. I completed my GCSEs and A Levels at Woldgate and 
received excellent grades for Music especially. I continued my musical education at The 
Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester. 

I have worked with professional musical groups such as The Hallé Orchestra, The Academy 
of Ancient Music, The York Trust, York Musical Society and many more throughout my 
singing career so far. When I was at the RNCM, I played operatic roles such as ‘Despina’ 
from ‘Cosi fan Tutte’, ‘Dodo’ from ‘The Merry Widow’ and ‘Angelica’ from ‘Orlando’. I have 
now returned to Woldgate as a Singing Tutor and it is lovely to return to my roots, where 
the musical journey first began! 

Paul Summers...................... Woodwind 
I studied at the Royal Academy of Music graduating with 
Distinction in 2001. As a performer I worked extensively in the field 
of musical theatre including UK and foreign tours and in the West 
End. I have many years’ experience as a woodwind teacher and I 
am also a qualified secondary music teacher. Originally from South 
West London, I relocated to Yorksshire in 2020 and have worked 
for East Riding Schools Music since September 2021. This is my 
second year at Woldgate.
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Phil Thwaite......................... Guitar
I am an ambitious Guitarist with a passion for a wide variety of 
musical styles. I have been teaching for over 30 years and enjoy 
helping students progress more than ever. I currently teach a 
lot of Electric and Acoustic Guitarists but also play and teach 
Classical and Bass Guitar. I have experience in playing as a soloist, 
in ensembles and leading ensembles. My favourite styles of music 
to play are Rock, Blues, Funk and Jazz. Improvisation is one of my 
specialities and I am still looking to stretch my skills as a Musician, 
learning all the time.
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Holocaust Memorial Day 
27 January 2026
BRIDGING GENERATIONS: 
THEME FOR 2026
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2026, 
‘Bridging Generations’, is a call-to-action. A reminder 
that the responsibility of remembrance doesn’t end 
with the survivors - it lives on through their children, 
their grandchildren and through all of us. This theme 
encourages us all to engage actively with the past - to 
listen, to learn and to carry those lessons forward. By 
doing so, we build a bridge between memory and action, 
between history and hope for the future.

This week we welcomed YoYo (York Schools and Youth 
Trust) to talk to some Year 7 and 8 classes in their 
Religious Studies lessons about the Holocaust and stories 
from that time. Pupils were given time to think and reflect 
on each story and also time to ask questions and finally 
write some poetry. 

Tony who visited each class, along with Rachel, a recent 
graduate from Durham University, wrote the following:

‘It is always a joy working with the staff and students at Woldgate. The way the classes 
engage on such poignant subjects, such as The Holocaust is incredible. Working 
with our new theatrical new intern, Rachel, we looked at three stories under the title 
of ‘The prisoner, the protestor and the parent.’ The stories of Corrie ten boom who 
showed such grace and courage in forgiving one of the prison guards she met in later 
life. The story of a German student called Sophie Scholl, who protested what the 
Nazis were doing, and the story of Esther Peterseil, whose words from her mother 
gave her the courage to survive. Even during such unimaginable evil, we reflected on 
how hope and faith make a powerful and positive difference.

Tony Bower, Executive Officer, York Schools and Youth Trust.
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Holocaust

Hope was lost
One act of forgiveness
Lives and identities stolen
Once a monster, not a man
Concentration camps used to trap and control
A horrible event
U would never want to see again
Some things that changed lives
The Holocaust

Micaela P | 8JW1

What should never be said

In a camp they said,
Yet I never even got a bed,
You’ll be fine they said,
Well then they shaved my head.

Stripped of my identity,
Didn’t know what was meant for me,
Tattooed, abused,
Felt hurt and used,

No word described my pain,
The world surely had nothing to gain,
Locked up in chains,
Whilst fear reigns.

You’ll live they said,
Ironic now I’m dead.

Maise R | 8ROW

Hope in the darkest times

Hope is always there,
Always helping with care
Pushing you through the darkest times
Even when you’re alone,
Even when there is nowhere to call home.

In your darkest moments, 
Alone, hurt, afraid.
Never forget your hope and faith,
And you shall be safe.

