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Year 7 News
We are pleased to announce that covering Ms 
Minton’s maternity leave are two excellent colleagues! 
 

 
Mr Williams is now Head of Year 7 and will be 
leading the tutor team and Mrs McDonough to 
support with the care and achievement of Year 7 
pupils.

Miss Lindsey is Transition Co-Ordinator and 
will be leading on our KS2 to KS3 transition, 
supporting pupils in Years 5 and 6 and preparing 
them for their move to Woldgate School.

Our new Year 7 have settled really well and we are enjoying getting to know them all better. 
It has been a busy time with auditions for Nativity! The Musical, school photographs, and 
an enrichment fair but they are settling into our routines well. Each pupil has chosen an 
enrichment activity from the following selection which will begin in school on Friday. 
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Main Cast Rehearsals 
Tuesday’s After School (KU3) 3.30pm-5pm

Full Cast Rehearsals 
Wednesday’s After School (KU3) 3.30pm-5pm

Vocal Rehearsals with Mr Schofield 
Wed, Thur, Fri Lunchtimes & Thur Registrations (KU1) 

See schedule for details

Presenting the next Woldgate musical
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It was lovely to be part of our school photograph day and to see our children having 
their pictures taken at the start of the academic year. In our family, it has become a 
tradition to take a photograph on the front steps of our house at the beginning of each 
school year. It reminds us of those precious moments and, over time, allows us to see 
how our children have changed, even though every moment can feel like yesterday.

The transition from primary to secondary school is a significant milestone, and it has been 
wonderful to welcome our new Year 7 children into the Woldgate community. It is also a joy 
and a privilege to be part of that journey with you and your child. Over the last few weeks, 
I have had the opportunity to meet so many of our children, hear about their move from 
primary school, and learn about their experiences at Woldgate. We are very fortunate to 
have such exceptionally kind, polite and thoughtful young people from the market town 
and villages we serve.

On Thursday 15 October, from 4.30pm until 7.30pm, we will be welcoming children from 
Years 5 and 6 to our Open Evening. To enable this event and provide additional staff 
training, the school will be closed to pupils on that day. We are incredibly grateful to the 
many pupils and families who support this important event. In particular, all of our Year 
7 children will play a part in the evening. Having only recently made the transition to 
secondary school themselves, they are ideally placed to welcome and reassure younger 
children and their families. It is a wonderful opportunity for them to contribute to our 
community, develop confidence, and help others take those important first steps towards 
life at Woldgate. Many of our newest children remember exactly how it felt to arrive for the 
first time, and their enthusiasm, kindness and encouragement make a real difference to 
those following in their footsteps.

Following several years in which Open Evenings were affected by the new build 
programme, this will be a particularly special opportunity to showcase our school and 
support younger children as they take this important next step. Existing Woldgate parents 
are, of course, also very welcome to attend. Many families have not yet had the opportunity 

Headteacher’s 
Welcome
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to explore the completed site, and while staff will be leading activities across the school, 
you may wish to take the opportunity to see our facilities for yourselves.

We know how important and precious these years are for you and your family, and how 
every moment counts. From those first days of school at the age of two through to Sixth 
Form, where our Year 13 students prepare to take their next steps towards independence, 
childhood passes remarkably quickly. Thank you for your continued support of our school 
community.

Mr Britton 
Headteacher (Interim)

Key dates To find out more about upcoming events and 
visits, please view the Woldgate School Calendar.

September
30th............................................. Careers Fair

October
6th............................................... Year 9 trip to Yorkshire Sculpture Park

7th............................................... A Level Drama Hull Truck Visit

12th-16th .................................. Geography trip to Italy

15th............................................. School closed to pupils 
..................................................... Staff training day and preparation time for Open Evening

15th............................................. Year 7 Parent Tutor Evening 4-7pm (online)

15th............................................. Open Evening event for Year 5 and 6 pupils 4:30-7:30pm

15th............................................. A Level Drama visit to York Theatre Royal

21st.............................................. Year 11- Every Second Counts Evening

21st-22nd................................... Year 13 History and Politics London visit

24th-31st.................................... Half Term

28th............................................. GCSE Drama Hull Truck visit
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OPEN EVENING

Thursday 
15th October
4.30-7.30pm 
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Communication and 
Response Times
We value the strong partnership between home and school and are committed to 
responding to parental enquiries as promptly as possible. To support staff in managing 
communications effectively, we kindly ask parents and carers to allow up to five working 
days for a response to emails and Arbor messages before sending a follow-up enquiry. If 
you have messages that needs to be shared on the same day, then please do telephone the 
school.