Always push through,
Determined, kind and brave.
Find your hope, 
Find your faith,
You will always be safe.

Freya J | Year 7
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Safeguarding
Next Month, we have Safer Internet Day on 10th February and 

Children’s Mental Health Week from the 9th-15th February.

Pupils are having assemblies and 
sessions in school on the safe and 
responsible use of technology, 
including AI, Mental Health and 
Wellbeing.

One of the safeguarding and mental health concerns around the increased use of 
technology by young people is the increase in online gaming and risks such being drawn 
into online gambling, being exposed to inappropriate advertising, phishing and financial 
scams.  A charity called Ygam offer useful advice and support on these issues and are 
offering the following free workshops for parents and carers on this issue follow the link 
below to find out more and sign up:

	>�	 Online Gambling and Gaming Training Sign up, for Parents and Carers 25.02.2026 
18.30-20.00

	>�	 Online Gambling and Gaming Training Sign up, for Parents and Carers 19.03.2026 
12.00.13.30
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Anxiety 
We all get anxious, no matter the age. Anxiety is simply the brain’s response to new 
situations and constitutes its preparations to deal with the unknown. That is not a pleasant 
feeling, blood rushes to the arms and legs, the heart quickens and the brain can feel 
constrained and dazzled.

Without support to help them understand and manage these feelings, children may find it 
harder to recognise what is happening or to manage anxiety’s effects in the moment. It is, 
though, vital that children learn to handle anxiety and even use it to propel them forward.

The Anna Freud charity have recently released a useful resource for parents regarding 
anxiety – see the next three pages. 
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Let’s talk about anxiety: 
parent and carer guidance 
Anxiety is a natural response to everyday difficulties. It’s normal for children and young people to 
feel anxious about certain things – just as it’s normal for parents and carers to worry about their 
children. 

Most children and young people who are experiencing anxiety don’t require specialist help. A good 
deal of what parents and carers already do can be helpful.  

Normalising anxiety, helping your child to understand their own anxious feelings, and providing 
support and encouragement can make a big difference.

Anxiety is a feeling of unease such as fear or worry. It’s one of the body’s natural 
responses to stress and affects our thoughts, feelings, body, and behaviour.  

Anxiety activates the body’s fight-flight-freeze response. This means that the body 
prepares to either confront, escape or freeze in the face of a perceived threat. 

Anxiety is not necessarily a mental health condition. Most of the time, anxious feelings 
are normal responses to stressful situations in everyday life, and they will pass 
naturally.

Difficulties can arise when normal levels of anxiety become more severe or persistent and start 
impacting a child’s everyday life. Anxiety can become a problem when: 

What is anxiety? 

When is anxiety a problem? 

it interferes with 
someone’s daily 
life and stops 
them doing 
things they want 
to. 

it is constant, 
intense, and 
overwhelming

it occurs in 
response to no 
real threat, or 
the threat is 
exaggerated
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Children and young people can be anxious about different things. They might 
be worried about their friendships, doing well at school, or other changes 
in their life. 

Some common signs of anxiety include: 

• difficulties being apart from you or other family members 
• avoiding or worrying a lot about social activities 
• difficulty concentrating, relaxing and sleeping 
• frequent stomach aches or headaches 
• constantly seeking reassurance  
• difficulty leaving the house 
• reluctance to go to school or take part in certain lessons 
• excessive fear of being criticised. 

How do I know if my child is anxious? 

Parents and carers are experts on their own children. Many techniques that specialists use with 
children and young people are similar to what parents and carers already do.  
You can help your child by providing support in the following ways. 

Listen to understand: listen to your child with curiosity and openness. Try to avoid making 
assumptions, minimising their feelings, rushing to reassure them, or just telling them to ‘calm down’ 
or ‘relax.’ 
 

Normalise anxiety: explain that anxiety is a normal response to everyday difficulties, and that you’re 
there to support them. You might explain the ‘fight-fight-freeze mechanism’ or the ‘anxiety alarm’ 
example to help them to understand.  

Provide structure and routine: where possible, provide a consistent routine - particularly around 
meals, homework, phone and laptop usage, and sleep hygiene. Make your child aware of any 
upcoming changes that they can plan for.  

Help them to understand their feelings: you might use an anxiety thermometer, diary or worksheet 
to help your child to identify particular triggers, patterns and anxious responses, and work on a plan 
together to try to reduce their anxious feelings.  

Practise healthy coping skills: use the healthy coping skills cards with your child. You might cut 
these out and keep them around the house, stick them to the fridge, or encourage your child to carry 
them with them. 

How can I support my child? 

The anxiety alarm
A car alarm goes off to alert its owner. 
However, sometimes the alarm can 
be too sensitive – it might go off when 
the wind blows, or when someone 
walks past. This can be similar to our 
feelings of anxiety – we might think 
something is more threatening than it 
is and feel more worried than we need 
to. 
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Worrying about your child can itself be anxiety-inducing and isolating. You should make sure that 
you also look after your own mental wellbeing. 

If you’re struggling with anxiety, you should:  

• talk to someone that you trust – this could be a friend or family member 
• try the techniques on the healthy coping skills cards, as well as the NHS’s anxiety self-help 

guide 
• make time for self-care – including seeing friends and family, hobbies, and relaxation. 

If you’re still struggling, you should seek further professional advice. Speak to your GP or contact a 
counselling service. 

Looking after yourself 

If anxiety continues to interfere with your child’s everyday life and causes them persistent distress, 
you should contact your GP and your child’s school for further support. You might also contact a 
local counselling service.  

• NHS: anxiety in children – information on supporting children and young 
people with anxiety. 

• Youth Access – information about where to find youth support services in your 
local area. 

What if my child’s anxiety doesn’t get better? 

Further support 

While it can be natural to try to protect your child to help them avoid things that make them anxious, 
this can be unhelpful in the long run. 

Try and come up with a plan with your child to help them overcome their anxiety step-by-step. This 
might involve gradually working up to confronting a feared situation in a way that is comfortable for 
them, and gently encouraging them to try new things. 

This can be a tricky balance to strike. You shouldn’t push your child into situations that are 
overwhelming for them and bound to fail. This might need some experimentation and tinkering with.  

You’ll know best how to support your child – work together to find a solution that works for them. 

Supporting your child to face their fears 
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Personal Development

What is Personal 
Development?
Personal Development refers to the knowledge, 
concepts and skills that pupils need to learn to be 
able to navigate the world successfully and safely. 
Personal Development comprises of elements 
of Citizenship, PSHE, RSE (Relationships and Sex 
Education) and Careers. 

On Friday 16th January, Years 7-10 engaged in 
Personal Development Day. These year groups 
were off timetable and followed a carefully planned 
programme of events and activities to supplement 
their taught Personal Development curriculum. We 
had guest speakers from Cornerhouse in to deliver 
sexual health sessions, we had the Fire and Rescue 
Service in to deliver road safety sessions to pupils in 
years 8-10, as well as deliver a fire safety session to 
Year 7. In addition to this, a representative from Hull 
and East Yorkshire MIND came in to deliver some mental health sessions to pupils across 
the year groups. These sessions were supplemented by taught sessions on topics such as 
financial education, crime and safety as well as physical wellbeing.

Careers Update
National Apprenticeship week is approaching soon (w/b 9th February). Pupils will be 
completing activities in school to help them better understand the opportunities available 
with regards to apprenticeships.
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This week’s sector focuses on Health and Social Care. The Humber region — covering Hull, 
East Riding of Yorkshire and parts of North and North-East Lincolnshire — has a broad and 
expanding health and social care job market that plays a central role in local employment. 

The NHS and partner organisations provide clinical roles such as nurses, doctors, 
paramedics, allied health professionals (e.g., physiotherapists and occupational therapists) 
as well as social workers, healthcare assistants and specialist clinicians. 

Beyond direct patient care, there are numerous opportunities in administrative, managerial, 
corporate support, IT, estates and other functions that keep services running. Social care 
jobs, in local authorities and the independent sector, range from care assistants and home 
support workers to care managers and specialists working with older adults, people with 
disabilities or mental health needs. 