Please be assured that urgent safeguarding concerns will always be prioritised. If you have 
an immediate safeguarding concern, please make this clear when contacting the school.

Please remember that messages received outside school hours, including evenings and 
weekends, will be responded to when staff are next available during the working week.

School Office Opening Hours
	>�	 Monday to Thursday: 8.00am to 4.00pm

	>�	 Friday: 8.00am to 3.30pm

We appreciate your patience, understanding, and support in helping us maintain effective 
communication for all families. Please use the e-mail addresses below so your contact can 
be logged and goes to the correct members of staff.

Year7@woldgate.net

Year8@woldgate.net

Year9@woldgate.net

Year10@woldgate.net

Year11@woldgate.net

Sixthform@woldgate.net

Safeguarding@woldgate.net

Attendance@woldgate.net

Sen@woldgate.net

Office@woldgate.net
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Free School Meals
Please check if you are eligible
If your family circumstances have changed, you may now be eligible for free school 
meals and Pupil Premium support.

From September 2026, the Government has extended eligibility for free school meals to all 
children in households receiving Universal Credit.

Free School Meal eligibility can also unlock additional funding and support for schools and 
families.

How to apply:
	>�	 Visit the East Riding of Yorkshire Council Free School Meals webpage.  

https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/learning/schools-colleges-and-acaz

	>�	 Complete the online eligibility check and application form.

	>�	 Applications are quick and confidential.

If you need help with an application, you can contact the Council’s Benefits Team on 
(01482) 394799.

We encourage all eligible families to apply to ensure they receive the support available to 
them.

Reminder
School is closed to all pupils on 

Thursday 15th October 2026 for 

Teacher Training. 

This is also our Open Evening from 

4.30pm to 7.30pm. Could all pupils 

helping at this event attend school in 

full uniform at 4:00pm please.

Home-School 
Agreement
Many thanks to those of you who have 
already completed our Home- School 
Agreement return. Just a polite reminder to 
complete this form as the deadline has now 
passed.

Woldgate School Home & School 
Agreement 2026-2027 – Fill out form
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Food Court Update
Costs and payment
Pupils use their thumb prints to pay for meals at the till, their thumb is scanned and their 
purchases are deducted from their accounts. Please keep your child’s account topped up 
each week via Scopay (this will be moving to Arbor Pay after October half term) and do 
check and educate them around what they are choosing and spending each week.

All food is labelled clearly and includes the price to help them budget.

Rest assured, that we will never let a student go hungry at school. If there is a problem with 
their account or they have insufficient funds, they must alert a member of staff in the Food 
Court or their Head of School/Care and Achievement Co-Ordinator and we will organise a 
meal and follow up afterwards with you.

Meals:

Breakfast
Breakfast is available each morning for all 
pupils from 8.30 until 8.45 and includes 
fresh fruit, toast with spread, jam or 
marmalade, bagels, bacon sandwiches and 
waffles.

Break Time
During break time: 10.25-10.40 the 
following options are available:

Bacon bap	£2.05
Bagel 	 £1.35
Pizza 	 £1.60
Waffle 	 £1.45
Panini 	 £2.90
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Lunch time
Meal deals are £3.35 and consist of a main meal, pizza or sandwich or sandwich, a carton 
drink and a pudding. The main meal options each day provide a well-balanced meal and 
offer the best value for pupils both in terms of nutrition and cost. A bit like purchasing a 
meal deal in a supermarket, the deal needs to be purchased at the same time at the till, so 
if students have bought a main meal and then go back for a cake or drink, it will cost them 
more as they are priced individually.

Panini meal deals include either a carton drink or a pudding. Other drinks are also available, 
but these are not included in the meal deal. There is a water fountain available in the Food 
Court if pupils prefer to re-fill their water bottle rather than purchasing drinks.

Lunchtime arrangements for different year groups
Due to the expansion of the free school meals provision this year and the high-quality 
provision by Chartwells, the Food Court is attracting more pupils than ever before. 
Therefore, after observing the capacity, queuing, dining experience we have made some 
improvements this year.