Some local employers 
www.chcpcic.org.uk
www.choosecareeastriding.co.uk
www.dovehouse.org.uk
www.hica-uk.com
www.hey.nhs.uk
www.humber.nhs.uk
www.hnycareershub.co.uk     
www.proudtocarehull.co.uk

Useful subjects include
• Biology
• Chemistry

• PE
• Psychology

Skills/qualities
• Communication
• Sense of responsibility
•  Good timekeeping and 

organisational skills
• Team work
• Empathy and compassion

Health and Social Care
Health care is the various services involved in the prevention, treatment or management of 
illnesses and injuries. Care can take place in hospitals, health centres, doctors surgeries, 
dental surgeries or opticians, for example. Social care generally involves providing personal 
care and assistance to children, young people, adults and the elderly in our community. 

Did You Know?

 Over 1.4 million people work for the NHS, 
making it the largest employer in Europe.

 There are over 350 different careers in  
the NHS.

 The total number of jobs in this sector in Hull 
and East Yorkshire has grown by around 3% 
since 2015.

 There are around 11,000 jobs working for 
hospitals in Hull and East Yorkshire, up by 
nearly 500 since 2015, an increase of 5%.

 The number of jobs in residential care in  
Hull and East Yorkshire has increased by 425 
since 2015 to around 7,850, an increase of 
nearly 6%.

Will there be opportunities available?

 The fastest growing age group in England 
is people aged 65 and over. This is putting 
increasing pressure on the health and social 
care sector and is creating many opportunities 
for people interested in working within it.

 If the population aged 65 and over grows as 
projected, 43,000 extra adult social care posts 
will be required in Yorkshire and the Humber by 
2035, an increase of 25%.

 There are around 46,828 vacancies for 
registered nurses across England.

 Despite the number of hospital medical staff 
increasing by 64% between 2004 and 2022, 
hospitals are still experiencing difficulties with 
medical staffing.

 There are around 24,000 practice nurses 
in England, over one-third are already over 55 
years old and may be eligible for retirement.

14% of 
jobs in Hull 
and East 
Yorkshire 
are in Health 
and Social 
Care

 Job Title National  
Average Salary

Care Home  
Manager £25,000 to £55,000

Care Worker £14,000 to £25,000

Dental Nurse £21,730 to £32,934

Doctor (GP) £60,455 to £91,228

Medical  
Secretary £17,500 to £24,000

Midwife £27,055 to £47,672

Occupational 
Therapist £27,055 to £47,672

Pharmacist £33,706 to £65,262

Physiotherapist £25,654 to £45,838

Podiatrist £27,055 to £47,672

Social Worker £27,000 to £42,000

Good to Know: A lot of exciting and well-paid jobs in health and social care require 
qualifications in science, technology, engineering or maths (STEM) subjects.

• Child Development
• Health & Social Care

Search for jobs by... Registering with a recruitment agency • Looking at 
online job vacancy websites • Visiting your local Jobcentre • Checking 
out company websites and social media • Talking to family and friends

Sources: NHS Workforce Statistics, BRES, ONS, Skills for Care, NHS Vacancy  
Statistics, The Nuffield Trust, National Careers Service.

For information...  www.skillshullandeastyorkshire.co.uk     www.logonmoveon.co.uk      
www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk     www.skillsforcare.org.uk     www.healthcareers.nhs.uk     
www.skillsforcare.org.uk/Careers-in-care/Getting-started/Getting-Started.aspx         
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/   

Scan this QR for more info

  skills.hullandeastyorkshire@eastriding.gov.uk      @SkillsHullandEastYorkshire       @skills_haey

  @skillshullandeastyorkshire       @SkillsHullandEastYorkshire

Disclaimer The information within this publication has been researched and all 
web links checked. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of 
the information contained within it, we cannot be held responsible for any errors or 
omissions. Website information can change rapidly. We do not accept any responsibility 
for the content of external websites. The inclusion of an organisation does not signify an 
endorsement. Salary information has been sourced from the National Careers Service 
website (August 2023).  
The information presented is accurate at the time of publication.
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How does your 
attendance impact 
your future?