We have introduced a lunch sitting system with two sittings each lunch time. First Sitting 
begins at 12.40 and Second Sitting begins at 12.50. This reduces queue length and ensures 
all pupils can access the Food Court and eat their meal comfortably. We will switch which 
pupils are on first and second sitting periodically. We have also improved our queuing 
system so pupils wait for their lunch seated in the Main Hall rather than queuing down the 
corridor which ensures a calmer and more pleasant experience for pupils.  We have been 
impressed with the vast majority of our pupils adapting maturely to these changes.  We 
will review and further improve this over the next few weeks and value any feedback from 
pupils and parents.

Congratulations to our Kitchen Team 

Food Safety Rating

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
September 2026
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Personal Development

What is Personal 
Development?
Personal Development refers to the knowledge, 

concepts and skills that pupils need to learn to be 

able to navigate the world successfully and safely. 

Personal Development comprises of elements 

of Citizenship, PSHE, RSE (Relationships and Sex 

Education) and Careers. 

Year 8 are considering the themes of law and 

order, justice, and democracy this half term. Year 

8 pupils started this term by exploring issues 

around young people and the law. They looked 

at the attitudes of some young people to the law 

and what happens to young people when they 

break the law, including the role of the Youth 

Court. In the last few weeks of this half term, Year 

8 will look at the issue of local democracy. They 

look at the function of local councils and consider 

how they form part of the democratic system in 

this country.

Careers Update
On Wednesday 30th September 4:45-7:00, We 

are hosting our next Careers Fair. Year 11 pupils 

and Year 12 students, as well as their parents’ 

carers are invited to attend. Representatives from further and higher education, as well as industry, will be on 

hand to discuss their sector and be on hand to answer any questions. Our Careers Advisor, Mrs Mason, will 

also be in attendance to be on hand to be able to talk through options for pupil’s / students next steps.
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Democracy

Rights and 
responsibilities

Respect

Electing form 
representatives

E-SafetyTypes of 
bullying

Getting to know 
each other

Gender and 
discrimination

Different types of families 
and relationships 

Community

The world 
of work

Gender 
identity

Healthy 
body

Law and 
justice

The work of 
the UN

Human 
Rights

RSE

Delaying 
early sex

STIs

Contraception Accessing sexual 
health services

LGBTQ+ Options 
process 

Future career 
paths

What can you trust 
on the internet

Critical analysis of 
online content

Internet 
vs Reality

Mental 
Health

Body
 image

Political 
parties

Current 
political issues

Politics

National 
democracy

Careers STEM
skills

Global 
citizenship

Healthy 
mind

WellbeingGlobalisationLaw and 
Justice

Youth 
courts

The local 
council

Responsible use 
of the internet

Impact on health 
and wellbeing

Raising 
aspirations

Careers and options 
information

RSE

Positive 
relationships

The difference between biological sex, 
gender identity and sexual orientation

Dangers of 
alcohol abuse

Positive 
friendships

Healthy 
Body

Dangers of 
tobacco

Children’s 
rights

Protected 
characteristics

Local 
Market

Discrimination

Anxiety & 
depression

Effects 
of stress

Coping 
strategies

RSE and appropriate 
behaviour

Mental 
Health

Digital 
behaviour

Workplace 
behaviour

Punishments

Crime, justice
 and democracy

Youth and 
violent crime

Preparation for 
Work Experience

UK constitution

UK & the 
commonwealth

Dictatorships

ConsentRSE

Characteristics of 
unhealthy relationships

Control and 
exploitation

CV’s Cover letters Interview 
techniques

Preparation for 
mock interview day

Exam 
preparation

Beyond 16National Citizens 
Service

Career 
Paths

Role of the 
monarchy

G C S E  E X A M I N AT I O N S

PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
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Meet our 
Pupil Care Team

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 7
Mrs F McDonough
year7@woldgate.net

Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead
Mrs L Cavanagh
safeguarding@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Sixth Form
Mrs E Fairhurst
07790 987137
sixthform@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement Coordinator: 
Diabetic Care and First Aid.
Mrs L Kendra
lkendra@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 10
Mrs S Clark
year10@woldgate.net

Office Assistant
Mrs V Mills
01759 302395
office@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 8
Mrs D Ellis (Interim)
year8@woldgate.net

Office Manager
Mrs A Charlton
01759 302395
office@woldgate.net

Attendance and Wellbeing
Mr J Marks
01759 302395 Option 1
attendance@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 11
Ms R Marsden
year11@woldgate.net

Attendance Officer
Mrs R O’Brien
01759 302395 Option 1
attendance@woldgate.net

Care & Achievement 
Coordinator: Year 9
Mrs S Oliver
year9@woldgate.net
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