Data released by the UK Department 
for Education shows that the lower 

your attendance the less likely 
you are to achieve in 

your GCSEs.82%
Achieved 5 GCSEs

Grade 5+

(inc. Maths and  
English)

77%
Achieved 5 GCSEs

Grade 5+

(inc. Maths and  
English)

53%
Achieved 5 GCSEs

Grade 5+

(inc. Maths and  
English)

43%
Achieved 5 GCSEs

Grade 5+

(inc. Maths and  
English)

100%

OVER 95%

92%-93%

BELOW 90%

Research shows 
that for every 17 days 
you miss across your school 
career, your GCSE results go down by 
one whole grade!

£
Achieving 5 or 

more GCSEs at 

Grade 5+ has 

shown to increase 

your lifetime 

earnings by 41%

175
are not spent  

in school!

There are 

D
A
Y
S365

in a year

*That gives you plenty of time for holidays, TV, shopping and video games.



Our School Houses
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded 

House points for exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and 

events, and all rewards contribute to  

each House reward total.

Rewards
Rewards for  
the Week
Our school motto is ‘Everything we 

do should be worthy of great merit, 

character and value’, and every day 

our pupils’ efforts, contributions and 

achievements are recognised with rewards 

that reflect these values. 

Our pupils understand these core values 

as being the foundation of successful 

learning, and a successful life, and each of 

the rewards holds a special significance.

HOUSE TOTAL

TOTAL

VALUE

CHARACTER

MERIT186,286

28,085

15,139

113,794 105,118 101,699 97,042 93,957

477,868

223,745

Kirby Underdale Millington Dale Warrendale
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Awards

Headteacher Awards
The Headteacher Award is given to those exceptional pupils and 
students who achieve the highest number of rewards in their year 
group each week. 

The recipients of the Headteachers Awards last week were:

Year 7:	 Martha Rushmer-Broome

Year 8:	 Jake Thackeray

Year 9: 	 Ellen Greensted

Year 10:	 Freya Sanders

Year 11:	 Amelia Ellis

Year 12:	 Mia Wood

Year 13:	 Adam Brown

Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production of an 
outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an outstanding 
assessment outcome.

The pupils with the most Great Merit awards last week were:

Year 7:	 Holly Allan

Year 8:	 Grace Wilford

Year 9:	 Ava Hill

Year 10:	 Harrison Best

Year 11:	 Mia Spencer

Year 12:	 Tommy Blenkin

Year 13:	 Matthew Richardson

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively engaging 
with the wider community. 

The pupils with the most Great Character awards last week were:

Year 7:	 Millie-Rae Genner

Year 8:	 Pippa Wilson

Year 9:	 Evie Wise	

Year 10:	 Martha Harris

Year 11:	 Jessica Edmonds

Year 12:	 Isabel Millan

Year 13:	 Lily Staveley

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those acts 
and skills that are valued by our wider society. For instance, the 
ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, to communicate 
effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the most Great Value awards last week were:

Year 7:	 Esme Liversidge

Year 8:	 Edward Swales

Year 9:	 Ethan Tshuma

Year 10:	 Archie Sissons

Year 11:	 Arlo Brown

Year 12:	 Imogen Kendall

Year 13:	 Gracie Cheshire
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Meet our  
Pupil Care Team

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 7
Mrs F McDonough

year7@woldgate.net

Deputy Designated  
Safeguarding Lead
Mrs C Wright 

safeguarding@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Sixth Form
Mrs E Fairhurst
07790 987137
sixthform@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement Coordinator: 
Diabetic Care and First Aid.
Mrs L Kendra

lkendra@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 9
Mrs S Clark

year9@woldgate.net

Office Assistant
Mrs V Mills
01759 302395
office@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 8
Mrs S Oliver

year8@woldgate.net

Office Manager
Mrs A Charlton
01759 302395
office@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 11
Mrs L Cavanagh

year11@woldgate.net

Attendance and Wellbeing
Mr J Marks
01759 302395 Option 1
attendance@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 10
Mrs R Marsden

year10@woldgate.net

Attendance Officer
Mrs R O’Brien

attendance@woldgate.net
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